
versity of Pennsylva-

nia, and he seems to 

have graduated. Re-

member that the per-

son with the lowest 

academic score at 

Graduation is still a 

graduate of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylva-

nia.  

He is, however, very 

smart when it comes 

to self-preservation. 

He is running the gov-

ernment without hav-

ing anyone in charge 

of the various Depart-

ments. Almost all of 

From the President’s Desk:  
By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  

Back before he was a 

candidate, Donald 

Trump spent a lot of 

air time, asking for 

B a ra c k  O b a m a ’ s 

grades from High 

School, College and 

Law School, as well as 

for his birth certificate. 

It seemed that he, big-

ot that he has always 

been, could not imag-

ine a smart black man. 

It was far beyond what 

he could consider. 

Trump is faced now 

with demands for his 

own grades and has 

gone to great lengths 

to keep them hidden. 

He has consistently 

told his loyal followers 

how brilliant he is, and 

what great institutions 

of higher learning he 

attended. Let’s be hon-

est. Trump is not bril-

liant. His daddy got 

him into the Uni-
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his Department have 

“Acting” heads. This 

means he appoints 

them, but they do not 

need the approval of 

the Senate. It makes it 

easy to hire and fire a 

Over the years, MacManus has taken part in thousands of media interviews for 

regional, national and international publications. Her analysis has been pub-

lished by the New York Times, CNN, Fox News, and countless others. Out of all 

the events, she’s leant her insight to, she says it was the 2000 presidential elec-

tion that continues to be the most memorable. She recalls doing interviews with 

dozens of different outlets for 36 hours straight and continued to provide a com-

prehensive breakdown for weeks following Election Day.  

Monday, April 15 — 6:30—8:45 pm 
Acropol Family Restaurant, 1170 Starkey Rd, Largo, Florida 33771 

Con’t  —> page 2 

Dr. SUSAN MACMANUS 

“Where people are getting their 
political news” 
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person he views as not work-

ing in his own special interest. 

With an Acting head he is 

able to appoint people who 

will act in Trump’s interest, 

not in the interest of the peo-

ple of the United States. So, 

few departments are set up, 

important departments which 

have serious responsibilities, 

that, until this week it seemed 

unusual that Internal Reve-

nue Service had all top staff in 

place.  Who noticed? 

Obviously, Trump had a goal 

in mind when he concentrated 

on staffing the IRS. Someone 

must have informed him that 

if the Ways and Means Com-

mittee asked the IRS for cop-

ies of Trump’s tax returns, un-

der the law they had to hand 

them over. Because the stat-

ute says they shall turn them 

over to the Committee with-

out question. One of the first 

things a person learns in Law 

School is the difference be-

tween a statute that says 

“shall” and one that says 

“will.” There is no choice if the 

statute says a thing shall be 

done. It shall be done. That 

is, except if Donald Trump 

has put his own people in the 

decision-making positions. 

“His own people” translates to 

people who will put Donald 

MLA From Page 1 
Trump’s personal and business 

interests above the law and the 

people. Now, on receipt of the 

demand for the President’s tax 

returns, Trump’s own people in 

the IRS say they will consult 

with Trump’s own person at 

the Justice Department, Attor-

ney General Barr. How conven-

ient. Trump is also betting 

that, should this go to the Su-

preme Court, “his people” there 

will make the decision to up-

hold the refusal to turn over 

the President’s tax returns. I 

am not certain that’s true. It 

turns out that Justice Ka-

vanaugh is not sticking fully 

with the ultra-conservative 

line, and Chief Justice Roberts 

is becoming the swing vote at 

times. Justices Alito, Gorsuch 

and 

Thomas will most likely de-

cide that, in the case of the 

President’s tax returns, 

“shall” really means “will.” 

We will see if it plays out that 

way. 

So, the Mueller Report and 

soon the appeal of the peti-

tion to turn over Trump’s tax 

returns are in the hands of an 

Attorney General who seems 

to believe, at least in regard 

to President Trump, that the 

President is above the law. I 

guess that when it really 

counts, Trump is pretty 

smart. Pretty smart trans-

lates to being smart in pro-

tecting himself against all the 

illegal, mean, bigoted and 

selfish things he has done all 

his life.   
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U pc omi ng  

s p eak ers  

 

 

HB 7101—Oppose 

HB 7101 and amendments 

added by Representative 

Ingoglia to HB 7101, would: 

 Prohibit supervisors of 
elections from mailing 
out vote by mail ballots 
less than eight days 
before an election. 

 Limit the number of 

days that voters could 

request a VBM ballot to 

ten days before elec-

tion day. 

HB 7101's Impact by the 

Numbers 

Ballot Requests October 28, 
2018 though November 6, 
2018: 

 71,485 ballots that were 
legally requested and pro-
vided by Supervisors of 
Elections in 2018 would 
not have been honored un-
der HB 7101. 

VBM Mailed October 30, 

2018 through No-
vember 6, 2018: 

 99,343 ballots that were 
mailed by Supervisors of 
Elections in 2018 would 
not have been mailed in 
2018 were HB 7101 law. 

What votes may not have 
been cast and counted if HB 
7101 was law in 2018? 

 53,929 ballots that were 
cast in 2018 were either 
requested or mailed — 
and then cast and counted 
— in the new vote by mail 
restriction window laid out 
in HB 7101, according to 
an analysis summary of 
the 2018 voter file. 

HB 7089; SB 7086 - OP-

POSE 

Voting Rights Restoration 

This bill undermines Amend-

ment 4, the constitutional 

amendment that restores the 

eligibility to vote to Floridians 

with felony convictions after 

they complete all of the terms 

of their sentence. The amend-

ment, which excludes those 

convicted of murder or sexual 

offenses, received votes from 

5.1 million Floridians and 

passed in November.  

HB 7093; SB 7030 - OPPOSE 

School Safety and Security 

(Arming Teachers) 

This bill is commonly known as 

the "Guardian" bill and intends 

to arm teachers. Last session a 

version of this bill passed, but 

stated that teachers who 

"exclusively perform classroom 

duties" are ineligible to partici-

pate. The current version elimi-

nates that clause, thus allowing 

teachers to carry a gun into the 

classroom. The House version 

was scheduled for a floor vote 

this past Wednesday but was 

temporarily postponed. (LWVF)  

Representative Jennifer Webb  HD69 has 
been invited to join us in MAY to give an  
inside view of a freshman representative’s 
life in Tallahassee.  Let’s hope the session 
schedule allows her to do so, 

JUNE—Susan Glickman is the Florida Director of 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy.  She’s been a con-
sultant for many national environmental organiza-
tions, such as the Natural Resources Defense Council 
and the Union of Concerned Scientists.  

Selected Bills to Watch this Session 
 And to contact your Representative! 
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It’s almost here!It’s almost here!  

Saturday 

April 27, 2019 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Shelter 4 

Taylor Lake Park 

      (across from Pinecrest Golf on 8th 

Ave) 

Admission is $10.   

Tickets may be obtained from:   

Mary Lou Ambrose  443-4045 or 

Bob Glass 319-6031  

Or 

 Buy Tickets NOW 

We are going as GREEN as we can for this picnic.   Please try to bring your own plate & 

Utensils.  Bring a refillable water bottle.  If you cannot do that, come anyhow, we have 

provisions and Items for sale.  Need a bag to carry it all in?  We will have bags for 

sale as well! This is our effort to take a step toward  Helping the Environment.  

Get your Beer-

brats and hot 

dogs!  Lots of 

side dishes & 

desserts.  Iced 

Tea and sodas. 

BPA free! With a straw!  Just 

$10 

Notice our LOGO on 

the front!  Just $15 

https://www.largodemocrats.org/events/politics-in-the-park-1


Page 5 Vol. 11 Number 4 

District 66 NewsDistrict 66 News  
Democratic District 66 Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 28, 2019 

Speaker: Wanda Schwerer 

Wanda spoke about the 
approximately 24 bills in 
the Florida State Legisla-
ture dealing with aspects 
of preemption. The ban on 
local municipalities pass-

ing any 
gun 
legisla-
tion is 
an ex-
ample 
of this. 
Current 

issues include the short-
term rentals; the state 
wants to take control of 
those away from local gov-
ernments. A new bill 
would eliminate the com-
munity regulations that 
were grandfathered 
in and allow short-
term rentals any-
where in FL. Another 
issue is the state 
halting local gov’ts 
from banning single-
use plastic straws 
and plastic bags. Oth-
er preemption issues 
include setting a minimum 
wage, regulation of char-
ter schools, and much 

more. Wanda has a 
newsletter updating any-
one interested in learn-
ing the latest 
about the im-
pact of the 
state legisla-
ture on local 
governments.  

We are en-
couraged to 
call and write 
our legislators, 
write letters to 
the editor, post on Face-
Book tagging our legisla-
tors and whatever we 
can do to publicize these 
issues and gain public 
support.  

Speaker: Malanda 
Schmitz 

Malanda shared her per-
sonal 
story 
with us 
as she 
devel-
oped 
into a 
Demo-
cratic 

activist. Now she is de-
veloping training pro-
grams. She presented a 

power point, “Best Prac-
tices” in District 66. She 
explained that Pinellas is 

one of 
the 
four 
“Pivot” 
coun-
ties in 
the 
state; 
that is, 
they 
reflect 

the voter trends in the 
country.  

Voters in District 66 are 
29% NPA, 40% Republi-
can, and 31% Democrat. 
Our rep is Nick DiCeglie, 
and we need to keep 
calling him to let him 
know how we want him 
to vote on issues. 

It’s imperative that we 
organize each precinct—
and Organize to Mobi-
lize for each election. 
With the Magnet Model, 
we start with a shared 
goal, engage others, 
train them, delegate and 
empower them. They’re 
all volunteers, so the 
group will change over 
time. Each group helps 

Announcements: 
 

Next meeting: 
April 25, 2019, 
at the Seminole 
Library at 6:30 
pm. 

provide the data needed. 
The PCPs (Precinct Com-
mittee Persons) have the 
most important job in 
the party! Remember 
that we’re all “In it to 
Win it!” 

Malanda will be offering 
trainings throughout the 
county. 

The point was also made 
that Districts 66 & 67 
need to work together in 
next March’s Clearwater 
City Council election. 
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CONTACT US 
2250 1st Avenue North 
St Petersburg, FL 33713 
Office hours vary based on volunteer ability. 
Please call or email for more information.  

office@pinellasdemocrats.com  

727.327.2796  

 

Pinellasdemocrats.or

The newly formed Digital Services Team is re-

vamping the Pinellasdemocrats.com website.   

Be patient as they add/change/move infor-

mation. 

Ou can still monitor the calendar (Link at 

right), and/or sign up for the Pinellas Demo-

cratic newsletter for information on training. 

The Campaign Planning Committee is already 

active , recruiting volunteers and holding 

training sessions.  This is a fantastic new effort 

for the Pinellas Democrats, one that we be-

lieve will pay tremendous dividends.  Please 

Contact Lisa DesConteaux to get involved. 

  lisa.descoteaux@pinellasdemocrats.com  

https://pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/events/
mailto:lisa.descoteaux@pinellasdemocrats.com
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From the Chair's Desk: 

Weekly Update    

This week we were proud 

to launch our FDP Blue 

Days of Service with the 

Bay County Democrats on 

Saturday, helping seniors 

in Panama City clean up 

hurricane debris six 

months after Hurricane 

Michael. The Panhandle 

is still unbelievably dev-

astated and needs our 

help. Thank you to Bay 

County Chair Patricia 

Byrd and all the North 

Florida Democrats who 

worked together to make 

a difference -- check out 

the before and after pix 

on our Facebook page  

The 2019 Legislative Ses-

sion has reached the half-

way point, and bills 

(mostly bad) are taking 

shape and starting to 

move. Watch for Action 

Alerts to contact legisla-

tors, and please make 

calls when requested to 

back our Democratic rep-

resentatives and senators 

or call in opposition in 

massive numbers to 

make sure our Demo-

cratic voices are heard.  

All hands are now need-

ed on deck for Runoffs 

and Special Elec-

tions! Virtual Phone-

banks are now set up to 

chase Vote By Mail bal-

lots going out this week 

in Duval County for the 

May 19 Runoffs, and for 

Democrat Kelly Smith 

in the June 18th Special 

Election in Pasco Coun-

ty for HD38. Turnout 

typically is very low in 

these races, and getting 

every VBM ballot in 

matters. Make calls 

from anywhere us-

ing the Virtual Phone-

bank here.  

The 2019 Leadership 

Blue Conference & Gala 

will be June 7–9 at Dis-

ney's Yacht & Beach 

Club. Join us for a week-

end of party building, 

valuable trainings, and a 

celebration to support 

electing Democrats in 

2020.  

Rooms are booking up 

quickly, so please reserve 

your lodging accommo-

dations soon as 

well. Click here to book 

your hotel room.  
Last weekend we joined 

the Bay County Demo-

cratic Party in the Pan-

handle for FDP's inau-

gural Blue Day of Ser-

vice. Many Floridians 

are still struggling to 

recover from the devas-

tation of Hurricane Mi-

chael — thank you to 

those who joined us to 

help our neighbors in 

need. 

 Starting this month, we 

will be doing statewide 

FDP Blue Days of Ser-

vice monthly and urge 

all county parties and 

caucuses to join in with 

service projects of your 

own choosing to make a 

difference in your com-

munity. One of the 

things that makes us 

Democrats is our core 

commitment to helping 

others, and collectively 

we will make a differ-

ence in our communi-

ties all across the state. 

If your DEC would like 

to team up with us for a 

Blue Days of Service 

event, please contact 

our Political Director 

Lauren Calmet 

at lauren@floridadems.org.  

http://m.floridadems.org/Phonebank
http://m.floridadems.org/Phonebank
https://book.passkey.com/event/49882683/owner/70576/home?submit-btn=Book+Hotel+Rooms
https://book.passkey.com/event/49882683/owner/70576/home?submit-btn=Book+Hotel+Rooms
mailto:lauren@floridadems.org
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Bryan Beck-
man of the 
Suncoast Si-
erra Club 
visited our 
club on 
March 18, 

2019 to introduce us to the 
Sierra Club’s “Ready for 
100” campaign. The Sierra 
Club is a national organiza-
tion dedicated to Enjoying, 
Exploring and Protecting 
the Planet and is the oldest, 
largest, and most influen-
tial grassroots environmen-
tal organization in the US. 
Bryan provided us with the 
following information. 
 
Ready for 100 This is the 
National Sierra Club Cam-
paign. In this national cam-
paign, the club engages cit-
ies in energy equity, edu-
cates them about the im-
portance of renewable en-
ergy and encourages them 
to set their own goals for 
the “100”.  The primary 
goal is for community lead-
ers to commit to 100 % 
cleaner, cheaper, healthier 
energy. The focus on Pinel-
las County is called the 
100% Pinellas. Currently, 
St. Petersburg, Largo and 
Dunedin have set the goal 
of having city operations at 

100 by 2035.  St. Peters-
burg has set the goal for 
the entire city to be 100% 
also by 2035. Dunedin’s 
entire city target is 2050, 
and Largo’s target is to be 
determined. These 3 cities 
can help to move Pinellas 
County into a leader in the 
Clean Energy Revolution. 
 
Next, Bryan spoke about 
the work of Suncoast Sier-
ra with businesses to en-
courage a switch to solar 
energy and lighting, and 
the enormous savings 
with their 
use. As 
more cit-
ies’ partici-
ple in the 
campaign, 
more busi-
nesses will 

be encouraged to become 
energy efficient. When 
more cities and businesses 
commit to clean energy, 
Duke Energy may also see 
the benefit. 
 
The 2019 goals for the 
Suncoast Sierra Club are 1) 
Pinellas County adopts the 
RF100 goals, 2) bring 2 
more Pinellas cities on 
board, 3) continue sup-
porting existing cities, and 
4) engage Duke Energy. 
 
For this and more infor-
mation, visit the Suncoast 
Sierra Club’s website at 
https:www.sierraclub.org/1
00pinellas. To reach Bryan, 
e m a i l  B r y -
anB@SuncoastSierra.org. 
Also, look for the club on 
Facebook. 

 Highlights of March Meeting 
March 18, 2019 Club Meeting Speaker 
Bryan Beckman, Suncoast Sierra Club 

mailto:BryanB@SuncoastSierra.org
mailto:BryanB@SuncoastSierra.org
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 Highlights of February’s Speaker 
February  2019 Club Meeting Speaker 

Janet Long, Pinellas County Commissioner  

Janet Long, one of 

our seven Pinellas 

County commission-

ers, joined the Lar-

go/Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club as 

a speaker for the 

February 2019 

meeting. Janet 

opened by sharing 

how happy she was 

to be at the meeting 

to talk about all of 

the wonderful things 

the commission is 

doing. During the 

year John Morroni 

passed away leav-

ing a large hole in 

the commission. Jay 

Beyrouti served as 

interim commission-

er until the Novem-

ber election. At that 

time, Kathleen Pe-

ters began serving 

in District 6. When 

this occurred, we 

made history by 

having a women-

majority Board for 

the first time. We 

also have a new 

County Administra-

tor, Barry A. Bur-

ton. He is turning 

out to be quite 

okay. He is working 

hard. 

 

Pinellas County has 

one million resi-

dents. The county 

has a 2.4 billion 

dollar budget. 

Providing leader-

ship for the county 

is an important job. 

The Board governs 

all unincorporated 

areas directly; mu-

nicipalities may 

call upon the 

County for special-

ized services. The 

board has the 

power to adopt or-

dinances, approve 

the County budg-

et, set millages, 

and establish the 

requirements for 

the departments 

under its control.  

Janet explained 

that the commis-

sion has commit-

ted to be the 

Standard for public 

service in America 

to show how gov-

ernment can work! 

During 2018, Pen-

ny for Pinellas was 

passed by 86%. 

Janet is also 

pleased to serve 

on the six-county 

Tampa Bay Regional 

Planning Council 

representing Pinel-

las County as the 

Immediate Past-

Chair. The Council 

provides the forum 

for working together 

so find solutions to 

common issues. 

 

Next Janet dis-
cussed the Commis-
sion’s Strategic Plan 
as well as the Com-
mission’s 2018 Ac-
complishments Re-
port. Below is just 
an excerpt from 
that document. To 
view the entire re-
port, visit the docu-
ment at:  http://
www.pinellascounty.
org/
accomplishments/
default.htr 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/accomplishments/default.htr
http://www.pinellascounty.org/accomplishments/default.htr
http://www.pinellascounty.org/accomplishments/default.htr
http://www.pinellascounty.org/accomplishments/default.htr
http://www.pinellascounty.org/accomplishments/default.htr
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prised at the in-
crease in hate 
crimes."  

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  

"I just read a statis-
tic that “Hate 
Crimes” have in-
creased more than 
200% since Mr. 
Trump was inaugu-
rated.  Shortly after 
that, while shop-
ping in the super 
market, a nice man 
began talking to 
me.  I responded, 
and we had a 
friendly conversa-
tion until he 
coughed, and said, 
“Damn immigrants, 
they’re bringing 
the flu up from 
Mexico, and I 
caught it.”  Now if 
that sounds ridicu-
lous, I agree.  I re-
sponded that what 
he said was nuts, 
and he called me 
another Nancy 
Pelosi.  Walking 
away, the thought 
occurred that even 
something as uni-
versal as the flu, is 
being blamed on 
immigrants.  And I 
became less sur-

rican Americans, 
having voters ra-
ther than state leg-
islatures elect our 
senators, abolish-
ing the poll tax, 
giving the District 
of Columbia a say 
in the Electoral Col-
lege, and extend-

ing the right to 
vote to women and 
younger Americans 
-- made our repub-
lic more democrat-
ic. 

The 26th Amend-
ment, approved in 
1971, to let 18-
year-olds vote was 
the last to get 
through in a con-
ventional way. The 
fluky 27th Amend-
ment, ratified in 
1992, had been 
sent to the states 
in 1789. It bars a 
sitting Congress 
from raising its 
own pay and was 

only approved after 
Gregory Watson, a 
sophomore at the 
University of Texas, 
discovered in the 
1980s that it was 
still out there. 

That our last 
amendment was 
something close to 

an accident under-

scores how unwilling 
we are to confront 
the need for system-
atic change. That's 
why I cheered this 
week when Sen. Bri-
an Schatz, D-Hawaii, 
joined a group of 
colleagues to pro-
pose an amendment 
providing for the 
election of our presi-
dent by popular 

Full Article click 

here  

Letter to the Editor—by Lois Fries 

Submitted to the Tampa Bay 

Times—4-8-2019 

This is a time for Constitu-
tional boldness 
E.J. Dionne Jr. on Apr 4, 2019 

WASHINGTON -- As 
a country, we have 
become Constitu-
tionally lazy. And 
timid. 

Note the capitaliza-
tion of 
"Constitutionally." 

At various points in 
our history, we 
have been willing 
to reexamine 
flawed or out of 
date provisions in 
our founding docu-
ment. Six constitu-
tional amendments 
-- guaranteeing the 
right to vote for Af- Con’t on  page 11—> 

https://www.arcamax.com/politics/fromtheleft/ejdionnejr/s-2193967-p2
https://www.arcamax.com/politics/fromtheleft/ejdionnejr/s-2193967-p2
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Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  
PAGE 2PAGE 2  

vote, not the Elec-
toral College. Sen. 
Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., 
offered a compara-
ble proposal last 
month. So far, at 
least seven Demo-
cratic presidential 
candidates have en-
dorsed the idea. 

Schatz is under no 
illusions that his 
proposed amend-
ment will even get 
out of Congress an-
ytime soon. But "the 
basic principle that 
the person who gets 
the most votes 
should be president 
of the United 
States" is worth 
fighting for, he said 

in an interview. 
There's value in 
staking out "clear, 
principled and pop-
ular positions" and 
pursuing them with 
"persistence and 
patience." 

The view that the 
Electoral College is 
outdated and a time 
bomb for our de-
mocracy was once 
widely held across 
party lines. As 
Geoffrey Skelley 
noted in FiveThir-
tyEight, a May 1968 
Gallup poll found 
that 66 percent of 
Republicans and 64 
percent of Demo-
crats approved of 
switching to the 
popular vote. Now, 

the Electoral 
College 
offers Repub-
licans a built-
in ad-
vantage, giv-
ing the issue 
a partisan 
edge. That's 
unfortunate, 
because 
faith in the 
fairness and 
representa-

tiveness of our sys-
tem will continue to 
erode if we make it 
a habit of allowing 
popular-vote losers 
to ascend to the 
Oval Office. 

Another sign that 
structural change is 
back on the public 
agenda: There are 
a variety of pro-
posals to change 
the way Supreme 
Court justices are 
selected. This is a 
response to how 
partisan both the 
confirmation pro-
cess and the court 
itself have become. 

Pete Buttigieg, the 
South Bend, Indi-
ana, mayor and 
presidential hope-
ful, has floated an 
intriguing way to 
push back against 
politicized jurispru-
dence. Membership 
on the court would 
be increased from 
nine to 15 mem-
bers. Republican 
and Democratic 
presidents would 
name five each. 
Those ten would, in 
turn, select the re-

maining members 
from the appellate 
bench by unani-
mous vote. 

At the least, his far-
reaching restructur-
ing might encour-
age openness to 
more modest re-
forms such as 18-
year term limits on 
justices. When the 
Constitution was 
adopted, life expec-
tancy stood at 
around 35. Now it's 
79. Lifetime ap-
pointment means 
something very 
different today than 
it did in 1787. 

Garrett Epps, a law 
professor at the Uni-
versity of Baltimore, 
noted in an email 
that constitutional 
amendments usual-
ly "come in clusters 
and they tend to 
come at moments of 
national optimism 
and feeling of confi-
dence." (Too bad for 
us right now.) The 
three Civil War 
amendments -- 
abolishing slavery, 

From  page 10 

Dionne on  page 14—> 
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What do we need cit-

ies for, anyway? 

Why not just run every-

thing out of the state 

Capitol? We’ve got 160 

legislators, many of 

whom came out of city 

or county government, 

and modern communi-

cation lets them keep 

an eye and an ear on 

whatever is happening 

back in their home dis-

tricts. And they must 

know best, or why did 

they move up the politi-

cal ladder? 

With more control from 

above, we could have 

uniformity and efficien-

cy. If the speed limit is 

40 miles an hour on 

Buck Lake Road, 

where I live, why 

shouldn’t be the same 

on N.W. 83rd Street in 

Miami, where I used to 

live? Think of the tax 

money we could save 
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if we got rid of all 

those municipal, 

county and district bu-

reaucrats. 

There was a time 

when a citizen need-

ed to ride a horse to 

City Hall to see the 

mayor or some com-

missioners about 

some situation. And 

today, the needs and 

concerns of those re-

covering New Yorkers 

down in Miami were-

n’t the same as the 

interests of lifelong 

residents of the rural 

Panhandle. 

 

But now we’ve got 

Skype and cellphones 

and email and web 

sites. There must be 

software capable of 

renewing licenses, 

issuing permits and 

collecting fees or 

fines from afar. 

What’s the point of 

having 412 cities 

across Florida? For 

that matter, why 

have 67 

counties 

too? 

Hey, come 

to think of it, 

do we really 

need 50 

states? 

Maybe 

three regions, or just 

one big conglomerate 

country could run 

everything out of 

Washington. 

I hope you’ve dis-

cerned that this is fa-

cetious. 

Legislators always strive for great-
er control  

Bill Cotterell, Capital CurmudgeonPublished 8:00 p.m. ET March 27, 

2019 

Full article  

click here 

Legislators used to like 

quoting Thomas Jeffer-

son, who said, “The 

government closest to 

the people serves the 

people best.” They al-

so liked Henry David 

Thoreau’s maxim, 

“That government is 

best which governs 

least.” 

But session after 

session, legislators 

have been looking 

for more things to 

govern. Gun regula-

tion was the most 

prominent example of 

statewide control. But 

there are many, many 

others. 

The Florida League of 

Cities brought scores 

of mayors and munici-

pal officers to Talla-

hassee this week for 

its annual lobbying ef-

fort. If anyone was un-

sure of their foremost 

Next page —> 

As if to welcome them, a 

House committee took the 

first step in quashing all 

local laws regulating short-

term rentals, the business 

of companies like Airbnb 

and VRBO.  

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/opinion/2019/03/28/legislators-always-strive-greater-control-bill-cotterell/3278739002/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/opinion/2019/03/28/legislators-always-strive-greater-control-bill-cotterell/3278739002/
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Cities, understanda-

bly, would like to de-

cide which locations 

are appropriate for 

such commerce – but 

House Bill 987 would 

transfer that power to 

the state level. 

Plastic straws? Cities 

and counties all over 

the country have tried 

to combat them, 

mindful of the masses 

of never-dissolving 

trash floating in 

oceans around the 

world. But some legis-

lators apparently feel 

that’s too important 

for a mere city com-

mission to deal with. 

Same with plastic 

bags. They’re useful 

for maybe five 

minutes on your way 

home 

from 

Publix 

– which 

has lit-

tle con-

tainers 

out 

front, 

so you 

can 
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concern, League offi-

cials stacked four-foot 

block letters spelling 

out “HOME RULE” on 

the desk of Tallahas-

see city commission-

ers, for their rev-up 

assembly before 

members crossed the 

street to call on law-

makers. 

As if to welcome 

them, a House com-

mittee took the first 

step in quashing all 

local laws regulating 

short-term rentals, the 

business of compa-

nies like Airbnb and 

VRBO. It’s not as if 

towns have been try-

ing to stop you from 

renting out your guest 

room -- more like local 

governments have 

been trying to prevent 

big companies from 

buying up family 

homes that housed 

two or four folks, and 

turning them into base 

camps for a dozen 

spring breakers. 

wad them up for recy-

cling – but how many 

wind up in the landfill 

for the next thousand 

years or so? 

There’s a constitution-

al amendment petition 

to set a $15 hourly 

minimum wage, which 

probably won’t make 

it to the ballot next 

year. Some cities 

have tried to do it on 

their own, so some 

legislators want to pre

-empt that, too. 

There must be some-

thing in the nature of 

power that makes us 

want to control any-

thing within reach – 

then to reach for 

more. Have you 

heard any great pub-

lic clamor for state ac-

tion to stop cities from 

regulating short-term 

vacation rentals or 

plastic straws? 

Me neither. But so 

long as legislators 

have the power to pre-

empt, and as long as 

special interests find it 

easier to lobby one 

law through state gov-

ernment than to ap-

proach 412 city gov-

ernments, it’s just nat-

ural that they will keep 

trying. 

Bill Cotterell is a re-

tired Tallahassee 

Democrat Capitol re-

porter. He can be 

reached 

at bcotterell@tallahas

see.com. 
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guaranteeing equal 
protection and the 
right to vote -- are 
good examples, as 
are the Progressive 
Era amendments on 
women's suffrage, 
allowing an income 
tax and directly 
electing senators. 

Epps argues that 
Electoral College re-
form is what's most 
urgently needed. He 
points to the fact we 
have altered "the 
system of presiden-
tial election and 
succession no fewer 
than four 
times" (through the 
12th, 20th, 22nd 
and 25th Amend-
ments), a reflection 
of our ongoing diffi-
culties in getting it 
right. 

The best way to 
honor our past is 
not to freeze its 
practices in place 
but to remember 
that our forebears 
were willing to un-
dertake reform 
when reforms were 
required. 

"When Americans 

have confronted 
major political, 
economic and so-
cial crises through-
out our history, we 
have debated -- 
and adopted -- con-
stitutional changes 
to address them," 
said Ganesh Sitara-
man, a law profes-
sor at Vanderbilt 
University. "Many 
of the recent pro-
posals for constitu-
tional reforms are 
in line with this tra-
dition." 

Yes, and we 
shouldn't be afraid 
of them. 

E.J. Dionne is on 
Twitter: 
@EJDionne. 

(c) 2019, Washing-
ton Post Writers 
Group 

 

 

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  
PAGE 5PAGE 5  

Page 14 Vol. 11 Number 4 

Dionne -From page 11 

 



 

Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

& LAYOUT EDITOR 
Wanda Schwerer 

admin@largodemocrats.com  

PHOTO EDITOR 
Heidi Sanchez 

Board of Directors 
Mary Lou Ambrose, President 
Charlie Tucker, Vice-President 
Becky Heeren, Secretary 
Charlie Tucker, Treasurer 
Lois Fries 
Lorena Grizzle  
Bob Glass 
Charlotte Maas 
Ginny Nelson 
Heidi Sanchez 
Wanda Schwerer (Webmaster)  
Lodewijk van den Berg  
Peggy Tucker 
 

All of the officers were elected 
March, 2017. Next election is March, 
2019 

Additional contact information is avail-
able on 

www.largodemocrats.org.  

 

For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

pdf_for_Website/

Voter_Information/2017%

20Citizens%20Guide.pdf 

Senator Rick  Scott Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274  

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov   
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 1st 
Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Petersburg, 
FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 300 
Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-2817 
Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 8:30 
am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office Uni-
versity of South Florida – St. Pete Wil-
liams House 511 Second St. S. St. Pe-
tersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  

https://www.facebook.com/Largodemocrats/
https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
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https://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/pdf_for_Website/Voter_Information/2017%20Citizens%20Guide.pdf
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
mailto:help@rickscott.senate.gov
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20http:/www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-senator-rubio?p=Contact
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http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20http:/bilirakis.house.gov/contact/email-me

