
as well as others, like 

women, who were 

discriminated against 

in the workplace. It 

offered protection to 

minorities and wom-

en and was long 

overdue. The Civil 

Rights Act was trans-

formational in the 

long run to those to 

whom it offered pro-

tections. As a young 

person entering the 

workplace in the ear-

ly 1960s, I cannot 

say that I noticed any 

differences that un-

derscored the mam-

moth Civil Right laws 

that had gone into 

effect during that 

time, but I do not 

When President Ken-

nedy was assassinat-

ed in 1963, he left 

behind the precursor 

to a long-delayed 

movement to protect 

the Civil rights 

(1964) and Voting 

Rights (1965) of all 

Americans, especial-

ly racial minorities 

and women. After 

the assassination, 

President Lyndon 

Johnson pushed 

through the Civil 

Rights Act which 

banned discrimi-

nation based not 

only on race, but 

also on religion, 

national origin, 

and gender.  

The Civil Rights 

Act did end the 

Jim Crow laws, but 

the Jim Crow phi-

losophy of hate 

and bigotry is still 

alive, well, and in 

use all over the 

USA. The Civil 

Rights Act alone 

did not, however, 

protect voting 

rights.  It ended 

Jim Crow laws and 

broke down barri-

ers for minorities 

From the President’s Desk :                       

By    Mary Lou Ambrose  
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want to in any way 

minimize the im-

portance of the Civil 

Rights law. Going 

forward it opened 

doors for me and for 

most women which 

were not even con-

sidered possible for 

my Mother or Grand-

mother. Because of 

it, our daughters live 

in a much more ac-

cepting world than I 

faced in 1964. 

Con’t  —>  M LA page 2 

https://www.largodemocrats.org
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It took the Voting 

Rights Act in 1965 

to make the chang-

es allowing people 

of color to vote 

without bigoted in-

terference.  It was 

not an overnight 

awakening. Discrim-

ination flourished 

much as it had be-

fore the Act. Blacks, 

especially in the 

South were repeat-

edly turned away 

from the ballot box. 

It took persistence 

by black citizens to 

vote. To fight this 

the core element of 

the Voting Rights 

Act of 1965 was the 

“coverage formula.” 

Jurisdictions, espe-

cially many in the 

South, used outra-

geous methods to 

make it impossible 

for Blacks to regis-

ter, much less to 

vote. Blacks were 

told they could not 

register unless they 

could tell the num-

ber of jellybeans in 

a large jar, or recite 

the Declaration of 

Independence from 

memory, or other 

impossible tasks. 

Whites were given no 

such tests, of course.  

The “coverage formu-

la” in the Act required 

jurisdictions with a 

history of such egre-

gious discrimination 

to submit any chang-

es in registration or 

voting requirements 

to the US District 

Court in DC or to the 

Attorney General of 

the United States. 

Most did not make 

the Federal cut and 

people of color finally 

were able to vote.  

 

? These Bills 

limit polling places in 

minority areas by re-

moving most if 

not all of the vot-

ing places in a Dis-

trict. They are 

eliminating hours 

when the work 

schedules of mi-

norities would find 

it easier to vote. 

They particularly 

remove Sunday 

voting, eliminating 

“Souls to the 

Polls,” the practice 

of Blacks vot ing 

together after Sun-

day services. The 

Republicans saw 

the tremendous 

turn-out of Black 

voters in the last 

Presidential election 

and the huge use of 

vote by mail due to 

the pandemic. The 

current group of 

State and Federal 

Legislators have re-

alized that, if the 

2020 voting trends 

continue, and if 

they do not make 

changes  in the fo-

cus of their Party, 

Republicans could 

lose most elections 

going forward. Ra-

ther than making 

the changes neces-

sary to become an 

inclusive Party, they 

are doing their best 

to limit the ability of 

people who oppose 

them to vote. They 

blame free and 

open voting for the 

loss suffered by 

their incumbent and 

MLA from Page 1 

Con’t  —>  M LA page 3 
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MLA from Page 2 

have gone so far that, hav-

ing made it impossible to 

vote without standing in 

lines for hours, they are 

forbidding people from 

handing out water bottles 

to those in lines  for hours. 

What happened to the 

“Coverage Formula?  

 

 who 

dropped it from the law. 

The reasoning Justice Rob-

erts used is beyond belief. 

Noting the increase in mi-

nority officials (and even a 

Black President, horror of 

horrors!), he wrote in Shel-

by vs Holder (1975) that it 

was no longer necessary to 

protect voting rights with 

the “Coverage formula” 

since there was no longer 

any racial discrimination. 

He, sitting in his white-

ruled Ivory Tower, decided 

that the coverage formula 

was no longer needed. In 

his view there was no long-

er any discrimination! This 

caused the late, great Jus-

tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg to 

note that Justice Robert’s 

reasoning was akin to 

throwing away your um-

brella in the middle of a 

downpour since you were 

not getting wet.  

When Joe Biden began his 

run for President, he re-

peated said that the 2020 

election was a fight for the 

soul of America, He was 

correct. He won, but his 

win uncovered a basic flaw 

in American politics. Many 

in this country have not 

reconciled themselves to 

the fatal flaw of the Found-

ing Fathers. Those wealthy 

white men declared that 

“all men are 

created equal” 

but they saw 

“all men” as up-

per class white 

men. We be-

lieve we fought 

the Civil War to 

free the slaves, 

but in fact we 

fought the Civil 

War because 

Southern plan-

tation owners 

were able to 

produce a 

product need-

ed all over the 

world with 

slave labor. 

Slavery made 

the Southern 

P l a n t a t i o n 

o w n e r s 

wealthy and 

the North 

could not 

compete with that. 

The Republicans in power 

now want to return to the 

original Colonial concept 

that white land owners were 

the only people who could 

vote. We cannot allow that, 

and must fight harder than 

those who would defeat de-

mocracy for the power of 

wealth. Can we do it?    

  

 

Best photo  —  EVER 
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Upcoming  Speakers 

 

 

islative seat and making history 
as the first Iranian-American 
elected to any public office in 
Florida. In 2020 she won her re-
election by an overwhelming 
majority and has been champi-
oning critical issues like eco-
nomic justice, environmental 
protection, equality for all, 
funding for public schools and 
support of arts and culture. 
She's been a leading voice in 
carrying Florida through the 
COVID19 pandemic too, using 
her own salary to help families 
in need. A track record of kind 
sacrifice, endless hard work, 
and iron-clad values, Anna is 
known across the state and na-
tion as a leader who is unboth-
ered, unbossed, and committed 
to the people of Florida.      

Website:  Annaforflorida.com 

For legislative updates: 

Blog:  Annaforflorida.com/blog 

 

 

MAY SPEAKER: 

Anna Eskamani , mem-
ber of the Florida 
House of Representa-
tives from the 47th dis-
trict in Orange County.   

Anna is a bold fighter for Florida 
families and every day people. 
Born and raised in Orlando, she’s 
the daughter of working class im-
migrants who came to this coun-
try in search of the American 
Dream. Anna went to public 
schools in Orange County and 
then to the University of Central 
Florida where she earned dual 
degrees as an undergrad and 
graduate student. She is now 
getting her PhD in Public Affairs, 
works in the nonprofit sector, and 
is proud to be the State House 
Representative for District 47 in 
the Florida Legislature. A bridge 
builder, Anna ran for office for the 
first time in 2018, flipping her leg-

Con’t next page 

JUNE SPEAKERS: 

Congressman Charlie 
Crist,   CD 13.  Candi-
date for Governor of 
Florida in 2022  and 

Eric Lynn, Candidate 
for CD 13 

Bay News 9—May 4, 20201 

By Mitch Perry 

The St. Petersburg-based Demo-
cratic Congressman gave a speech 
shortly before noon [on May 4] in 
front of supporters in South St. 
Pete, where he lambasted Gov. 
Ron DeSantis and the GOP-
controlled Florida Legislature. 

“This is a governor who doesn’t 
listen, doesn’t care, and doesn’t 
think about you- unless you can 
write a campaign check,” he said. 
“He sees our state’s wonderful 
diversity as a threat, not a 
strength we all celebrate.”  

The 64-year-old Crist (he’ll be 65 
in July) has already served as gov-
ernor of Florida – when he was a 
Republican (2007-2011), sand-
wiched between the Jeb Bush and 
Rick Scott eras. Crist narrowly lost 
to Scott when he ran as a Demo-
crat in 2014. 

The former Republican is running 

on a progressive agenda. He said 

in his speech that he supports le-

galizing recreational marijuana, 

raising the minimum wage to $15 

an hour and banning assault 

weapons. 

https://annaforflorida.com/
Annaforflorida.com/blog
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From Prior Page 

Upcoming  Speakers 

JULY SPEAKERS: 

Eric Gerard, Commis-
sioner City of Largo 
and Darden Rice, Can-
didate for Mayor of St. 
Petersburg 

And he said he would name a 
Chief Climate Change Officer to 
tackle what he calls the 
“existential threat” that a heating 
planet means to Florida’s future. 

Crist supporters say his brand of 
moderate politics can play well in 
such a time of tumult. 

“This has been a really divisive 
few years, for Florida and for our 
country and it’s really important 
that we get beyond this and focus 
on the issues for the people of 
Florida and I don’t know anyone 
better than Charlie Crist whose 
been able to do that,” said long-
time Crist supporter Susan 
McGrath after his speech. 

Crist is one of several Democrats 

who will enter the primary for 

2022. Agriculture Commissioner 

Nikki Fried made it pretty clear 

after today’s Cabinet meeting 

that she will soon be filing to run, 

saying as the top-elected Demo-

crat in Florida, “it makes absolute 

sense for me to be running for 

governor,” adding that such an 

announcement would not take 

place today.  

The jockeying for who will suc-
ceed Crist in Florida’s 13th Con-
gressional District is just about to 
begin. Actually it already did on 
Monday, when the GOP nominee 
in 2020, 31-year-old Air Force 
Veteran Anna Paulina Luna, be-
came the first name Republican 
to enter the race.  

When it comes to Democrats, 
the most frequently invoked 
names by politicos to get into 
the race is St. Petersburg-based 
state Rep. Ben Diamond and for-
mer Obama administration offi-
cial Eric Lynn.  Another possibil-
ity could be St. Petersburg 
Mayor Rick Kriseman, who will 
be term-limited from his job 
next January.    

 https://www.baynews9.com/fl/
tampa/politics/2021/05/04/us-
congressman-charlie-crist-major
-announcement 

 

Eric Lynn first Florida 
Democrat to jump into 
race to replace Charlie 
Crist 
 
From Tampa Bay Times  - May 5 
by Steve Contorno 
 

This will be one of the most com-
petitive congressional races in the 
country. 

Eric Lynn, a national security advis-
er from St. Petersburg, made offi-
cial on Wednesday his long-
rumored plans to run for the Dis-
trict 13 seat. 

“My view is the people of Pinellas 
deserve someone who understands 
the challenges we face in our commu-
nities and the complexities of working 
in congress,” Lynn told the Tampa 
Bay Times on Wednesday. 

Lynn previously worked as a congres-
sional aide and served as national se-
curity adviser to President Barack 
Obama’s 2008 campaign. He then 
joined the administration as an advis-
er to Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates. 

Lynn lives in St. Petersburg with his 
wife and three kids.  

https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/politics/2021/05/04/us-congressman-charlie-crist-major-announcement
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/politics/2021/05/04/us-congressman-charlie-crist-major-announcement
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/politics/2021/05/04/us-congressman-charlie-crist-major-announcement
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/politics/2021/05/04/us-congressman-charlie-crist-major-announcement
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SPOTLIGHT ON: 

Ann & George Grazier 

Submitted by Ginny Nelson 

The campaign headquarters hummed 
with Democrats on a mission.  As vol-
unteers we stopped in, shared a 
friendly word or two with Charlie 
Tucker and Rich Piper, finalized our 
campaign assignments, and then 
headed out to probably do some 
neighborhood canvassing.  We were 
building a team that helped to win 
that Obama election and in the pro-
cess, made many happy and lasting 
memories.   

The volunteer spotlight this month is 
on a husband and wife team of volun-
teers who began their  volunteering 
based on an issue, health care.  
George and Ann Grazier’s work life 
was committed to the need to provide 
indigent health care and prevention.  
Ann submitted the following summary 
as possible inspiration for others to 
get involved, too. 

“George and I had no background in 
working on anything political until 
there was need to support The Afford-
able Care Act. We believed in Presi-

dent Obama and wanted to see the 
ACA succeed. As retirees who worked 
for a county agency providing indi-
gent health care, we knew the value 
of prevention.  By the time many of 
our clients became eligible to meet 
the financial criteria of our program, 
their health was greatly compro-
mised.  

So in 2010 when we heard about a 
need for volunteers to do phone 
banking to support the ACA,  we 
headed to Phillipe Park where we 
made calls to voters, asking for their 
support. It was a beautiful outdoor 
setting to do what we considered 
very meaningful  work. 

From that entry point, we became 
involved with early campaign activi-
ties leading to the 2012 election.  We 
can remember attending our first 
campaign meeting at the home of 
our former Club president, Rich Pip-
er.  We were the new kids on the 
block as volunteers from the earlier 
2008 campaign came back with 
smiles and hugs.  The positive energy 
was incredible.  The 2012 Campaign  
was filled with voter registration 
drives, knocks on doors, phone banks 
and best of all a humming Campaign 
office manned by our dear, now de-
parted, hard working volunteer, 
Charlie Tucker. 

It was our feeling that the 2016 Presi-
dential Campaign lacked the vigor 
and excitement of our prior experi-
ences.  The paid Campaign staffers 
were not so much " fired up and 
ready to go” as in 2012.    Our Largo 
Campaign office was late in opening 
and sparsely manned,  We lacked the 

group dynamics of staffers and volun-
teers working together. 

In 2020 COVID gave us some new 
rules to play by. Most of our activities 
consisted of non personal interac-
tions.  We sent out hundreds of post-
cards and made hundreds of phone 
calls to potential voters and yes, Pi-
nellas went blue. 

We had some amazing volunteers 
who used their talents to put togeth-
er the technology needed to work 
remotely.     

It will be good to get back to in per-
son meetings.  We miss seeing every-
one including our server at the 
Acropol Family Restaurant who al-
ways remembered our standing or-
der.  We are proud to be Democrats 
who believe everyone should have 
access to health care, voting opportu-
nities, fair treatment by the law and 
courts and above all, respect. “ 

The following paragraph is from Rich 
Piper,  “Ann and George Grazier were 
two of the best volunteers who joined 
our Democratic campaign and club 
efforts while I was active in Pinellas 
Democratic politics.  Having a back-
ground in social work, they really 
knew how to relate to people and had 
many great ideas about locales where 
we could effectively register voters.  
They often took the lead in undertak-
ing new efforts, and I remember trav-
eling to various parts of the county to 
work with them.  Moreover, they 
were always willing to help out in any 
areas where assistance was needed.  I 
often said that I wished that we could 
clone them!”    
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P lea s e don ’ t forg et  y our  d u es!  

Dues are $15 per year, payable in January of each year.  Dues paid in 

the last quarter of 2020 carry forward into this year.    

 

If you have not already paid you can pay online at:    

https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved  

Or mail a check to 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 

P O Box 1242 

Largo, FL 33779 
 

Click  on 

LINK 

https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
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North Pinellas Democratic  
Outreach Center 

Help with North Pinellas Democratic Help with North Pinellas Democratic Help with North Pinellas Democratic    
Outreach CenterOutreach CenterOutreach Center   

By Bryan Beckman 

Chair, District 66 

Lucinda Johnston, Mike Fox, Tice 

Ridley (new Vice Chair), and my-

self are trying to gather pledges 

for funding the new North Pinel-

las Democratic Outreach center 

to be located on Martin Luther 

King Jr Drive in Clearwater (see 

photos from 2020 GOTV at same 

location) 

Lucinda has drafted a lease that I 

will be reviewing with the build-

ing owner in the next few days. 

That lease will likely be for $800 a 

month. Apparently, there are 

some that have concerns about 

whether we have enough Dems 

or money for this office.  I would 

like to quickly move past any con-

cerns regarding funding. I have 

pledged a month’s rent. And oth-

ers are beginning to pledge vari-

ous amounts. 

There is so much potential in 

North Pinellas to get people excit-

ed about supporting great candi-

dates for great issues. I am excit-

ed about the opportunity to get 

people in the surrounding com-

munity highly involved with our 

efforts. Kathleen and I saw this 

firsthand last fall. The outreach 

center will be a great resource 

for registering voters, signing 

people up to vote by mail, stor-

ing and distributing materials, 

answering questions, training, 

candidates meeting volunteers 

and voters, and providing poten-

tially a variety of services to help 

people and activate voters.  We 

will only be constrained by our 

imagination.   

Thank you 

Bryan 

Want to help? 

There is a FORTY-

TWENTY fund raising 

drive to cover the 

monthly lease payment 

for the North Pinellas 

Democratic Outreach 

Center. 

The DEC is looking for 40 

people who will pledge $20 

each month (sustaining do-

nation) to cover the lease. 

IF you are willing to help out 

here is the link to donate spe-

cifically for the office / out-

reach center.  https://

secure.actblue.com/donate/

pcdecnorthoffice  

You don’t have to 

pledge $20 per 

month, the more 

people who partici-

pate, the lower the monthly 

commitment per person.      

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.actblue.com%2Fdonate%2Fpcdecnorthoffice&data=04%7C01%7C%7C324fd2a2673f4ab081ce08d9125a6ec4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561001874854598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.actblue.com%2Fdonate%2Fpcdecnorthoffice&data=04%7C01%7C%7C324fd2a2673f4ab081ce08d9125a6ec4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561001874854598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.actblue.com%2Fdonate%2Fpcdecnorthoffice&data=04%7C01%7C%7C324fd2a2673f4ab081ce08d9125a6ec4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561001874854598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
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CONTACT US 
2250 1st Avenue North 
St Petersburg, FL 33713 
Office hours vary based on volunteer availability. Please 
call or email for more information.  

office@pinellasdemocrats.com     727.327.2796  

mailto:office@pinellasdemocrats.com
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/get-involved/
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LEGISLATIVE WRAPLEGISLATIVE WRAP--UPUP  
What you should knowWhat you should know  

May 10, 2021 

By Adeel Hassan  

The law, Senate Bill 90,: 

 limits the use of drop boxes 

where voters can deposit absen-

tee ballots, and  

 adds more identification re-

quirements for anyone re-

questing an absentee ballot.  

 It also requires voters to re-

quest an absentee ballot for 

each two-year election cycle, 

rather than every four years, 

under the previous law.  

 Additionally, it limits who can 

collect and drop off ballots. 

The League of Women Voters of 

Florida, the Black Voters Matter 

Fund and the Florida Alliance for Re-

tired Americans joined in one suit, 

arguing that “Senate Bill 90 does not 

impede all of Florida’s voters equal-

ly.” 

“It is crafted to and will operate to 

make it more difficult for certain 

types of voters to participate in the 

state’s elections, including those vot-

ers who generally wish to vote with 

a vote-by-mail ballot and voters who 

have historically had to overcome 

substantial hurdles to reach the bal-

What are the changes in the new VOTING law? 

lot box, such as Florida’s senior 

voters, youngest voters, and mi-

nority voters.”  

Another suit was brought by the 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educa-

tional Fund, Disability Rights Flori-

da and Common Cause, 

who argued that the law violates 

constitutional protections and the 

1965 Voting Rights Act.  

The law took effect immediately, 

and will be in force for the 2022 

election, when Mr. DeSantis is up 

for re-election.  

Excerpted from the bill: 

Related to vote-by-mail ballots, 
the bill: 

 Revises and creates new require-
ments for their duplication. 

 Modifies the effective period for 
a ballot request to all elections 
held through the end of the cal-
endar year of the next regularly 
scheduled general election and 
grandfathers in through the end 
of 2022 any request in place 
when the bill takes effect. 

 Requires an additional elector 
identifier when a request for a 
ballot is made. 

 Adds new categories to the types 
of information supervisors must 
record about each ballot re-
quest. 

 Prohibits mailing or otherwise 
providing a ballot without a re-
quest. 

 Creates new requirements for infor-
mation that must be displayed on 
the outside of a return mailing en-
velope and prohibits display of an 
elector’s political affiliation on a 
ballot envelope. 

 Prohibits a supervisor from using 
knowledge of a voter’s political af-
filiation during the signature com-
parison process. 

 Extends the period during which 
tabulation of ballots can occur. 

 Revises and creates new require-
ments for use of drop boxes, includ-
ing, but not limited to: 

 Limiting use of drop boxes other 
than at a supervisor’s office to 
early voting hours, and requiring 
in-person monitoring of all drop 
boxes while accessible for deposit 
of ballots. 

 Requiring each supervisor to pub-
lish the location of drop boxes at 
least 30 days in advance of each 
election. 

Read the bill summary here.  

 

Per an inquiry to the Pinellas Coun-

ty Supervisor of Election Office, our 

existing requests for Mail Ballots 

should be good through 2021 and 

PERHAPS through 2022 (the actual 

policy and procedures have not  con-

veyed to the SOE yet.  We will keep 

you informed as we learn more. 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/adeel-hassan
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/90/?Tab=BillText
https://lwvfl.org/league-of-women-voters-of-florida-and-others-sue-to-stop-floridas-voter-suppression-bill/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-files-lawsuit-against-the-state-of-florida-over-suppressive-voting-law/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/BillSummaries/2021/html/2457C:/Users/Wanda/Documents/2017%20Fed%20Tax%20documents
https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/BillSummaries/2021/html/2457
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pass local gun regula-
tions. The law makes it 
clear that local munici-
palities in Florida can-
not bypass court cases. 
Under this legislation 
local officials can also 
personally face $5,000 
fines for attempting to 
pass gun regulations. 
The law goes into effect 
on July 1, 2021. 

Link to More Infor-
mation: https://
bit.ly/3o7vZ1L 

Get More Involved: 

Join any of the groups 

involved in the Florida 

Coalition to Prevent 

Gun Violence 

Category: Guns, 
Preemption 

Status: Passed in the 
House and Senate and 
was signed into law by 
Governor DeSantis on 
Friday, May 7th. 

Summary: This legisla-
tion cracks down on lo-
cal governments who 
create gun control 
measures and includes 
preemption language 
on local firearm and 
ammunition laws that 
also apply to unwritten 
rules and policies. The 
language also includes a 
$100,000 fine, attorney 
fees, and potential re-
moval from office for 
local officials who try to 

BILL NUMBER AND 
NAME  
SB1890/HB699 - Cam-
paign Financing 
 
GOOD OR BAD?  
Bad 
 
CURRENT STATUS  
Signed into Law by Gov-
ernor 
DESCRIPTION  

A likely unconstitutional 

proposal to limit contri-

butions to grassroots 

ballot initiatives will be 

heard  
 
 
NOTES -  UPCOM-
ING DATE  

Signed in to law as 

SB1890 approved by 

Governor 

 
ALEC (OR OTHER)  
MODEL BILL  
 
BILL SPONSORS -  
HOUSE  
Bobby Payne 
 
BILL SPONSORS -  
SENATE  
Ray Rodrigues 
 
 
 

CASE TYPE  
Voting Rights 
Campaign Finance 
Economic Justice 
Corporate Influence 
Corporate Election Cor-
ruption 

LEGISLATIVE WRAPLEGISLATIVE WRAP--UPUP  
What you should knowWhat you should know  

Bill: SB 1884 Preemp-
tion on Local Gun Reg-

ulation 

SB1890/HB699 - Cam-
paign Financing 

SOURCE for  
Legislative 
Wrap-Up 

 
Florida Policy 
Action Network 

Florida Policy Action 
Network combines 
movement research, 
public policy analy-
sis, and citizen sup-
ported advocacy and 
action to change the 
way elected officals 
in Florida debate is-
sues that directly 
impact the state's 
most marginalized 
and oppressed.  

https://bit.ly/3o7vZ1L
https://bit.ly/3o7vZ1L
https://www.preventgunviolenceflorida.org/
https://www.preventgunviolenceflorida.org/
https://www.preventgunviolenceflorida.org/
https://www.flpan.org/about
https://www.flpan.org/about
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LEGISLATIVE WRAPLEGISLATIVE WRAP--UPUP  
What you should knowWhat you should know  

B I LL  N U M B E R  A N D  N A M E  

HB1/SB484 - "Combating 
Public Disorder" 
 
GO O D O R B A D?  

Bad 
 
C U RRE N T  S TA TU S  

Signed into Law by Gover-
nor 
 
D E S C R I P T IO N  

DeSantis anti-protest bill. 
 
 
N O TE S  -  U P C OM I N G  
D A TE  

Passed in the House and 

House version (HB1). HB1 

passed through its only 

Senate committee - Senate 

Appropriations on 

4/9/2021. Placed on Senate 

Special Order Calendar on 

Wednesday 4/14/2021. 

 
A LE C  (O R  OT HE R)  M O D-
E L  B ILL  
 
B I LL  S P O N SO RS   -  
HO U S E  

Juan Fernandez-Barquin 
B I LL  S P O N SO RS  -  S E N -
A TE  

Daniel Burgess 
 
C A S E  TYP E  

Racial Justice 
First Amendment 
Criminal Justice 

HB1/SB484 - 
"Combating Public Dis-

order" 

L I N K  TO  WE B S I TE  

https://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/
Sections/Bills/
billsdetail.aspx?
BillId=70193 
 
 
A RT I C LE S  

Florida legislative leaders 
release anti-riot bills 
this week 

Amid Capitol chaos, Flori-
da Lawmakers file bill 
to crack down on pro-
tet 

Democrats call DeSantis 
anti-protest bill 
'overkill' and say it 
would target Blacks 

Do we need an Anti-Mob 
Bill? 

Opinion poll: As legislative 
session looms, Florida 
GOP leadership might 
be out of step with vot-
ers 

ACLU of Florida Denounc-
es Gov. DeSantis' Pro-
posal to Criminalize 
Protest 

 
S E N A TE  C OM M I TTE ES  

 Criminal Justice 

 Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal 
and Civil Justice 

 Appropriations 
 
HO U S E  C OM M I TTEE S  

 Criminal Justice & 
Public Safety Sub-
comittee 

SB48/HB7045 - 
"School Choice" or Edu-

cational Scholarship 
Programs 

B I LL  N U M B E R  A N D  
N A M E  

SB48/HB7045 - "School 
Choice" or Educational 
Scholarship Programs 
 
GO O D O R B A D?  

Bad 
 
C U RRE N T  S TA TU S  

Ordered Enrolled - Wait-
ing to be signed by the 
Governor 
 
D E S C R I P T IO N  

School Choice; Revises 

student eligibility require-

ments under Family Em-

powerment Scholarship 

program to include stu-

dents with disabilities; 

revises provisions related 

to calculation of maxi-

mum amount of scholar-

ship funds granted to a 

student with disabilities; 

revises provisions related 

to funding and payment 

of scholarships awarded 

under program; providing 

requirements for use of 

funds under program; 

revising program admin-

istration obligations; re-

peals Gardiner Scholar-

ship Program; provides 

for future repeal of John 

M. McKay Scholarships 

for Students with Disabili-

ties Program; providing 

certain students with disa-

bilities are eligible for en-

rollment in transition-to-

work programs; revising 

amount of eligible contribu-

tions used for administrative 

expenses by an eligible non-

profit scholarship-funding 

organization under Florida 

Tax Credit Scholarship Pro-

gram. 

Effective Date: 7/1/2021  

A LE C  (O R  O THE R )  M O D E L  
B I LL  
 
L I N K  TO  WE B S I TE  

https://www.flsenate.gov/
Session/Bill/2021/48/?
Tab=BillHistory 
 
A RT I C LE S  
 

Florida Senate releases 
sweeping school choice 
proposal 

 
S E N A TE  C OM M I TTE ES  

 Education 

 Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education 

 Appropriations 
 
HO U S E  C OM M I TTEE S  
JO I N T  C O M MI TTE E S  
 
O P PO S IT IO N  

 Step Up for Students 

 Florida Citizens Alliance 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70193
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70193
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70193
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70193
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70193
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/48/?Tab=BillHistory
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/48/?Tab=BillHistory
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/48/?Tab=BillHistory
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SB402 - Public No-
tice and Voting 
Rights Restoration 
Database 
 
B I LL  N U M B E R  A N D  N A M E  

SB402 - Public Notice and 
Voting Rights Restoration 
Database 
 
G OO D  O R  B A D?  

Bad 
 
C U RRE N T  S TA TU S  

Signed into Law by Gover-
nor 
 
D E S C R I P T IO N  

Proposes to create a public 

voting rights database to 

track people with nonvio-

lent felony convictions. 

 

 
A LE C  (O R  O THE R )  M O D E L  
B I LL  
 
B I LL  S P O N SO RS  -  HO U S E-
B I LL  S P O N SO RS  -  S E N A TE  

Ray Rodrigues 
 
C A S E  TYP E  

Voting Rights 
Criminal Justice Reform 
Criminal Justice 

 

L I N K  TO  WE B S I TE  

https://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/
Sections/Bills/

billsdetail.aspx?
BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hd
mpDYw=-
637468423119991696 
 
A RT I C LE S  

Ray Rodrigues racked 
newspaper notices and 
voting resolution in one 
bill 

 

Category: LGBTQIA+ Rights, 
Transgender Justice, Education, 
Healthcare, Public Health, 
Youth, Climate Justice, Racial 
Justice 

G O O D O R B A D?  
B A D  

Status:  
Signed into Law by Governor 

Ordered Enrolled - Waiting to 
be signed by the Governor 

Summary:  
Limits sex educations, gives 
unresonable rights to parents 
to restrict and control curricu-
lum, violates LGBTQIA+ privacy 
and rights, and curtails things 
like black, women, LGBTQIA+ 
history and education.  

A LE C  (O R  O THE R )  M O D E L  
B I LL  
 
B I LL  S P O N SO RS  -  HO U S E  
 

Erin Grall 
B I LL  S P O N SO RS  -  S E N A TE  
 

Ana Maria Rodriguez 
 
C A S E  TYP E  

LGBTQIA+ 
Womens Rights 
Reproductive Rights 
Racial Justice 
Environmental Justice 
Education 

 

LEGISLATIVE WRAPLEGISLATIVE WRAP--UPUP  
What you should knowWhat you should know  

SB402 - Public Notice 
and Voting Rights Res-

toration Database 

Bill: HB241/SB582 Un-
safe Schools or so-called 

“Parental Rights”  

Link to More Information: 
https://bit.ly/3sUHxXE 

Get More Involved: Have the 

Florida Coalition for 

Transgender Liberation train 

your local organizing unit, 

faith group or business and 

then help expand support to 

fight this legislation. Help 

prepare for the next attacks 

coming in September 2021 

when legislative committee 

meetings start up again. Fill 

out this form to sign up for a 

training and/or get more 

involved with the 2021 Legis-

lative Follow Up. 

ALLIES 

Strive 
Florida Coalition for 
Transgender Liberation 
Planned Parenthood 
Florida NOW 
 
L I N K  TO  WE B S I TE  

https://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/
Sections/Bills/
billsdetail.aspx?
BillId=70313& 
A RT I C LE S  

Controversial Parents 
Rights Bill Refiled for 
2021 

 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70122&sui=v+F8hdmpDYw=-637468423119991696
https://bit.ly/3sUHxXE
https://forms.gle/77w93PKLifWUhYbJA
https://forms.gle/77w93PKLifWUhYbJA
https://forms.gle/77w93PKLifWUhYbJA
https://forms.gle/77w93PKLifWUhYbJA
https://forms.gle/77w93PKLifWUhYbJA
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70313&
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70313&
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70313&
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70313&
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70313&
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To Remind Us to Laugh 

  
On Republicans acting to re-
move Liz Cheney from House 
Republican leadership 
 
"Liz Cheney said Republicans have to 
choose be-
tween the 
truth and 
Trump, to 
which Re-
publicans 
said, 'The 
truth never 
gave us 
free 
hats.'" - Jimmy Fallon 
 
"The GOP doesn't push Trump - 
Trump pushes the GOP. And remem-
ber, Trump's not even in govern-
ment. He's a retired, semi-amateur 
golfer living in a weird Gothic swamp 
hotel with a bunch of Palm Springs 
radiologists and Russian spies." - Seth 
Meyers 
 
"It is a little weird to see a party be 
so loyal to a guy who doesn't have a 
loyal bone in his body - or possibly 
any bones in his body. But loyalty to 
Trump is a defining principle of the 
GOP right now. And if she doesn't 
agree with that, it doesn't make 
much sense for her to be one of the 
party's leaders. Like, I think Greta 
Thunberg makes some great points, 
but I don't think that she should be 
on the board of ExxonMobil." - Trevor 
Noah 

On Biden's recent address to Con-
gress on the eve of his first 100 days  

 
"Today marks the end of President 
Joe Biden's first 100 days in office, 
which is the period where every 
president tries to get their big things 
done. You know, FDR introduced the 
New Deal, Ronald Reagan rolled back 
the welfare state, and Bill Clinton 
installed that stripper pole in the 
situation 
room." - 
Trevor No-
ah 
 
"And to 
celebrate 
the occa-
sion, last 
night Joe 
Biden delivered his first address to 
Congress. Yes, for hundreds of years 
Joe Biden has sat and watched other 
presidents give speeches to Con-
gress, but now it was his turn." - 
Trevor Noah 
 
"President Biden tonight laid out the 
specifics for his 'American Families 
Plan.' Trump had a family plan, too, 
but his was to give jobs to everyone 
in his family." - Jimmy Kimmel 
 
"Get this: 85% of people who watched 
Biden's speech approved of it. That's 
amazing. The only other things Ameri-
cans like that much are Dolly Parton and 
cheese fries."- Jimmy Fallon  

 
"In Trump's first 100 days he accom-
plished a lot, too. He tweeted that Snoop 
Dogg's career was failing, that Nordstrom 
was mean to Ivanka, and that he was a 
better host of 'The Apprentice' than Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger." - Jimmy Kimmel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Ted Cruz appearing to fall 
asleep during Biden's address to 
Congress  
 
"Dreaming of Cancún, no doubt." - 
Jimmy Kimmel  
 
"President Biden called on Congress 
last night to create a new agency to 
develop breakthrough treatments for 
diseases such as Alzheimer's and can-
cer, and who knows, maybe even 
narcolepsy." - Seth Meyers  
 
On the FBI's raid of Rudy Giuliani's 
home and office  

 
"The FBI showed up with search warrants 
at 6 o'clock this morning. They made sure 
to show up in daylight, when Rudy was 
still asleep in his coffin" - Jimmy Kimmel 
 
"Come on, that's way too early! Rudy's 
not himself until he's had his first cup of 
hot breakfast wine." - Stephen Colbert 
 
"I know Rudy Giu-
liani is a high-
powered lawyer, 
mayor of New 
York City, adviser 
to the president of 
the United States, 
but I still picture 
his office above a 
repair shop right 
next to a palm reader's." - James Corden 
 
"When the agents walked in, Rudy got so 
nervous, he started sweating hair dye and 
tucking all the evidence down his pants." - 
Jimmy Fallon 
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Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

& LAYOUT EDITOR 
Wanda Schwerer 

admin@largodemocrats.com  

PHOTO EDITOR 
Heidi Sanchez 

Board of Directors 
Mary Lou Ambrose, President 
Dana Polk, Vice-President 
Donna Dennis Secretary 
Becky Heeren Treasurer 
Lorena Grizzle  - Parliamentarian 
Jay Chetney 
Bob Glass 
Polly Kraus 
Charlotte Maas 
Ginny Nelson 
Carl Panzarella 
Heidi Sanchez 
Wanda Schwerer (Webmaster)  
Lodewijk van den Berg  
Peggy Tucker 
 

All of the officers were elected 
March, 2021. Next election is March, 
2023 

Additional contact information is avail-
able on 

 

For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

LinkClick.aspx?

fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%

3d&portalid=72  

Senator Rick  Scott Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274  

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov   
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 
1st Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Peters-
burg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 
300 Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-
2817 Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office 
University of South Florida – St. Pete 
Williams House 511 Second St. S. St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  

https://www.facebook.com/Largodemocrats/
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
mailto:help@rickscott.senate.gov
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20http:/www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-senator-rubio?p=Contact
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/crist.house.gov/contact/
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/castor.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20http:/bilirakis.house.gov/contact/email-me

