
With this monumen-

tal tax bill, Ryan and 

his cronies took care 

of funding all their 

billionaire (some 

merely multi-

millionaire) Donors. 

They have been brag-

ging about how they 

are putting money 

back into the pockets 

of the regular Ameri-

cans. They have done 

that, but the relative 

value of the amounts 

going to these 

“regular Americans” 

is insignificant. Ryan, 

in fact, bragged 

From the President’s Desk:  
By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  

As I write this, Paul 

Ryan, the Speaker of 

the House and the 

person third in line 

for the Presidency, 

has announced that 

he will not run for 

reelection in Novem-

ber. He claims that 

since he got his tax 

bill through, he can 

return to Wisconsin 

and his very success-

ful (partially govern-

ment funded) family 

business and spend 

the next years watch-

ing his children grow 

up. All day long the 

Republicans in Con-

gress have been prac-

tically canonizing 

Ryan as an up-right, 

moral, epitome of 

true Republican val-

ues. Unfortunately, 

that is probably true 

in part – the part 

about the current sta-

tus of Republican val-

ues. 
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about a constituent 

who was receiving 

$1.50 more each 

week and as a result 

was going to be able 

to pay for her Costco 

Membership. Can you 

believe that he would 

think so little of this 

woman that he 

thought that $1.50 

would make her eter-

nally grateful to the 

Republicans for the 

tax cut?  

That is, of course only 

a small part of the tax 

bill story. The small 

benefits allotted to 

the “average Ameri-

cans” will pass away 

in a few years. The 

We are always happy to welcome one of our founding members, and 
good friend, Pat Gerard.    Pat’s  background is in Psychology and Rehabili-
tation Counseling, and as a mental health counselor.  She continued that 
work as the Mayor of Largo, and as a County Commissioner.  Commission-
er Charlie Justice said of Pat “we NEED her experience and voice on the 
County Commission.“   Read MORE at:   

Monday, April 16   — 6:30—8:45 pm 

Acropol Family Restaurant 1135 Starkey Rd, Largo, Florida 33771 

MLA —> next page 

Pinellas County Commissioner 

Pat Gerard 

https://www.largodemocrats.org/events/april-membership-meeting-commissioner-pat-gerard 

WWW.Largodemocrats.org 

F https://www.facebook.com/

Largodemocrats/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Acropol-Family-Restaurant-115498378469982/
https://www.largodemocrats.org/events/april-membership-meeting-commissioner-pat-gerard
https://www.largodemocrats.org


huge benefit to the billion-

aire class will go on forever 

unless the bill is rewritten. 

Hundreds of thousands of 

dollars will flow to the very 

wealthy who have benefitted 

exponentially in the last dec-

ades. Donald Trump put in 

his two cents in the discus-

sion about who benefitted 

from the tax cuts, saying 

that “believe me” all my rich 

friends are mad at me. Have 

you ever noticed that it is a 

sure sign that the President 

is lying when he says, 

“believe me?” 

But that is only part of the 

story. As soon as the tax bill 

was put in place and the 

country’s debt had exploded 

by trillions of dollars, Paul 

Ryan demanded the rewrite 

of all social programs. He 

seriously stated that the 

debt which his tax bill had 

caused had to be fixed by 

cutting Medicare, Medicaid, 

Social Security and all other 

“welfare” programs. Where 

else could it come from? 

Certainly not from his Do-

nors or those of other Re-

publican officials. This is the 

same Paul Ryan who went to 

college on Social Security 

benefits after the death of 

his father. This is the Paul 

Ryan whose brother received 

government disability bene-

fits and whose family busi-

ness has benefitted from 

government programs. He 

seems to believe that these 

benefits were appropriate 

for him but are not appropri-

ate for we lesser “average 

Americans.” 

Paul Ryan is a follower of the 

Capitalist guru Ayn Rand. 

Rand, in a nut shell, made it 

acceptable to be proud of 

being greedy. Rand wor-

shipped the almighty dollar 

and taught that working for 

the good of others is a 

weakness. There are Paul 

Ryan’s beliefs in a nutshell. 

Greed and Capitalism pre-

vail. The sixties and the 

move to “Ask what you can 

do for your country” are out. 

Greed, selfishness and great 

wealth are in. Paul Ryan, is 

in fact the model Republi-

can. He will not be a loss to 

the country or the govern-

ment. Unfortunately, others 

like him will follow, and he 

has set the Republican path.    

It is up to us to make sure 

that the Blue Tsunami feared 

by the Republicans washes 

out the Republican hold on 

all three segments of our 

government. We are on the 

correct path with our wins 

here in Florida, as well as 
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big wins in Virginia, Penn-

sylvania and Wisconsin. 

More women are running 

than ever before and more 

Democrats are involved in 

grass roots politics than ev-

er before. While it hurts my 

Progressive heart, we need 

to bring in the kind of Dem-

ocrats like Connor Lamb 

who can reach the more 

conservative Democrats and 

Independents among us. We 

need people who can talk to 

a disgruntled Trump voter 

or a person who simply did 

not vote in 2016. A difficult 

thing for me is that we need 

to stop being angry and fig-

ure out how to talk to the 

53% of Florida women who 

voted for Trump and the 

people who voted for him 

because they thought it 

would shake things up to 

their benefit. 

2018 will be the most im-

portant political year of our 

lifetimes, bar none. If we do 

not prevail and make the 

necessary changes to bring 

this country back from the 

abyss of Donald Trump and 

the party of Ayn Rand, the 

grand experiment of our 

Founding Fathers will cease 

to exist.  



In March, we held our first Candidate Forum.  Four candidates, for different offices, were 
asked to participate.    Ryan Torres, Candidate for Florida Attorney General,  Bernie 
Fensterwald, Candidate for FL SD 16,  Jennifer Webb, for FL HD 69, and Carl Zimmermann, 
for Pinellas County School Board, all responded to several questions moderated by Peggy 
Tucker and Wanda Schwerer.  

Jennifer Webb - 
As the candidate 
for HD 69, Jennifer 
first thanked the 
audience for all 
the help over the 
past two years 
and asked for fur-

ther support. Jennifer said, “I am com-
mitted to fighting to bring local control 
back to our communities.” She will fight 
to return control of local schools to the 
local school districts and not to charter 
schools. Jennifer went on to say that as 
the representative for HD 69, she will 
work to fund mental health services for 
our communities as well as to work to 
protect our water resources, beaches 
and all of our wonderful Florida environ-
ment. She encouraged all to visit her 
Website, www.electjenniferwebb.com. 

Bernie Fenster-
wald - Bernie ex-
plained, “As a 
candidate for Flor-
ida’s SD 16, I am 
running because 
of the complete 
dysfunction of the 
Florida Senate.”  

Bernie went on to say that he wants 
comprehensive healthcare for Floridians. 
He wants to see good paying jobs return 
to Florida. He believes that there is much 
too much money in government. He fa-
vors moving the capital from Tallahassee 
to a more central location to make it 
more accessible for everyone. Bernie 
asked that we visit his website for more 
information, to volunteer and to donate, 
www.bernie2018.com.  

Ryan Torrens - 
Ryan introduced 
himself as a Tampa 
attorney who 
fights for consumer 
protection and 
takes on big banks 
to protect against 

unfair foreclosures. He has been to court 
against JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, 
Wells Fargo and many others. As Attorney 
General he will take on the legislature to 
fully fund our public schools, and I will 
fight against Betsy Devos’ work to privatize 
America’s schools.; he favors raising teach-
er salaries. As AG, he will not defend this 
law limiting teachers’ unions. 

 Ryan said, “I will fight for our seniors, 
work to protect our families and take on 
the opioid crisis. I will always respect and 
enforce the rule of law. I will work to re-
store honor and integrity to the Florida’s 
Attorney General Office necessary follow-
ing Pam Bondi’s term.” His website is 
www.ryantorrens.com. 

Carl Zimmerman  
has been a teach-
er for 33 years. 
He just retired. He 
went on to say 
that we are in 
dire straits - 
teachers want out 
- students want 

out. Carl stated, “As a school board 
member I bring boots on the ground 
experience from the classroom to the 
boardroom.”   He supports alary increas-
es, however, also important is having 
funding for those classroom needs no 
longer support by the legislature; these 
include counselors, mental health, small-
er class sizes. The idea of neutralizing the 
teachers’ union will not improve schools 
in any way. He will work to restore re-
spect to our schools for teachers, admin-
istrators and for students. He favors 
bringing back technical training to Pinel-
las schools. Carl’s Website is 
www.carlzimmerman.com.  
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Highlights from March Meeting 



Senator Bill NelsonWashington, D.C. United 
States Senate 716 Senate Hart Office Build-
ing Washington, DC 20510 Phone: 202-224-
5274 Fax: 202-228-2183 Tampa Sam Gib-
bons Federal Court House 801 N. Florida 
Ave., 4th Floor Tampa, Florida 33602 Phone: 
813-225-7040 Fax: 813-225-7050 
 
Senator Marco RubioUnited States Senate, 
284 Russell Senate Office Building Washing-
ton, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-3041, Toll 
free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 228-5171, 
TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 5201 West 
Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 Tampa, FL 
33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 Call: (813) 
977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 427 
Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-9764 District 
Offices Seminole District Office 9210 113th 
Street Seminole, FL 33772 (727) 394-6950 
(727) 394-6955 (fax) St. Petersburg District 
Office 696 1st Avenue North, Suite #203 St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-
6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District Washington 
Office 205 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 Phone: (202)225-
3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tampa Office 4144 
N Armenia Ave Suite 300 Tampa, FL 33607 
Phone: (813)871-2817 Fax: (813)871-2864 
Office Hours: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm St. Peters-
burg Office University of South Florida – St. 
Pete Williams House 511 Second St. S. St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in advance. 
Note: Please mail all items to the Tampa Dis-
trict Office address. 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th DistrictWashington, 
DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Washington, 
DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-5755 FAX: 
(202) 225-4085 New Port Richey Office 7132 
Little Road New Port Richey, FL 34654 
PHONE: (727) 232-2921 FAX: (727) 232-
2923 Tarpon Springs Office 600 Klosterman 
Road Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 
34689 PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 
940-5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: (813) 
501-4944  

Contact your Federal Rep-Contact your Federal Rep-

resentative!resentative!  

Check out our all new WEBSITE! 

WWW.Largodemocrats.ORG 

After 10 years, it was time for a complete revamp of the 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club website.   Be sure to 

check out the new site.   

 You can pay your annual dues online via credit card 

 You can “register” (RSVP) for a meeting; this allows 

us to estimate the attendance prior to the meeting. 

 All new feeds for news (state & national) and opinion 

 More Photos—and MORE.  Improved Calendar!   
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http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20http:/www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-senator-rubio?p=Contact
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/crist.house.gov/contact/
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/castor.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20http:/bilirakis.house.gov/contact/email-me
http://www.largodemocrats.org
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U pc omi ng  s p eaker s  

July 2018 

Anna V. Eskamani is an Or-

lando Native and daughter of Iranian immigrant parents, who 

has worked relentlessly her entire life to protect all members 

of our community. A community organizer who is fighting un-

apologetically for progressive values, Anna currently serves 

as the Senior Director of Public Affairs and Communications 

for Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida. 

She is  an advocate for women’s health and equality. Anna is 

also a PhD student in Public Af-

fairs at the University of Central 

Florida , She has also been fea-

tured on the cover of Time maga-

zine, (see insert)  and is a candi-

date for HD 47. 

Anna serves on local boards, 

including Valencia College's 

Peace and Justice Institute, and 

is a founding member of the Flor-

ida Coalition to Prevent Gun Vio-

lence, a gun safety advocacy 

coalition that formed after the 

Pulse nightclub massacre.  

For the most up-

to-date infor-

mation on your 

Federal, State, 

and County rep-

resentatives in-

cluding all con-

tact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.co

m/Portals/Pinellas/

Documents/

pdf_for_Website/

Vot-

er_Information/2017

%20Citizens%

May, 2018 

Representative Ben Diamond, FL HD 68.  Ben 

and Christina  welcomed twin daughters on April 2.  

Adele Marie Diamond, 6 lbs, 10 oz, and Vera 

Jeanne Diamond, 7 lbs, 2 oz , and Christina are all 

doing well, so Ben welcomes the opportunity to get 

out of the house and speak to us.   He will update 

us on the 2018 Legislative Session & his re-election 

race.

 June, 2018   

Mike Sutton, 

CFRE, Chief 

Executive Of-

ficer at Habi-

tat for Hu-

manity of Pi-

nellas County. 

Experience in 

the non-profit sector includes a breadth and 

depth of knowledge in all aspects of devel-

opment, management, marketing, communi-

cations, recruitment of volunteers and fund-

raising. Accustomed to working with busi-

ness and community leaders, faith based 

organizations, and prospective donors. Abil-

ity to quickly access opportunities and is-

sues and develop and implement appropri-

ate response strategies.  

 

Comfortable working in a results-oriented 

environment of high expectations. Skilled at 

training and mentoring staff to higher levels 

of production. Strong written and verbal 

communication skills. The energy and ability 

to juggle multiple tasks. Skills & involvement 

include: strategic planning, operations man-

agement, financial management, organiza-

tional development, program development 

and management, volunteer and staff train-

ing, marketing and communications, and 

fund raising.    

https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf


 
Exempted from Tampa Bay Times 
04/04/18 
By Peggy Tucker 

 
Florida voters would see 24 
proposals rolled into 12 amend-
ments on the November ballot 
under a preliminary proposal 
unanimously adopted by the 
Style and Drafting Committee 
of the powerful Constitution 
Revision Commission (CRC) 
 
The proposal was prepared by 
Commissioner Brecht Heuchan, 
chair of the committee, which 
has the power to decide which 
amendments get rewritten, 
which get merged with others, 
and which get weakened. 
 
The CRC has the unique au-
thority to put amendments di-
rectly on the ballot if 22 mem-
bers of the 37-member com-
mission approve. Under the 
proposal tentatively agreed to 
last week, here's what voters 
would see: 
 
Six proposals would stand on their 
own and not be merged with oth-
ers: Proposal 39, which expands the 
ban on lobbying by former public offic-
es, restricts current public officers 
from lobbying and prohibits the use of 
public office for public bene-

fit; Proposal 93, which allows in-
novative and high-performing 
school districts to have the 
same flexibility as charter 
schools; Proposal 11, which 
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CRC update 

closes the write-in loophole for 
elections; Proposal 29, which 
requires employers to verify the 
immigration status of their em-
ployees; and Proposal 67, 
which bans greyhound racing 
in Florida. 
 
Proposal 10, which calls for ex-
panding civics education in 
public schools, would be teth-
ered to Proposal 71 to allow 
the state — in addition 
to school boards — to author-
ize charter schools and 
to Proposal 43, to limit the 
terms of school board mem-
bers. 
 
Proposal 91, which bans oil 
and gas drilling in state-owned 
waters, would be merged 
with Proposal 65, which adds 
vaping to the indoor smoking 
ban. 
 
Proposal 44, which requires a 
super-majority vote by universi-
ty trustees to raise fees, would 
be tied to two other ide-
as: Proposal 49, which pro-
vides college tuition for survi-
vors of first responders and 
military who die in the line of 
duty; and Proposal 83, which 
establishes the state college 
system in the Constitution. 
 
Proposal 13, which would re-
quire Miami-Dade County to 
elect its sheriff, will be rolled 

together with three other initi-
atives: Proposal 26, which 
creates an Office of Domestic 
Security and Counterterror-
ism within the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment; Proposal 9, which 
makes the Department of 
Veteran's Affairs a constitu-
tionally required office; 
and Proposal 103, which 
changes the start date of the 
legislative session in even-
numbered years from March 
to January. 
 
Three proposals to eliminate 
obsolete laws would be 
grouped together: Proposal 3, 
relating to the Alien Land 
Law; Proposal 12, authorizing 
high speed rail in Florida; 
and Proposal 20, which 
cleans up criminal statutes. 
 
Three proposals relating to 
the court system would be 
merged: Proposal 96, which 
imposes new victims' rights in 
court proceedings; Proposal 
6, which gives judges inde-
pendent authority to interpret 
statutes rather than deferring 
to an agency; and Proposal 
41, which extends the man-
datory retirement age for 
judges from 70 to 75. 
 
Each of the 24 ideas had 
been given preliminary ap-

CRC —> next page 

These 24 Ideas Could Appear on Florida’s 
Ballot in November 

http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0039
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0093
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0011
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0029
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0067
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0010
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0071
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0043
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0091
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0065
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0044
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0049
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0083
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0013
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0026
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0009
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0103
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0003
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0012
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0020
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0096
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0006
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0006
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0041
http://www.flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0041


proval by the full commission 
but the grouping now needs 22 
votes to make it to the Novem-
ber ballot. 
 
Four of the proposals — the 
employment verification plan, 
prohibiting state buildings from 
being named after current 
elected officials, elimination of 
the write-in loophole in elec-
tions, and the greyhound ban 
— fell short of the 22 votes in 
the first round. Several mem-
bers expressed concern that 
tying them together would be 
seen as an attempt to prop up 
less popular measures with 
more popular ones. 
 
The full commission will vote on 
the proposals as presented by 
the committee but it can amend 
any of them with 22 votes, 
Heuchan said. 
 
The CRC meets every 20 years 
and has the unique power to 
place constitutional amend-
ments directly on the November 
ballot. It has a May 10 deadline 
to complete its work. Ballot pro-
posals will need support of 60 
percent of the voters to become 
law.  
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Thank you! to our generous Sponsors!Thank you! to our generous Sponsors!Thank you! to our generous Sponsors!   

Mary Lou Ambrose, Joe Barkley, Sharon Clifford,  Donna Dennis, Lois Fries,  Joanne Lentino,  Wanda 

Schwerer, Judy Sellers,  and Toni & Billy Walker, 

The proceeds from this picnic go directly into the LARGO/MID-PINELLAS PROGRESSIVE POLITICAL 

COMMITTEE, which contributes to State, County & local candidates!   .   

Highlight of  the10th Annual Politics in the ParkHighlight of  the10th Annual Politics in the ParkHighlight of  the10th Annual Politics in the Park   
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For more photos go to:    https://www.largodemocrats.org/photo-albums 
These photos by Heidi Sanchez 

https://www.largodemocrats.org/photo-albums
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A NEW GenerationA NEW GenerationA NEW Generation   



WWW.LARGODEMOCRATS.ORG 

Please visit our new 

website. NOTE that it 

has changed 

from .com to .org!!! 

There are many sub-

menus with valuable 

information.  Don’t 

overlook them. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and involved 
in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not 
just about talk. We will be part of 
the action in finding the best candi-
dates and getting them elected, as 
well as supporting the most im-
portant causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on 
doors, register voters, and whatev-
er else it takes to bring change to 
our communities, our county and 
our state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at social 
events throughout the year. Grass-
roots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community service 
projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss issues 
of local, state and national im-
portance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  

 

Stating in membership year 2017 
our dues will be $15.00 per year. 
This is the first increase in dues 
since  our founding in 2009. 
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Wanda Schwerer 

admin@largodemocrats.com  
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Board of Directors 
Mary Lou Ambrose, President 
Becky Heeren, Secretary 
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Lois Fries 
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Lodewijk van den Berg  
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All of the officers were elected March, 
2017. Next election is March, 2019 

Additional contact information is available 
on www.largodemocrats.com – 
click on Opinions and Letters  

http://WWW.LARGODEMOCRATS.ORG

