
of trouble. 

Ocasio-Cortez even 
wants to tax the mega-
rich at a top bracket of 
75%. I am sure you have 
heard a lot of people, 
even Democrats, throw 
up their hands at the 
“ridiculous” ideas from 
this “Socialist.” Where 
would we get the mon-
ey?    Suddenly this Dem-
ocratic Socialist is being 
referred to as a Com-
munist. AOC’s plan was 
compared by our mega-
rich president to the soci-
ety in Communist Vene-
zuela. Do you find it 
strange that Trump did 
not compare it to Nor-

From the President’s Desk:  
By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  

There has been a lot of 
discussion about Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, often 
known as AOC, and her 
“Green New Deal” as well 
as her plan to fund neces-
sary social programs with 
taxes on the wealthy and 
on corporations. Clearly 
the Republicans are being 
paid off by Big Business 
and Big Money to deny 
Climate Change. They 
continually refuse to un-

derstand or acknowledge 
the difference between 
Climate and Weather. 
They are not that stupid, 
but they are that greedy. 
They also know that the 
middle class has shrunk 
and that the country 
needs a strong middle 
class to compete in the 
world economy. But they 
don’t care. They are doing 
just fine. They know that 
Donald Trump is an immi-
nent danger to this coun-
try, but he is destroying 
our government and their 
donors want government 
so small that “they can 
drown it in a bathtub.” 
We are all in a whole lot 
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way, Sweden, or Denmark 
where Democratic Social-
ism exists and has thrived 
for decades? The Scandi-
navian people pay a lot of 
tax, but they do not have 
to worry about health 
care, good schools for 
their kids, retirement or 
getting a vacation each 

Commissioner Janet Long  will give us an update on accomplish-

ments and happenings in Pinellas County.  Janet has modeled pub-

lic service to her children, serving as Commissioner on Seminole 

City Council and the Florid House of Representatives for two terms. 

She has been on the Pinellas County Board since 2012.   

Monday, Feb 18  — 6:30—8:45 pm 

Acropol Family Restaurant, 1135 Starkey Rd, Largo, Florida 33771 

MLA —> page 2 Pinellas County Board of 
County Commissioners 

Janet C. Long  

WWW.Largodemocrats.org 

F https://www.facebook.com/

Largodemocrats/ 
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year. Our friends in Den-
mark must take more 
than a month’s vacation 
each year. They can only 
afford one car because of 
the taxes, but regularly 
travel all over the world. 
They will retire comforta-
bly.  

Republicans became ap-
oplectic at the idea of a 
75% top tax bracket for 
multi-Billionaires! To 
quote the Tampa Bay 
Times Columnist, Daniel 
Ruth, “Oh, the horror of 
it!” Funny, when the Re-
publicans put through 
their Tax Bill, they did 
not worry about where 
the money would come 
from. They had decided 
that the real cause of the 
$15B additional deficit 
they caused was actually 
caused by Social Pro-
grams. They openly dis-
cussed doing away with 
Social Security, Medi-
care, and all other Social 
programs. They lied and 
said that the middle class 
would benefit the most 
from the tax cuts. If you 
remember, Paul Ryan 
even talked about how 
one of his constituents 
was thrilled that she 
would get enough addi-
tional money in her 
paycheck to pay for her 
COSTCO Membership! (I 
checked the web site. Six 
people can have a COST-

MLA From Page 1 
CO Membership for a 
total of $60.00). 

The fact is that we in 
the United States are 
being ruled by out-of-
control Capitalism. If 
you heard Bruce Nis-
sen’s talk last month, 
Capitalism is truly out of 
control. The top 1% re-
ally do rule. Employees 
are pawns who work for 
low pay and no bene-
fits. The poor, disabled, 
the sick are regarded as 
weak and those who 
are wealthy and greedy 
are considered strong. 
(Consider Donald Trump 
before he ran for Presi-
dent.) 

Like some of you, I 
came of age in the 
1950s. I do not deny 
that the ‘50s had its 
very serious problems, 
(many of which we are 
still dealing with now). 
But life was good for a 
whole lot of people. The 
American Dream, as it 
was seen then, was a 
fact of life. The Unions 
were strong.   As a re-
sult, here were good 
jobs that paid a living 
wage. Unions ran ap-
prentice programs to 
train high school gradu-
ates to earn a good liv-
ing. The 40-hour week 
was entrenched. Com-
panies like Levitt 
offered affordable, well-
built houses with a pool 

in every community. 
People were able to 
buy a house, go on va-
cation, and send their 
children to college. So-
cial Security and Em-
ployer-Paid Pension 
Plans were the norm 
for many. Businesses 
made products they 
were proud of and 
treated their employ-
ees with respect.  

All this was 
done while 
the top tax 
bracket was 
90%!  

Are Alexandria 
Ocasio-
Cortez’ 
plans ridic-
ulous as 
many Re-
publicans 
claim? 
They are having a great 
time making fun of her 
and smirking at her silly 
plans. But sometimes 
one has to look at reali-
ty and, if they find it 
wanting, plan how to 
change it. In the best of 
worlds her changes will 
be slow taking effect. 
The Mega-Rich will not 
give up their surplus 
wealth easily. I have 
heard these plans com-
pared to Jack Kennedy’s 
promise to “get to the 
moon and back” within 
ten years. Those who 
are responsible for the 

government need to see 
how far we have gone in 
the wrong direction and 
change what we do and 
where we are going. We 
would never have gotten 
to the moon and back in 
ten years if Jack Kennedy 
had not set that goal and 
backed it up. It is time for 
us to act.   
 

The Beach Food Pan-

try is running low on 

meats (they have a 

commercial meet 

freezer, so fresh 

meats are wel-

comed), and on all 

perishables.  They 

would especially like 

to have cereal.  

Please bring your do-

nations to the meet-

ing Monday night, or 

give directly to the 

pantry. 

Publix gift cards are 

also welcomed.    
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U pc omi ng  s p eaker s  

We are hoping Dr. Susan MacManus 
will be able to join us in April to give an 
analysis of the November 2018 elec-
tion. 

Representative Jennifer Webb HD69 
has been invited to join us in MAY to 
give an  inside view of a freshman rep-
resentative’s life in Tallahassee. 

IN IT TO WIN IT! 
 

We’re building our grassroots move-
ment and it starts with YOU! 

 
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 66 GOAL 
- AN ACTIVE PRECINCT 

COMMITTEE PERSON IN 
EACH PRECINCT 

 

Give an hour every week to the 
following: 

 

 KNOW YOUR VOTERS:  ONE BY 
ONE IN PERSON 

 KNOW WHAT YOUR NEIGH-
BOR’S ISSUES ARE 

 LISTENING  CONVERSATIONS 

 SHARE NEWSLETTER, PETI-
TIONS, SURVEY 

 DEVELOP BLOCK CAPTAINS 

 THROW HOUSE PARTIES 

 VOTER REGISTRATION 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 
 

MONTHLY DISTRICT #66 MEETING TO HEAR 
MORE ABOUT 

BUILDING OUR GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT 
 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2019 

6:30 - 8:00 P.M. 
 

Island Way Community Center 

223 Island Way 

Clearwater, FL 33767 
 

Park at the north end of the lot and walk up 
the stairs to the Community Center.   

Elevators are available at the main door.  Go 
to the 2nd floor, turn left, walk to the 

End of the hall, go through the double doors, 
and you are at the Community 

Center. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Speakers: 

 

Rae Claire Johnson from American Promise 
speaking on  

“Defend Our Democracy” 
 

and 
 

Kate Baker from the North Pinellas Democrat-
ic Club speaking on 

“Organizing to Win” 
 

Mark your calendar for our next meeting on 
Thursday March 28, 2019 

Location to be determined 
 

Di st rict  66  

ELECT DEMOCRATS 
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Save the date!!Save the date!!  
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Let My People Vote: Community 

Discussion on Amendment 4 

Hosted by Poor People's Campaign 
- St. Petersburg  

February 26, 2019 

6 pm  - 7 pm 

Rock of Jesus M B Church 

3940 18th Ave S,  
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33711 
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ATTENTION, DEC   

MEMBERS 

 

Meetings will now be on the 

fourth (4th) Monday of eve-

ry month at the Marriott St. 

Petersburg.  The Marriott 

has given us a discounted 

price for this night.   Arrive 

around 6:30 pm to sign in; 

meetings start at 7:00 pm. 

 Democrats Unveil Plan to 

Split First 2020 Presiden-

tial Debates Over 2 Nights 

Read details at:  https://

nyti.ms/2S3RqiN 

https://www.facebook.com/Poor-Peoples-Campaign-St-Petersburg-240359893428783/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBj2SNPaOYe8qnZiILCwuJT56FpPT8-qkkTllwHYw3StgFTFc746Klp6MQTXo5B8WYvRS3gznfm3h3quo7z_KwDmhqHmHhYqeuhbkM-yz9CZeZw3ZpQQpxlPTaGGGs02bF_4E7nPn8uAtCxjeqL40VlwBgk_pTmbO_
https://www.facebook.com/Poor-Peoples-Campaign-St-Petersburg-240359893428783/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBj2SNPaOYe8qnZiILCwuJT56FpPT8-qkkTllwHYw3StgFTFc746Klp6MQTXo5B8WYvRS3gznfm3h3quo7z_KwDmhqHmHhYqeuhbkM-yz9CZeZw3ZpQQpxlPTaGGGs02bF_4E7nPn8uAtCxjeqL40VlwBgk_pTmbO_
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rock-of-Jesus-M-B-Church/111708582198833?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBj2SNPaOYe8qnZiILCwuJT56FpPT8-qkkTllwHYw3StgFTFc746Klp6MQTXo5B8WYvRS3gznfm3h3quo7z_KwDmhqHmHhYqeuhbkM-yz9CZeZw3ZpQQpxlPTaGGGs02bF_4E7nPn8uAtCxjeqL40VlwBgk_pTmbO_fw9wB4
https://nyti.ms/2S3RqiN
https://nyti.ms/2S3RqiN
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From the Chair's Desk: Weekly 

Update  
Thursday, February 14, 2019  

Good Evening, 

I hope everyone is having a good and produc-

tive week! I am in D.C. with our DNC Dele-

gates and State Party Chairs from across the 

country for the ASDC and DNC Winter Meet-

ings. We are attending important strategizing 

meetings as we prepare our 2020 plans. 

There are some exciting things being intro-

duced that will help give our state and local 

parties advantages we haven't had in the 

past, including a new Data Exchange pro-

gram that will be game-changing for Demo-

crats. I look forward to sharing everything  

Thank you to everyone who attended the Feb-

ruary 9th meeting. We had productive and 

much needed conversations about the 2018 

elections and where the party needs to go to 

succeed in 2020. I look forward to continuing 

those conversations as a group at DCCA!  

 

Terrie Rizzo 
Chair, Florida Democratic Party 

 

Legislative Spotlight  

Our 

Demo-

cratic 

Caucus 

in Talla-

hassee 

has been 

fighting 

for gun reform, and this week as we 

mark a year since the Parkland 

Shooting they are introducing more 

legislative proposals to curb gun vio-

lence. This session they have intro-

duced 13 bills on gun violence pre-

vention, as they work to stop a bill 

from passing that would arm teach-

ers. 

Thank you to Democrats who are 

leading on this issue, and doing eve-

rything they can to prevent another 

mass shooting in Florida. Read more 

about the bills they have filed here.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aGB0rW0wnSthipnS4vph9sAPVqQlbM1CgGk0xCIbeEJilqtKuwyNAuyddv7vgpC5nEBI3mLO1aTc4gxsUUsiFTZ9cZaYhAP4niCIVJ4l69DG6g0fmY5bMJqgqmLdjorTuLY5iNeIfekj3hEjPJq0ac9ja-Myv6V2CLisfrBRPi1UYWsbuvztOPX6gvuI0wHk&c=2k71Rs_6AQi25w5UMU-uy5Y32qNM9LeLj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aGB0rW0wnSthipnS4vph9sAPVqQlbM1CgGk0xCIbeEJilqtKuwyNAuyddv7vgpC5nEBI3mLO1aTc4gxsUUsiFTZ9cZaYhAP4niCIVJ4l69DG6g0fmY5bMJqgqmLdjorTuLY5iNeIfekj3hEjPJq0ac9ja-Myv6V2CLisfrBRPi1UYWsbuvztOPX6gvuI0wHk&c=2k71Rs_6AQi25w5UMU-uy5Y32qNM9LeLj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aGB0rW0wnSthipnS4vph9sAPVqQlbM1CgGk0xCIbeEJilqtKuwyNAuyddv7vgpC5o_NYfBIvmdC7M6cXusLwO-mUcRQ3IlDkYWHcyY2j6JeFZKZ6zj8fWtke1nKo1KzR3WNIPBLalxc3gUdRXkstMG2VNl2nWrx7aRhWQR8vI5nP17j2JQbufoyyVK66juobZPUQ_Isu_d5lrQR56SiqRTLtVbqnNVb9Bct-
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While we wait for the dust to settle from this latest fight between President Trump and Con-

gress, we wanted to tell you about an under-the-radar change the Democrats are making in 

how they handle voter data — and why it could make a big difference in the 2020 presiden-

tial race. 

Political campaigns collect all kinds of information. Your address, of course, but also things 

like your age, your interests, if you have kids, your donation records. The more they know, they 

better they can target ads — so, say, a retired veteran in Oshkosh, Wis., doesn’t get the same 

message as a vegan freshman at New York University. 

For years, Republicans had an edge in gathering this kind of information. They had developed 

a platform that allowed them to share data among state parties, the national party, campaigns 

and outside groups like PACs. When Mr. Trump became the Republican nominee, the G.O.P. 

exchange was there to make up for his lack of political organization. 

Now, the Democrats are taking concrete steps toward establishing their own, similar organiza-

tion. While the Democratic Data Exchange isn’t as headline-grabbing as the president declar-

ing a national emergency, it might just be one of the most significant steps Democrats can take 

in their efforts to win in 2020. 

“What we are announcing today is something that should have been in place years ago,” said 

Tom Perez, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, who negotiated the deal. “In 

2016, it appeared all too frequently that Republicans knew more about voters than we did.” 

The exchange will be an independent, for-profit enterprise that will allow the national party, 

state parties and some independent groups, like Planned Parenthood or labor unions, to share 

data. Organizations won’t know which groups contributed which information, keeping the sys-

tem from running afoul of Federal Election Commission rules. 

Democrats have tried to set up such a system twice in the past and failed. Friend of the news-

letter Julie Bykowicz  broke the news in December that the D.N.C. and state parties were 

locked in a deep internal battle over who would control the data. Essentially, state parties did-

n’t want to get shut out of controlling their own voter files — a step they believed would put 

them on a slippery slope toward irrelevance.  

http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=pMJKdIFVI6qF988znn3DYw7IEwpqcygQXMMqbWFB+e6QOec8YK+ZTKdVhraFS0IpvYMJIt5uHNBAW/w+4VtHf2BmKOqovuY7A6kpcjTspDb3Q48f9ssHBw5pBuaYHkIcxXEvE6/458VWW8xYgsVtnomvXBW17bTVJIAN4vZs2gb+LKJkVa8zpA==&campaign_id=56&instance_id=7325&seg
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DNC Announces Details For The First Two Presidential Primary Debates 

NBC News, MSNBC and Telemundo to host first debate in June; CNN to host second in July 

Last year, DNC Chair Tom Perez announced that his goals for the Democratic presidential prima-

ry debates are to (1) give the grassroots a bigger voice than ever before; (2)  showcase our can-

didates on an array of media platforms; (3) present an opportunity for vigorous discussion about 

issues, ideas and solutions; and (4) reach as many potential voters as possible.  Perez an-

nounced 12 presidential primary debates to be held over the course of the 2020 cycle, with the 

first two occurring in June and July of 2019.  

Today, the DNC is proud to announce NBC News, MSNBC and Telemundo as its partner for the 

first debate and CNN as its partner for the second debate.  To accommodate what is expected to 

be a historically large primary field, both debates will have the option of occurring over consecu-

tive nights in prime time to make room for as many as twenty candidates, with the lineups for 

each night determined at random.  This approach will provide each candidate with a fair oppor-

tunity to make his or her case to a large, national audience . 

This agreement is unprecedented -  no debate has ever aired in prime time on back-to-back 

nights. Both debates will be streamed online for free.  

The DNC also announced the qualification criteria for candidates’ participation in the first two de-

bates - a two-path system that employs both a polling threshold and a grassroots fundraising 

threshold, and uses the two measures in combination in the event that more than 20 candidates 

qualify.  

“As Chair of the DNC, I am committed to running an open and transparent primary pro-

cess.  To that end, we’ve spent months working with media partners to provide this un-

precedented opportunity for candidates and voters to get to know each other.  Because 

campaigns are won on the strength of their grassroots, we also updated the threshold, 

giving all types of candidates the opportunity to reach the debate stage and giving small-

dollar donors a bigger voice in the primary than ever before.” - DNC Chair Tom Perez  
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Republicans are 
gleeful about the 
Green New Deal, 
which they see as a 
major political lia-
bility for Demo-
crats. Senate Ma-
jority Leader 
Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) 
is planning a 
vote on the GND 
on the theory that 
any Senate Demo-
crat — a field that 
includes several 
2020 presidential 
hopefuls — who 
votes for it will self
-immolate on the 
spot. 

Many commenta-
tors have scowled 

From prior page 

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  

Republicans are trolling the Green New Deal. Here’s 
how Democrats will troll them back.   https://

wapo.st/2N6VRIQ 

By Greg Sargent 

in agreement with 
McConnell’s theo-
ry. But what’s dis-
cussed far less of-
ten is the politics 
of the big-
picture contrast 
that forms the 
backdrop of this 
debate: one pit-
ting a Democratic 
Party that recog-
nizes the scale of 
the global warm-
ing challenge and 
wants to do some-
thing about it, and 
a Republican Par-
ty that simply 
does not. 

Democrats now 
hope to change 
that. 

On Thursday, 
Sen. Charles E. 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
will deliver a 

speech on the 
GND on the Sen-
ate floor, in which 
the minority lead-
er will call on Re-
publicans to 
acknowledge that 
climate change is 
a serious threat 
and is largely hu-
man-created, and 
to pledge that 
Congress will act 
to address it, ac-
cording to a 
source familiar 
with his plan. 

“I challenge Lead-
er McConnell to 
say that climate 
change is real, 
that it’s caused by 
humans, and that 
Congress needs to 
act,” Schumer will 
say. “This is what 
two-thirds of the 
American people 

agree with. Two-
thirds.” 

“Since Leader 
McConnell became 
majority leader in 
2014, there has not 
been a single Re-
publican bill to 
meaningfully re-
duce carbon emis-
sions on the floor 
of the Senate,” 
Schumer will add. 

“We’re supposed 
to conduct the 
business of the na-
tion,” Schumer will 
continue. “We’re 
supposed to tackle 
our country’s 
greatest challeng-
es. Climate change 
is probably the 
number one threat 
to the planet. And 
yet not a single Re-

Next page —> 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/politics/senate-to-vote-on-green-new-deal-says-mcconnell/2019/02/12/d4fe3216-57cc-49c1-a2ae-b38721ca1647_video.html?utm_term=.c0db30280393
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/politics/senate-to-vote-on-green-new-deal-says-mcconnell/2019/02/12/d4fe3216-57cc-49c1-a2ae-b38721ca1647_video.html?utm_term=.c0db30280393
https://wapo.st/2N6VRIQ
https://wapo.st/2N6VRIQ
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/greg-sargent/
https://newrepublic.com/article/123358/how-long-can-gop-deny-climate-change
https://newrepublic.com/article/123358/how-long-can-gop-deny-climate-change
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highlight these 
themes. 

President Trump, 
of course, has 
firmly installed 
this denialism in 
the White House. 
He has constantly 
dismissed the sci-
ence and is ag-
gressively dis-
mantling his pre-
decessor’s efforts 
to combat climate 
change in a 
way that threatens 
to substantially 
in-
crease greenhouse
-gas emissions. 
This, even though 
a massive study 
conducted by own 
administration 
determined that 
climate change 
poses a dire threat 
to our future, a 
conclusion Trump 
blithely dismissed 
by saying: “I don’t 
believe it.” 

The Green New 
Deal is radical 

Republicans be-

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  
PAGE 2PAGE 2  

publican bill that 
addresses climate 
change in a mean-
ingful way. Not 
one.” 

Schumer intends 
this floor speech, 
which will also list 
numerous exam-
ples of the GOP re-
fusal to act, as an 
opening shot in a 
series of efforts by 
Democrats to high-
light Republican 
climate denialism, 
which variously 
concerns the sci-
ence, the scale of 
the problem and 
the need for legis-
lative action 
against it.  

The source says 
this will include 
more floor 
speeches and 
messaging on so-
cial media. If 
McConnell does 
push a GND vote, 
it will also include 
an effort to push 
amendments that 

lieve they can put 
Democrats on the 
defensive over the 
Green New Deal 
because it really is 
quite radical. 
The resolution int
roduced by Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio
-Cortez (D-N.Y.) 
and Sen. Edward 
J. Markey (D-
Mass.) stakes out 
the ambitious goal 
of substantially 
reducing green-
house-gas emis-
sions by 2030 and 
bringing them 
down to net-zero 
by 2050. 

The document 
sketches out goals 
largely in keeping 
with the scientific 
consensus on how 
rapidly we must 
act to avoid long-
term catastrophe, 
without settling 
definitively on so-
lutions (it avoids 
emphasizing 
things like carbon 
pricing or an all-
renewables fu-

ture, for instance). 
The GND also calls 
for an extraordi-
narily ambitious 
overhaul of our 
political economy, 
proposing vast 
new public ex-
penditures, a jobs 
guarantee and 
universal housing 
and health care. 

The combination 
of the GND’s tow-
eringly ambitious 
climate goals, its 
dramatic aspira-
tions to economic 
justice and its pol-
icy vagueness are 
what render it so 
controversial, in-
cluding among 
many Democrats 
and liberals. For 
some, such 
as Jonathan 
Chait and Mike 
Pesca, the GND 
sets unrealistic 
goals, avoids ac-
knowledging nec-
essary tough 
choices and forces 

From previous page 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/climate/trump-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=14&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/climate/trump-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=14&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/climate/trump-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=14&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/climate/trump-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=14&pgtype=collection
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/23/major-trump-administration-climate-report-says-damages-are-intensifying-across-country/?utm_term=.4777b2b22683
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/23/major-trump-administration-climate-report-says-damages-are-intensifying-across-country/?utm_term=.4777b2b22683
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/23/major-trump-administration-climate-report-says-damages-are-intensifying-across-country/?utm_term=.4777b2b22683
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/23/major-trump-administration-climate-report-says-damages-are-intensifying-across-country/?utm_term=.4777b2b22683
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/26/politics/donald-trump-climate-change/index.html
https://ocasio-cortez.house.gov/sites/ocasio-cortez.house.gov/files/Resolution%20on%20a%20Green%20New%20Deal.pdf
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until we see how 
McConnell struc-
tures the votes, 
it’s hard to say for 
sure. 

Turning the ta-
bles on GOP de-
nialism 

Still, one thing 

that all Democrats 

agree on is the 

general need for 

very ambitious ac-

tion, which poses 

such a stark con-

trast with the 

GOP that itself 

puts Democrats 

on the right side 

of the politics of 

the issue. And it’s 

this contrast that 

Schumer is hop-

ing to refocus the 

debate upon — 

one that unites 

Democrats and, 

hopefully, puts 

Republicans on 

the defensive. 

The Green New 
Deal embodies 

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  
PAGE 3PAGE 3  

Many on both 
sides agree on the 
GND’s capacity to 
divide Democrats, 
which is why Re-
publicans are pro-
fessing to be so 
gleeful. After 
all, numerous sen-
ators who are also 
running for presi-
dent have general-
ly endorsed the 
concept of the 
Green New Deal. 

Those 2020 hope-
fuls want to pre-
serve space to de-
velop their own 
specific proposals 
that avoid its 
more controver-
sial prescriptions. 
McConnell hopes 
to force them — 
and many other 
Senate Democrats 
— to take a stand 
on its specifics. 
It’s certainly pos-
sible that this will 
put many Demo-
crats in an un-
comfortable polit-
ical position, but 

two important as-
pects of the evolu-
tion of the climate 
movement: a be-
lief that only a 
very bold, multi-
faceted approach 
will now suffice; 
and an acknowl-
edgement that the 
Republican Party 
is unlikely to play 
any serious role in 
mitigating what 
now poses a dire 
threat to humani-
ty’s future. A dec-
ade ago, Demo-
crats tried to pass 
a more GOP- and 
market-friendly 
cap-and-trade 
plan, but it ran in-
to a wall of GOP 
intransigence and 
fossil-fuel-
industry-funded 
denialism. 

Now the problem 
has gotten much 
worse, but the de-
nialism remains. 
The fact that 
Democrats will try 
to respond to 
GOP trolling of 

the GND by going 
on offense against 
that denialism — 
abandoning defen-
siveness or accom-
modation, and 
spotlighting the 
reality of today’s 
GOP — itself 
shows that the 
GND is having 
some of its intend-
ed impact. 

Read more: 

Opinions: Here 
are 11 climate 
change policies to 
fight for in 2019 

Tom Toles: The 

climate change ev-

idence piles up. So 

does the denial. 
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Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  
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Additional contact information is avail-

 

For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

pdf_for_Website/

Voter_Information/2017%

20Citizens%20Guide.pdf 

Senator Rick  Scott Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274  

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov   
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 1st 
Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Petersburg, 
FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 300 
Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-2817 
Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 8:30 
am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office Uni-
versity of South Florida – St. Pete Wil-
liams House 511 Second St. S. St. Pe-
tersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  
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