
is Charlie Crist. He is real-
ly representing us in DC, 
and actually getting 
things done. Hopefully, 
with the new Democratic 
House Majority in Wash-
ington, he will have a 
chance to do even more. 

But I want to say Thank 
You to our local candi-
dates. First – Jennifer 
Webb. I joked at a Club 
meeting that Jennifer lost 
her race in 2016, spent a 

From the President’s Desk:  
By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  

Well, the Blue Wave was 
real for House seats and 
Governor’s Mansions 
across the country. Except 
in Florida…and Georgia. 
Florida is below the curve 
set by many other States.  
For the first couple of 
days I lost sight of the 
wins across the country 
because I was so fo-
cused on Andrew Gil-
lum’s loss and Bill Nel-
son’s loss along with 
losses for most of our 
great candidates. I 
want to take a few 
minutes and talk about 
these Candidates. We 
really owe them, and I 
want to say, “Thank 
You.” 

Andrew Gillum’s loss 
was devastating. He 
was, far and away, the 
best candidate Florida 

has produced for Gover-
nor in at least 20 years. 
The fact that he lost to a 
racist Trump clone says a 
lot of sad things about 
Florida.  In what should 
be the basic require-
ments for a US Senator, 
integrity and honesty, 
there is no comparison 
between Bill Nelson and 
Rick Scott, Scott has nei-
ther of those qualities. 

Our bright light Federally 
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day or two refocusing, 
and then started to run 
again. She kept running 

until she crossed the 
finish line on election 
day 2018. I was kid-
ding her, but that was 
absolutely true. Kudos 
to Jennifer. She also 
made history here in 
Florida. Jen is the first 
Lesbian to be elected 
to the Florida House 
or Senate, and the 
first woman to have 
her very supportive 
spouse hold the Bible 
when she took the 
oath. We also had 
wins that no one 
thought about be-
cause they were quiet 

MLA —> page 2 
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wins. Ben Diamond in D69 and Pat 
Gerard on the County Commission, 
won with no speeches, no fund rais-
ers, NO OPPONENTS! They won be-
cause no one bothered to run 
against them. That is a tribute to 
them. It rarely happens with Demo-
crats in Florida. And we cannot for-
get Rene Flowers in the School 
Board race. Rene is a force to be 
reckoned with, and she will return 
to the School Board. 

But Jennifer was not the only local 
candidate who worked hard. Our 
Club got behind two members who 
put themselves out 200%. Both Alex 
Heeren and Dawn Douglas worked 
hard, along with a crew of dedicat-
ed supporters. I know how hard 
Alex worked because he used our 
Insurance Office every week. He 
and his group went door to door, 
week after week. It was a disap-
pointment that he lost but he is 
young and smart and has a story to 
tell. I encourage him to run again, 
as Jennifer did, building on what he 
learned in this campaign. Dawn 
Douglas, teacher and Union Rep, 
got in late because she was upset 
that Chris Latvala was not opposed. 
The odds were against her, but she 
did really well against an incumbent 
with a well-known name. Again, I 
encourage her to run again, and I 
believe she will. 

For the State Senate Amanda Mur-
phy and Lindsay Cross are both 
smart capable women but were up 
against a party hack (Ed Hooper), 
and the worst, but probably best 
funded, Senator in Tallahassee (Jeff 
Brandes). Amanda has experience 

in Tallahassee, and a lot of good 
sense. Lindsay came in late and 
demonstrated, as Amanda did, 
what kind of smart capable women 
we need in Tallahassee. A newcom-
er, Amy Kedron, took on a popular 
Republican, Kathleen Peters, in a 
very red area and lost. We appreci-
ate Amy’s abilities. Will she run 
again? 

Our candidates for School Board 
were outstanding. Congratulations 
to Nicole Carr for her win. I get re-
petitive when I say she worked 
hard, but every one of these candi-
dates gave up a year of his or her 
life, trying to help bring Florida out 
of the mire it has fallen into over 
the last 20 years. Nicole is no ex-
ception. Jeff Larsen’s loss was sad 
and unexpected. He was an out-
standing candidate, and I personally 
believed he was a sure win.  Matt 
Steward also lost against a very 
popular and well-known opponent. 

One last thank you. Ginny Nelson, 
our D66 Chair and her Tuesday 
Morning Game-Changers worked 
hard and they worked smart. Due 
to their hard 
work and that 
of other work-
ers across the 
County, Pinel-
las County was 
BLUE! 

Florida general-
ly was a loss, 
especially in 
the House 
where other 
States stood up 
and did what 

was necessary. We did nothing 
to add to the Blue Wave. HOW-
EVER, A black Progressive came 
within a whisper of winning 
against a White Supremacist. 
That should give us hope. We 
had grass roots Dems all over 
the State going door to door, 
making calls and working for 
the change we need in Florida. 
In Pinellas County, we had can-
didates for almost every race. 
That has never happened in the 
15 years Joe and I have lived in 
Florida. We need to do what 
Jennifer did: Get out and do it 
all again in 2020. We did not 
win the races we needed to 
win, but we came close. In 2020 
we must cross the line. 

I hope you will join us on De-
cember 8th for our Holiday Par-
ty. If you haven’t received the 
information, email me at 
fldem406@gmail.com. 

 

Happy Holidays!   

mailto:fldem406@gmail.com
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Recap of November elections & activitiesRecap of November elections & activities  

October meeting — Dr. Rich Piper spoke on the Ballot initiatives.  
Rich with Charlie Tucker. 

Opening of the Clearwater Campaign office 
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Recap of November elections & activitiesRecap of November elections & activities  

  Campaign celebrity dropCampaign celebrity drop--bysbys  

Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley with PC DEC Vice-Chair Ramsay McLauchlan (left) 

and with campaign volunteers (right) 

Our own congressman, Charlie Crist 

with Mayor Kennedy and Commissioner 

Long (left) and volunteers (right) 
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Recap of November elections & activitiesRecap of November elections & activities  

Turnout in Pinellas County—as % of eligible voters! 

Turnout in Pinellas County—by Party Affiliation 
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Recap of November elections & activities 

Pinellas Recount! 



District 66 NewsDistrict 66 News  
Tuesday Morning Game Changers (TMGC)   

Recap of some of the events that took place in the Largo Mid-Pinellas Dem-
ocratic Club and Districts 66 and 67 area in 2018 

 

January - December  Tuesday Morning Game Changers (TMGC) met every 
Tuesday morning at 9 am for breakfast and politics.   

Join us at the Acropol Restaurant on Tuesdays through December 11th or 
after the Holiday break on Jan 8th 2019. 

On Saturday December 15th 2018 
at 12 noon we will march in the 
Largo Holiday Parade.  This will be 
our 2nd year in the parade. PLEASE 
JOIN US. The more the merrier. Call Gin-
ny Nelson at 727-400-6068, if interest-
ed. 

Some of our 2018 election year based 
activities included: 

 We began the year implementing 
“community based”  activism.  

 We focused on building one-on-one relationships in our neighborhoods, 
staffed voter registration events, and recruited and trained more volun-
teers.   

It is our plan to expand our outreach in 2019. Our goal is to get committee 
leaders into every precinct. If you have an idea on how  to help us, please 
contact Ginny. 

 From Saturday September 15th through November 3, 2018 we met to 
launch canvassing, phone banks, and postcard writing activities with 
our area volunteers.   

 We called our effort MOOV (Mid-Pinellas Organization of Volunteers). 
We worked out of the kitchen area of St Mary’s Missionary Baptist 
Church.  

 We had twenty-five (25) volunteers that showed up consistently.   

 We contacted over 12,000 voters in a push to GOTV.     
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Democratic Party NewsDemocratic Party News  

Join us Monday December 10th 

for our  

Pinellas Democratic 

Party Meeting and Officer Elections  

7pm-9pm 
St. Petersburg  Mariott 

12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N., 
St. Petersburg, FL  33716 

(map) 

While all Pinellas Democrats are welcome to attend, 
only elected DEC members will be able to vote. 

 
If you have a question regarding your status, please 

contact your District Chair. 
 

Anyone who is interested in running for office should 
contact the Party Secretary:  

 
grieta.patenaude@pinellasdemocrats.com 

 
by Thursday December 6th.   

 
Nomination will also be accepted from the floor. 

https://pinellasdemocrats.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=184627293a6f977c78f8e83b7&id=6fa03b41d9&e=8258de7ae5
mailto:grieta.patenaude@pinellasdemocrats.com
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Environmental NewsEnvironmental News  

In push to expand drilling, Trump admin-
istration clears way for seismic blasting off 
Florida coast 

parts of the southeastern coast to protect en-
dangered North Atlantic right whales, which 
now number only about 450.  

here oil and gas don’t exist. You’d think any-
one would want to know what the potential 
would be,” said David Mica, executive director 
of the Florida Petroleum Council. “And it has 
been shown over and over and over again by 

every administration going back decades that 
this is very safe. It’s fundamentally safe.” 

In their permits, good for only one year, NOAA 
wildlife managers included measures to pro-
tect species, particularly the right whales that 
give birth every year off the Florida and Geor-
gia coasts. The permits ban testing in waters 
up to 56 miles offshore between November 
and April during calving 
season. Surveyors must al-
so station visual and acous-

BY JENNY STALETOVICH 
jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 

November 30, 2018 06:11 PM 
Updated November 30, 2018 07:25 PM 
 

The Trump administration on Friday cleared 
the way for seismic blasting in search of oil off 
Florida and much of the Atlantic 
coast for the first time in more 
than three decades. 

The approval of wildlife permits by 
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration will now al-
low five companies to proceed 
with requests to use air guns to 
search the sea floor between Flor-
ida’s Space Coast and New Jer-
sey. It comes nearly two years 
after the Obama administration 
ruled risks from the deafening 
surveys outweighed any benefits, 
and it outraged environmental 
groups, which plan to fight the 
move. 

“Virtually the entire East Coast 
would be affected by it,” said Mi-
chael Jasny, an attorney with the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. “It’s a 
needless and shameless blow to the health of 
our coasts and oceans.” 

Scientists have long warned that ocean noise 
can harm marine life that use sound to find 
food, escape prey, communicate with young 
and locate mates. Sound can be amplified 
many times over underwater and travel thou-
sands of miles. Last year, the U.S. Navy 
agreed to limit explosions and sonar use along Next page —> 

mailto:jstaletovich@miamiherald.com
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tic observers on ships and stop work if they 
spot a whale within a mile. 

“While we do understand from available science 
that there are a possibility of effects and that 
could impact the population,” NOAA biologist 
Benjamin Laws said in a briefing, “our analysis 
shows we shouldn’t expect impacts that are 
greater than negligible.” 

But scientists, including NOAA researchers who 
in 2016 launched a 10-year plan to address 
dangers from increasing ocean noise, say the 
risks to fish are still not well understood. 

“Potential effects range from none to altering 
important behavioral patterns, masking, hear-
ing impairment, habitat abandonment, or even 
death, in certain circumstance,” NOAA scien-
tists wrote in an introduction to the plan. 

Environmentalists also say the surveys are un-
necessary given the overwhelming opposition 
by coastal states to drilling. They also say the 
dangers to dwindling populations of dolphins 
and whales that use sonar and are susceptible 
to noise are too great. In recent years, a num-
ber of species have been hit by mysterious die-
offs along the Atlantic coasts, including the 
deaths of 84 humpback whales since 2016, 
52 minke whales, and 20 right whales. 

“If you care about right whales regardless of 
where you live, you should care very much 
about what the Trump administration has done 
today,” Jasny said. “The right whale is now in 
free fall.” 

In January, after the Trump administration an-
nounced plans to open drilling in the Atlantic 
and parts of the eastern Gulf of Mexico closed 
to drilling since 1988, Florida lawmakers swiftly 
condemned the plan. Industry experts also say 
establishing a new oil field on the East Coast 
would be an expensive proposition with poten-
tially little payoff. 

The one and only time exploration has ever oc-
curred off the Atlantic coast, between 1976 and 

Environmental NewsEnvironmental News  

1983, it came up largely dry. Nearly 400 

leases were purchased that covered more 
than 2.3 million square miles, but only 
natural gas was discovered off the North-
east coast, according to the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management. The wells 
were ultimately abandoned. 

Drilling “is one of the most solidly op-
posed environmental issues that we have 
worked on in years,” said Catherine Wan-
namaker, a senior attorney with the 
Southern Environmental Law Center, who 
noted that opposition in coastal states has 
been bipartisan. “Seismic testing is noth-
ing but a precursor to offshore drilling 
that no one in the Southeast wants and 
there’s simply no reason for seismic test-
ing if you don’t want to drill.”    

 

 

 

From previous page 

https://cetsound.noaa.gov/Assets/cetsound/documents/Roadmap/ONS_Roadmap_Final_Complete.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2016-2018-humpback-whale-unusual-mortality-event-along-atlantic-coast
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2018-minke-whale-unusual-mortality-event-along-atlantic-coast
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2018-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article193051089.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article193051089.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article194473184.html
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Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  
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Wanda Schwerer 

admin@largodemocrats.com  
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Charlie Tucker, Treasurer 
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Lorena Grizzle  
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Heidi Sanchez 
Wanda Schwerer (Webmaster)  
Lodewijk van den Berg  
Peggy Tucker 
 

All of the officers were elected 
March, 2017. Next election is March, 
2019 

Additional contact information is avail-
able on 

 

For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

pdf_for_Website/

Voter_Information/2017%

20Citizens%20Guide.pdf 

Senator Bill Nelson Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 716 Senate Hart 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274 Fax: 202-228-2183 
Tampa Sam Gibbons Federal Court 
House 801 N. Florida Ave., 4th Floor 
Tampa, Florida 33602 Phone: 813-225-
7040 Fax: 813-225-7050 
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 1st 
Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Petersburg, 
FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 300 
Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-2817 
Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 8:30 
am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office Uni-
versity of South Florida – St. Pete Wil-
liams House 511 Second St. S. St. Pe-
tersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  

https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20http:/www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-senator-rubio?p=Contact
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/crist.house.gov/contact/
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/castor.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20http:/bilirakis.house.gov/contact/email-me

