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Can it be that
twice within a few
years, the people of
this country have tak-
en a stand against
two separate evils
that they have ac-
cepted for their
whole lives -hate and
prejudice against
LGBTQ and people of
color.

We were all com-
pletely amazed when
masses of Americans

\
e -
oooooooooooooooooooooo

¥
1

meeting

VIRTUAL
MEETING

From the President’s Desk: xsive rais issue:

President’s Desk 1-3
began to realize that ple who think anoth- Membership 4
LBGTQ people were er person’s sexuality District 66 news 5
not to be feared or is any of their busi-
discriminated ness. There are Comcto7News ®
against. Suddenly “religious institu- Tuesday Moming GC  7-8
laws were over- tions” who teach oy Candidates 011

turned and attitudes their followers to
of the majority of hate people who are
people were different from them. FloridaDemParty — 14—20
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Someone on
here recently said,

who “came out of However, in the last [ el tilaly
politics, I've lost friends

the closet” and few years, up to and over morals,”
faced the conse- including this week, and I can't stop
quences. | fully un- significant  changes thinking about it.
derstand that there were made. People think “politics”

is this separate, supra
human thing, but it's
your morals in action.

are still a lot of peo- Change really be-
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Invitations to the ZOOM meeting will go to members who
have paid their dues for 2020 .
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gan when Harvey
Milk, who was a
martyr to gay rights,
began telling gay
people that they
needed to make
themselves known
to those around
them. That must
have been extreme-
ly difficult for many
and in so many cas-
es, gay people, es-
pecially young gay
people, where aban-
doned by their fami-

lies and their
friends. But in the
end, Harvey Milk

was proven to be
correct. When peo-
ple began to under-
stand that the
grandchild or neph-
ew they loved or the
co-worker they re-
spected were gay, it
was much easier to
accept that their
previous notions
about gay people
were not founded
on anything except
learned fear and dis-
crimination. The re-
cent Supreme Court
case that disallows

an employer from
firing a person for
simply being gay is a
huge step in the right
direction. Does it
solve all problems?
No. This has taken
much too long and
will not quietly go
away. The recent Su-
preme Court decision
that employers can-
not fire a person
simply for being gay
was a welcome sur-
prise. However, it fol-
lowed the Donald
Trump’s edict allow-
ing trans people to
be refused medical
care. Will it never
stop?

We have all seen
instances of police
brutality over the
years. A black per-
son, usually a male,
is brutally murdered
by police. Black peo-
ple march, there is
often some rioting,
and then it is gone,
except for the fami-
ly’s grief. The recent
murder by police of
George Floyd and the
resulting protests of
thousands of people

of all ages,
races and
ethnicities

was differ-
ent. They
protested

police brutal-
ity day after
day, week
after week,
across  the
us and

across  the
world. This is
beyond anything
we had ever seen
before. The abso-
lute brutality of
the murder and
the attitude of the
police officer who
kept his knee on
the neck of
George Floyd was
impossible to for-
get. Yet the police
officer kept that
position for 8
minutes and 46
seconds. The
three officers with
him made no
attempt to stop
him. In fact, they
assisted. The sight
of a young wom-
an videotaping it
all, made little
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difference to him.
He had done this be-
fore, lied on the po-
lice report and
gotten away with
murder or at least
brutal treatment. It
was the way things
were and in his sick
mind, it was only a
black man. But this
time, in this place, it
was not acceptable.

The guestion
now is whether he
will be found guilty.
Will he really go to
prison and will the
three officers who
assisted him join him
there? While the
fact that he was
fired and then ar-

MLA—next page
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rested and indicted,
as were his accom-
plishes, was a big
step forward, it was
only a first step taken
in the glare of media
coverage and intensi-
fied protests. What
will happen when
time has passed? |
can remember
waiting for the ver-
dict in the Travon
Martin case, abso-
lutely certain that
George Zimmerman
would go to prison.
The shock of his ac-
quittal is still clear in
my mind. Will that
happen again here?

We should prob-
ably not be surprised
at the police murder
last weekend of Ray-

shard Brooks. His
crime was falling
asleep in a Wendy’s
drive thru. In the

light of TV, Radio,
and the internet re-
peatedly showing
the not only the pro-
tests but the seem-
ingly different re-
sponse to Mr. Floyd’s

murder. Never before
had this kind of Po-
lice brutality resulted
in the almost imme-
diate firing of the
officers and their ar-
rests. This was upper-
most in the thoughts
of most people. Yet
these Atlanta officers
killed a man who had
fallen asleep in a
Wendy’s drive thru.
What were they
thinking? Were they
thinking? Did they
really believe they
could sweep this
“under the rug” as
they had most likely
done before? This
could have been an
easy encounter. They
could have allowed
Mr. Brooks to lock up
his car and walk to
his sister’s house. In-
stead, they killed
him. Now they are
both charged with
serious crimes.

Let’s discard the
President’s response.
He needs the votes of
the segments of the
police and military
who want to keep
the status quo. That
is his only concern.

Even Senators like
Ted Cruz, and most
other  Republicans
are accepting that
police brutality ex-
ists while ignoring
that it is systemic in
police forces across
the country. At least
they are acknowl-
edging a problem.
That is a step for-
ward. The bill they
propose seems to
suggest changes
without  requiring
them. They brought
out Senator Tim
Scott, who until now
was not a household
name. But Senator
Scott is the one and
only black Republi-
can Senator, so he
got the job of pre-
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senting the bill. There
is a world of differ-
ence between the
House and Senate
bills, but “Grim Reap-
er” McConnell had
no choice but to al-
low the bills to go for-
ward. We simply hold

our breath and wait.

Again, | write this
as a privileged white
person who cannot
fully understand the
depth of pain a per-
son undergoes in this
country simply be-
cause he or she was
born black. But |
know that we have to
use this time and this
place in history to
make the changes.
Canwedoit? ¥

THEY CALL ME THE "RADICAL LEFT."

I BELIEVE IN FULL LGBTQ RIGHTS,
THAT BLACK LIVES MATTER,

THAT WE SHOULD PROTECT THE PLANET,
THAT EVERYONE DESERVES HEALTHCARE,
THAT THE WORLD IS BIGGER THAN AMERICA,

THAT PEOPLE AND PLACES ARE MADE

BETTER BY DIVERSITY.

I DON'T THINK THAT'S RADICAL.

| THINK HUMANITY FEELS RADICAL TO INHUMANE PEOPLE.
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PLEASE DON'T FORGET YOUR DUES!
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Dues are $15 per year, payable in January of each year. Dues
paid in the last quarter of the prior year will carry forward

into the new year.
If you have not already paid, and since there is no meeting in JUNE,

you can pay online at:

https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
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We are beginning to see very
good results from our efforts to
engage voters to sign up to Vote
for Mail. Data from the supervisor
of elections shows over 10,000
voters in Pinellas County signed
up. The vast majority of those
are registered as Democrats and
No-party.

To support the overall county ef-
forts, District 66 volunteers did
amazing work! Here is an up-
date on those efforts:

Phone

e\We have now made over 3,200
calls from our phone bank

list. We continue to have very
positive conversations, and peo-
ple appreciating our calls.

\We have also been calling new-
ly registered voters and voters
who did not vote in 2016 as part
of our version of an adopt a block
effort. These are voters that are
many times not engaged by cam-
paigns. This is a great way to
share information on voting, can-
didates, vote by mail, and build
relationships. We are getting
more and more volunteers help-
ing with this effort.
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Postcards

e - Indivisible postcard volun-
teers sent out 80,000 post-
cards to voters registered as
NPAs. A huge achieve-
ment! A new effort is being
launched to engage voters
that have signed up to vote by
mail around the time they will
receive their ballot this fall.

e - We have now mailed well
over 10,000 postcards as part
of our D66 Vote by Mail cam-
paign, and our adopt a block
efforts. A lot of great feed-
back from voters that appreci-
ate us informing and helping
them. It has been amazing to
see so many people helping
with this effort - distributing
cards, paying for stamps, and
of course, addressing the
cards. Many hands make
light work!

Voter registration

e We used a new mapping tool
to identify homes in our dis-
trict to target for voter registra-
tion. Given social distancing
challenges, this was seen as
good opportunity to engage
people to register. For District
66, we sent out over 1,500
postcards to priority pre-
cincts. We had a number of
postcards returned, but we
are seeing some positive re-
sults - about 80 people have
registered. We will continue
to monitor results.

Thank you for everyone’s contri-
butions for these effort to in-
crease voter turnout and build

voter relationships!

| also wanted to share some

great news related to vote by

mail. Deb A. received vote by

mail signup information from

the Supervisor of Elections for

the month of May, across Pi-

nellas.

= 10,421 voters enrolled in
VBM in May!

= 59% were Democrats

= 25% were NPA’s

= 16% were Republicans

Our collective efforts were
(and still are) a key catalyst for
so many VBM enroll-

ments. Still much more we are
doing, but it is a great feeling
to see these kinds of results.

Please note that in November
2018, 80% of VBM Voters re-
turned a VBM ballot. This is
much higher turnout as com-
pared to non-VBM vot-

ers. Voting by mail makes a
difference!

Bryan Beckman
D66 Chair
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. . By Peggy
' [ Tucker

\ ¥ ' District 67 is

p/ the other dis-
trict (along

‘ with District

7 66) where a

sizeable number of our Largo
Club members live. The district

is large, running roughly from

Missouri Ave./Ulmerton Road

east to 49" Street and north to
Sunset Point.

More importantly, District 67 is
a key area where a large Demo-
cratic turnout can be particular-
ly impactful to winning this fall.
That is because it has about the
same number of Democratic
and Republican voters.

The district currently does not
have a chairman but is being
organized by Beth Davis and a
handful of volunteers who have
split the district into several ar-
eas. | am working to build a
team to concentrate on the
southern part of the district,
most of which is in Largo and
will be vital to getting Eric
Gerard elected to the Largo
Commission this fall.

The | Hate to Make Phone Calls
Group

The activity where we currently

need the most help is making To get involved contact:

phone calls to Democrats who
have not yet registered to vote
by mail. The phone banks are all ~ (727) 460-5345
online and calls can be made
any time between 9 a.m. and 9
p.m. For those of you who like Beth Davis
company, we have a group, un-

officially dubbed the “I Hate to (727) 742-3797
Make Phone Calls Group,” that
is making calls on Wednesday
mornings. There is a Zoom In It To Win It!
meet-up at 9:15 and then we

make calls from 10 a.m. until

noon, followed by another

quick Zoom chat to address any

guestions that have come up.

Peggy Tucker

Peggytucker55@hotmail.com

Beth.g.davis@gmail.com

We also have

texting avail- " " ARMED WHITE PEOPLE CHARGE
able and INTO CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND SCREAM AT

" ' LEADERS BEING LYNCHED.,
writing, a UNARMED BLACK PEOPLE PROTEST KILLINGS | nvcnnnun
with the goal :
of getting

more Demo-
crats signed

up to vote by
mail. Training

is available &

online for any \ ~

of these ac-

tivities.
ONE GROUP THREATENS ‘
TO KILL HUMAN BEINGS

AND IS ENCOURAGED MY OUR PRESIDENT.
THE OTHER GROUP

IS THREATENED WITH BEING KILLED BY OUR PRESIDENT.
PICK A SIDE ’
THE ONE THAT WANTS TO KILL PEOPLE?
NR THE ONE THAT WANTS KILLING TO END?
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Juneteenth Celebration 2020
By Ginny Nelson

In a way that we all are familiar
with in organizations, the usual
volunteers were on hand to
make Ridge-
crest’s

Juneteenth Fish
Fry a sell-

out. Delicious
fried fish, cole-
slaw, baked
beans, bread,

and a cold drink
were on the
menu. The food
was delivered by
carhops, drive-in
-style, to the customers as they
waited in their cars. Vern and
Tiffany were the efficient and
fast carhops, quickly collecting
tickets and delivering meals. The
circular drive at the Tasker Beal
Jr. Service Center provided the
perfect venue for efficient traffic
flow.

In a steady stream for 3 hours,
neighbors and friends greeted
each other coming and go-
ing. Friends of Ridgecrest
Board President, Wanda
McCawthan was the hostess
and welcomed everyone. Ge-
neva was the money per-
son. “Fea Funk” (John Feazell)
played throughout the Celebra-
tion, drawing in people and de-
fining the overall upbeat at-
mosphere and feel of a par-
ty. The onsite resale shop was

open, and some of its goods
were on display, raising aware-
ness, and inviting customers to
come in and check it out.

Most of all it was a happy scene
of a community coming together

to celebrate the se-
& rious business of
freedom and resili-
’S ence. We were

B

voice and
acknowledge the
continual  struggle
for freedom. Our
role was to offer
voter  registration
and voter educa-
tion. A big “thank you” goes to
our usual volunteers, Judy
Sellers, Dana Polk, Becky

e

-~

Heeren, and Peggy Tucker. We
love celebrating
Juneteenth!! Let’s all do it again
next year. ¥

privileged to be g}
;i-there to add ourf’

By Becky Heeren

Saturday, it was my pleasure to
join with Tuesday Morning Game
Changer members at the 2020
Juneteenth Fish Fry at the Tasker
Beale, Jr. Servicer Center on
119" Street in Largo. This annual
event was sponsored by the
Friends of Ridgecrest and the
Greater Ridgecrest Crime Watch.
But to hold this annual event in
2020, the organizers knew they
needed to adjust the logistics to
fit the current social distancing
requirements. And adjusthey
did! The Ridgecrest groups threw
a terrific drive thru fish fry-

Next page
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Juneteenth
celebration
for Ridgecrest to be proud of.
Live music, delicious food,
great volunteers and smiling
faces made this event a happy
and meaningful experience for
all.

From prior page

The Tuesday Morning Game
Changers set up an area offer-
ing Voter Registration and Vote
by Mail materials. While we
were there, we wondered
“Who is Tasker Beale, Jr.”? By
asking the ladies serving the

delicious fish, we learned that
Mr. Beale was an institution in
the Ridgecrest area. He served
as the president of friends of
Ridgecrest and that he was in-
strumental in obtaining im-
portant improvements as the
installing of sidewalks, im-
proved streets and streetlights
to the Ridgecrest community.
Through online sources, we
learned that by trade, Mr. Beale
was a physicist and a mathema-
tician. To the people of Greater
Ridgecrest, he was much more.
He served his whole life as a
husband, father, grandfather,
friend, teacher, mentor, leader,
communicator, connector and
go-to person for the communi-
ty. He worked tirelessly tutoring
children in math and science,
heading up local community
development efforts and serv-
ing needs of the local churches
that he loved.

Some people
seem to just
naturally
serve as the
cornerstone
of their com- |
munities. I
Tasker Beale,
Jr. was one
of those peo-
ple. He
called Ridge-
crest his life-long home. He grad-
uated from Pinellas High Schooal,
went on to receive math and
physics degrees from Bethune-
Cookman University, and re-
turned to the Ridgecrest area,
electing to stay there for the rest
of his life. He was employed at
GE and later, by Constellation
Technology. When he was not
working at his jobs, he was work-
ing for Ridgecrest and its people.
“His [community] involvement
spread far and deep. He
served as president of the
Friends of Ridgecrest and
as vice president of the
Ridgecrest crime watch
committee. He also
worked as a liaison be-
tween the neighborhood
and Pinellas County's com-
munity development de-
partment, bringing side-
walks, streetlights and
better roads to the com-
munity”, (from a TBT story
following his death). Mr.
Beale died on April 21,
2016 at age 66.

Tasker Beale Jr.’s legacy provides

a strong platform of responsibil-
ity, love, and devotion to the
neighborhood community ser-
vice center that now bears his
name. It was apparent at this
Juneteenth Celebration, that
the spirit of Tasker Beale was
honored and carried forward
through the diligent efforts of
so many dedicate people in the
Ridgecrest community. And, the
fish dinner was outstanding! ¥
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Rene Flowers,
Candidate for
PCBOCC, D7

Rene Flowers,
Chairperson, was
elected to the

School Board on No-
vember 6th, 2012, to |
complete the term of b \
deceased School ‘\
Board Member Lew
Williams. Ms. Flowers is a na-
tive of St. Petersburg, attend-
ed Howard University and Uni-
versity of South Florida, is a
graduate of Eckerd College
and is currently working on her
Masters Degree In Public Ad-
ministration through Capella
University.. She formerly
served as a member of the
City Council of St. Petersburg,
serving as Vice Chairperson in
1999 and 2006 and as Chair-
person for two consecutive
terms, 2000 through 2002. Ms.
Flowers also served as Presi-
dent of the Florida League of
Cities from 2006-2007. Ms.
Flowers has served or is pres-
ently serving on a number of
community, social and civic
organizations, i.e., Former
PSTA Board Member for four
years, formerly with the City of
St. Petersburg Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee,
CDBG Committee, The Na-
tional Council of Negro Wom-

en, memper O
the St. Peters-
burg Branch
NAACP and the
MLK Day of Ser-
b vice Committee,
a member of Al-
pha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Zeta Up-
. silon Omega
. . Chapter, Member

. of SCLC, Legisla-
tive Liaison to
FSBA for Pinellas

County Schools and Chair of

the Advocacy Committee for

the Florida School Board Asso-
ciation. She is a member of the

St. Petersburg Democratic

Club, The South St. Petersburg

Democratic Club and the

Greater Pinellas Democratic

Club,. Ms. Flowers also has

volunteered for over the past

13 years to speak to youth in

the school system about health

education and making positive
choices. Ms. Flowers is active
in her church; and, has three
adult children and two grand-
children.

Eric Gerard candidate
for Largo City Com-
mission

I’'m running for City Commission
because | believe we need Largo

solutions to the issues we face —
issues like affordable housing,

safe neighborhoods, and sustaina-
ble development that protects our
environment. My background as a
journalist and a small business
owner combined with my service
on city boards and leading city
projects has prepared me to move
Largo forward. I've put together
this document to give you some
more information on my work,
why I’'m running, and how we win
this race. Already, we’ve put parts
of this plan into action and the
results have been very encourag-
ing. Our voter engagement cam-
paign is delivering my message to
thousands of voters in every cor-
ner of our city. Those communica-
tions have resulted in dozens of
volunteer signups and commit-
ments for Get Out The Vote
(GOTV) activities this November.

In addition to volunteering, many
of our friends and colleagues have
pledged their financial support to
win this race. | hope that once you

read a bit e more
about e this
cam-

paign,

you’ll be in-
spired to take
the criti- cal
step of " do-
nating to this

effort. A robust fundraising opera-
tion is critical to make sure we can
break through the noise in the
lead up to Election Day.

If you have any questions, | would
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love to talk with you. My cell
phone is 727-580-9146 and you
can email me at Er-
ic@GerardForLargo.com.

You can also learn more at our
website:
www.GerardForLargo.com.

Contributions accepted securely
at www.GerardForLarfo.com

Or by check to:
Eric Gerard for Largo Com-
mission
2308 Seton Ln
Largo, FL 33774

Karl Nurse

Candidate
for School
‘!‘ Board Dis-
trict 7

Karl Nurse has spent

his lifetime in community and
public service. It started with
working as a legislative aide for
6 years in the Florida House
and Senate. He primarily
worked on environmental and
education issues. 34 years
ago, Karl and his bride, Jody
started Bay Tech Label. Today,
we provide 48 people with good
jobs. We have never laid anyone
off, in good times or bad. The

skills learned in running a busi-
ness served Karl well when elect-
ed to the St. Petersburg City
Council. St. Pete has a $700 mil-
lion budget in good years. Karl
joined the council in 2008 as the
economy crumbled. He had to
use his practical problem solving
skills to lessen the impact to the
most vulnerable citizens. Karl
passed over 50 ordinances and
policy changes during his time on
council.

Karl circled back to school related
issues because 3 of the 5 most
struggling elementary schools in
Pinellas County were in his dis-
trict. In helping with issues sur-
rounding Melrose Elementary
and working with 4 different prin-
cipals, he experienced the chal-

This digital postin
dia. This digital
organization or pers: !
person on the printed item or items.

The Florida National

\"“ Organization for Women PAC
(officially "the NOW PAC of Florida®)

is pleased to endorse

—_“"

Foan Frugmcm

FOR CIRCUIT JUDGE - PINELLAS & PASCO

24 years of courtroom experience as a
litigator focused on business litigation,
employment law and family law
Dartmouth College, BA

University of Miami School of Law, |D
Public service ranging from
presidencies of the Rotary Club of
Dunedin Waterside and Temple B'nai
Israel, to participating in Clearwater
Bar Association Law Day speakers
program and legal clinic

only for free, no char,

lenges and opportunities in the
eventually successful effort to
turn this school around. Helping
to improve the largest feeder,
pre-school to Melrose played a
role in Melrose boosting its
grade.

| ask to imagine all students
catching up by 3" Grade. Imag-
ine if the school system provided
a path to the middle class for all
students, regardless of if they
were college bound or other high
wage skills bound. We can do
this. First, we have to commit to
these higher goals. Then, identi-
fy the resources needed and
focus those resources on
these major goals. If you
elect Karl Nurse to the School
Board, District 7, that is what |
will seek to achieve.
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tamura with manly
Firmness his
Candidate for Invasions on
M HD 66 the Rights of
People.”

Upholding the Work of our
Founding Fathers

While | have been invited to share
about myself, as the Fourth of July
approaches, let me first share
some encouraging words about
our Country. | will simply provide
links about myself at the end.

Our Founders’ words were clear in
the Declaration of Independence,
separating themselves from the ilk
of King George. Read on with a
certain present-day leader in
mind.

Among their rebukes of the King:
“He has refused his Assent to
Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good. He
has forbidden his Governors to
pass Laws of immediate and press-
ing Importance, unless suspended
in their Operation till his Assent
should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglect-
ed to attend to them.”

“He has dissolved Representative
Houses repeatedly for opposing

It goes on: “He has endeavoured
to prevent the Population of these
States; for that Purpose ob-
structing the Laws for Naturaliza-
tion of Foreigners; refusing to pass
others to encourage their Migra-
tions hither...” “For depriving, in
many Cases, of the Benefits of Tri-
al by Jury...”

“He has excited domestic Insur-
rections amongst us...”

Like their descriptions of King
George, we're up against a Presi-
dent “whose Character is thus
marked by every act which may
define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the
Ruler of a Free People.”

Our Founding Fathers would en-
thusiastically recognize your
efforts now as necessary in ex-
tending their vision. You have
been working for months register-
ing voters and encouraging VBM
ballots. Candidates stepped up
toward government posts where
tax revenues are drying up. In
these acts you are present day pa-
triots by definition, people who
love, support and defend their
country with devotion.

Remain mindful of Democrat gath-
erings over the years and recog-

nize kindred spirits-- as in group
therapy. We are people who as-
pire to our Declaration’s self-
evident truths, equality of all peo-
ple, and our Creator’s endowment
of rights of life and liberty. In
good company we envision these
ideas for others as we do for our-
selves.

Our Founders Declared our Inde-
pendence. “In the course of hu-
man events...” it is up to us now. In
the words of Broadway’s Hamil-
ton, “history has its eyes on you.”

You can donate at:

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
plantamura-for-florida-state-
representative-district--66-1

IOR

Patricia Plantamura Cam-
paign for HD 66

10013 118" Way
Seminole, FL 33772

Follow Patricia at:
Blogspot: Pat-
plant.blogspot.com



https://secure.actblue.com/donate/plantamura-for-florida-state-representative-district--66-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/plantamura-for-florida-state-representative-district--66-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/plantamura-for-florida-state-representative-district--66-1
Patplant.blagspot.com
Patplant.blagspot.com

Yol. 12 Number 6 Page 12

ASY 1l,,  CONTACTUS

/, 2250 1st Avenue North
St Petersburg, FL 33713

= o
PI N E L LAS Office hours \;ary based on volunteer

DEMOCRATIC PARTY ability. Please call or email for more in-

/,‘ , formation.
I 0y
@U’\L?\ Join the In It to Win

Join us for our monthly gen- | 10— It Team
eral mEEﬁng on Monday, \‘ = Become an In It to Win
June 22nd at 7pm. It sustaining donor! By com-

. . . mitting to a monthly, recurring
Representatlve Charlle CrlSt donation, you will make the critical work of the Pinellas

WI" be our guest Speaker, Democratic Party possible. How does it work?

Click on the image above and under “Make it Monthly”

Joining us also will be Rich- . “ves, count me int” then set your monthly dona-
mond Floyd to speak about tionamount. Give what you can, every cent counts! You
what "defunding the Police may cancelyour donation at snyime By 2 Tne e
means" and Ryan Barack,

the lead attorney with the
FDP Voter Protection Pro-
gram for Pinellas County,
will talk about how you can
be a part of election protec-
tion.

For link information, please
email office@pinellasdemoc
rats.com

Check out our revamped website!



http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/events/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/init
mailto:office@pinellasdemocrats.com
mailto:office@pinellasdemocrats.com
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/
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Send your questions to: Campaign@pinellasdemocrats.com
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PINELLAS Hosted by

DEMOCRATIC PARTY . .
The Campaign Committee

/\/

“\\ Pinellas County Democrats

The Pinellas Democratic Party's Campaign Committee invites you to join
us for a series of candidate forums. Send your questions and meet the
Democrats running in the August primary races, including Sheriff, County
Commissioner D7 and Florida House Districts 67 and 70. Pose your ques-
tions to Campaign@PinellasDemocrats.com and RSVP to one of our
events! https://www.facebook.com/pg/PinellasDemocrats/events/

PS. In case anyone missed it, we started promoting the Meet the Candidates
forums on our socials today. Check it out: https://www.facebook.com/
PinellasDemocrats/posts/10158506577616118

https://www.facebook.com/events/555544145114486/

https://www.facebook.com/events/434650414161138/

https://www.facebook.com/events/1639917712849572/

https://www.facebook.com/events/756930598202507/



http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PinellasDemocrats/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD4WgPw4qR_LYWE6uslvD0rhYWJP3HbtvklZ3DOmJx43TFqi4y1XXL4sA14NIp3OxzNVMkIXgoh-0h4&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCGOWlqVl0Nzrws_whEEatfDmOpOEaMnSfjusDhbDrApmW3nvykKf6RNPuXQe_DiraJC_6CdMwLxfaNYvLn79T
https://www.facebook.com/events/434650414161138/
https://www.facebook.com/PinellasDemocrats/posts/10158506577616118
https://www.facebook.com/PinellasDemocrats/posts/10158506577616118
https://www.facebook.com/events/555544145114486/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1639917712849572/
https://www.facebook.com/events/756930598202507/
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We hope all the wonder-
ful dads, granddads, un-
cles, brothers, role mod-
els and mentors who
have a hand in raising
our future had a very
Happy Father's Day!

What an incredible week
for Democrats and for
our country. Last Mon-
day the Supreme Court
rightly affirmed that Title
VIl of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, which bars dis-
crimination on the basis
of sex, race, religion, and
national origin, affords
protection from work-
place discrimination to
the LGBTQ community as
well. We are proud to
stand in solidarity with
the LGBTQ community
and celebrate the Su-
preme Court’s affirma-
tion that LGBTQ people
deserve equal protection
under the law. While this
victory gets us one step
closer to a country where

everyone can
live openly,
freely, and au-
thentically, we
know we have
much more work to do
to ensure a truly equita-
ble United States. To
the activists who have
worked decades for
these protections, con-
gratulations and Happy
Pride!

Thursday brought an
additional reason to
celebrate as the Su-
preme Court voted to
protect the Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) pro-
gram and the more
than 700,000 DACA re-
cipients whose lives
were hanging in the
balance due to the
Trump administration's
cruelty! Back in 2012,
the Obama-Biden Ad-
ministration created
DACA to protect young
people who have only
ever known the United
States as home and
offer them a chance to

work, study, and live a
full life — free from the
threat of deportation.
DACA gave hundreds of
thousands of young
people a chance at a
better life, and they
gave infinitely more
back to our communi-
ties and country. Now
we must work toward
compassionate and
comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

Friday we celebrated
Juneteenth. Though
this year marked 155
years since the first
Juneteenth, it’s painful-
ly obvious we still have
a long way to go until
we are all truly free. |
am grateful to be a part
of a Party and a com-
munity that is striving
for change and working
to end systemic racism.
Black lives matter!

We must elect Joe
Biden, who is com-
mitted to championing
equal rights for all
Americans and to es-

tablishing a road map
to citizenship for
Dreamers, their par-
ents, and so many
more who deserve it,
and also elect Demo-
crats up and down the
ballot who are com-
mitted to bringing
about needed change.

As of Monday, June 22,
there are exactly 134
days -- 4 months and 12
days -- to November 3,
2020. We are one
month away from the
July 20 deadline to reg-
ister to vote or change
party to vote in the Au-
gust Primary.
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Down Ballot Elec-
tions Department

This week FDP
launched its new
Down Ballot Elec-
tions Department
and announced a S2
million investment
into more than 50
down ballot elec-
tions. The depart-
ment will provide
critical data, organiz-
ing, digital, and com-
munications support
to municipal, county,
and state house
campaigns. Rosy
Gonzalez Speers will
serve as Senior Advi-
sor for Down Ballot
Elections.

This week FDP
launched its new
Down Ballot Elec-
tions Department
and announced a $2
million investment
into more than 50
down ballot elec-

tions. The depart-
ment will provide
critical data, organiz-
ing, digital, and com-
munications support
to municipal, county,
and state house
campaigns. Rosy
Gonzalez Speers will
serve as Senior Advi-
sor for Down Ballot
Elections

The new Down Bal-
lot Elections Depart-
ment will encom-
pass the successful
Municipal Victory
Program (MVP) led
by Lisa Peth and
chaired by Miami
Commissioner Ken
Russell, which has
trained over 600
candidates through-
out the state.

Moving Florida Forward: A Conversa-
tion on Racial Justice

FDP is hosting a Virtual Statewide Town Hall
with Florida's Congressional Delegation, former
US Attorney General Eric Holder, former Com-
missioner of the Philadelphia Police Department,
and community activists Thursday, June 18 at
6:30 p.m. ET to discuss racial justice. The
event will be broadcast live

on Facebook and YouTube.

STATEWIDE
TOWN HALL

s [t
ol

WITH COMMUNTY ACTIVISTS AND DEMOCRATIC MEMELRS OF

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION

L. VK
0 A

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2020 AT 6:30PM EDT
Watch Live

See next page



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010PT9aH8ZT3gInK_j5gRzkdSJFrWHuebLFzHz-JeeoxKgDqc8rHghWLNoUMdyAwUg0fB1UCThTOVDfz7nRkWaGTa-kyTOG5o72Z3gJn2C6cfro4g7WFHOzXGdDBnDAqTvXjQ3G0s9etuZtt3CsToWawODHOePq3kN&c=wlVCa8fUkX6OXlpNzAGWQPNrm6_rt-8Ufndyuy0sImpwA4ESF6xgiw==&ch=fYqW3
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010PT9aH8ZT3gInK_j5gRzkdSJFrWHuebLFzHz-JeeoxKgDqc8rHghWKNYpdon7S-p_tk9QOJKKE0-IoWWl1niBrb7f2iRHVSZ2DUlQI3xpWzP6sI50oohrwgDjlbsLZrZ4rz9BCY1QIdWrsDQGGkocPLNEQC4nEkX&c=wlVCa8fUkX6OXlpNzAGWQPNrm6_rt-8Ufndyuy0sImpwA4ESF6xgiw==&ch=fYqW3
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LEADERSHIP
B'IU E$2020

JULY 17-19, 2020 -

VIRTUAL CONVENTION

Virtual Leadership Blue

Our Annual Leadership Blue event has been resched-
uled for a virtual gathering July 17-19. Clear your
calendars for a weekend of trainings, special events,

DemDaily: Democrats
Launch Offensive

This week, the Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC) kicked
off a general election offensive
campaign in the field, on air,
online and at the ballot box.

Taking the Battle to the States

The tour, which began on Tues-
day, the five-year anniversary of
Trump's first campaign launch, will
start in Florida and wind through
other swing states

where Perez "will be joined

along the way by stalwart Dem-
ocrats who represent the

breadth and depth of our party
up and down the ballot and
across communities."

Warren is purportedly on Biden's
short list for a vice presidential
running mate, along with Califor-
nia Senator Kamala Harris and
former Obama National Security
Advisor Susan Rice. Other top
contenders are said to in-

clude Florida Congresswoman
Val Demings, Atlanta Mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms and
New Mexico Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisha m.

Attacking the Airwaves

The DNC War Room released

a one-minute television and
digital ad entitled "Descent,"
starting with Trump's kick-off
campaign five years ago when
he descended down the gold
escalator in Trump Tower, pro-
jecting an image that has be-
come a metaphor for his presi-
dency. "Ever since, he's tried
to take the country down with
him."

The ad continues, "Giving massive
tax cuts to billionaires, praising
white supremacists, stoking ra-
cial division. A white house in
chaos. Losing 300,000 jobs in a
failed trade war with Chi-

na. Locking children in cages. He
misled the American people

on coronavirus stating it

would miraculously go away, it

Elizabeth Warren, a top contender for VP,
will tour with DNC Chair Tom Perez (NBC
News)
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didn't. Now over 100,000
dead Americans, 20 mil-
lion jobs de-

stroyed. Recession."

He turned our military
on American citi-

zens. You have the pow-
er to end the descent of
our nation, to

choose justice, unity,
leadership because we
can't afford four more
years of Trump."

The "six figure televi-
sion buy" will run four
to five weeks. Other
upcoming ads are ex-
pected to focus on
Trump's trade dispute
with China, and
Trump's response to
the coronavirus crisis. ‘

Tackling Tech at the
Ballot Box

A high tech force has
been a priority under
DNC Chairman Tom
Perez, who has over-
hauled the Party's data
practices and technol-
ogy tools since elected
in 2017.

The latest addition to

the DNC's "toolbox"
was rolled out Tuesday,
designed to

help Democratic cam-
paigns and state parties
contact voters who
have either been
purged from active vot-
er rolls or marked as
inactive voters.

DNC Chair Perez:
For the last five
years, Trump
has brought Ameri-
ca down with
him (CNN)

The new voter purge
tool uses voter file data,
as well as the DNC's
proprietary data science
models, to help cam-
paign staff more easily
track, identify and or-
ganize voter roll func-
tions:

* Voter Roll Monitor-
ing: Monitors voter rolls
to identify voters at risk
of being deemed
"inactive" or purged --
and to detect large-
scale, potentially mali-
cious voter roll purges.

* Data Break-

downs: Identifies inac-
tive and purged voters
by demographic, includ-

ing race, age, and par-
ty support.

* Voter Contact: En-
ables staff to quickly
contact a universe of
purged or inactive vot-
ers and take the steps
necessary to re-
register them or help
them protect their vot-
ing status.

This is particularly crit-
ical for 2020 battle-
ground states, where
state elections, and
the presidential, could
be decided by a few
thousand votes.

To understand the
magnitude of voter
suppression in regis-
tration and rolls, which
usually disproportion-
ately affect minority
voters, one need only
look to Georgia, a po-
tential swing state this
November. In 2018,
former Georgia State
House Minority Lead-
er Stacy Abrams (D)
lost, by 54,000 votes,
the Governor's race to
Republican Brian
Kemp, who, as Geor-
gia Secretary of State,
had oversight over the
election in which he
was a candidate.

Under Kemp's direction,
prior to election day,
over 340,000 voters
were removed from the
rolls on the grounds that
they had moved - when
they actually still lived at
the address where they
are registered. An inves-
tigation also found

that 53,000 voter regis-
trations were delayed by
Kemp's office without
adequately notifying the
applicants.

The national party is
now faced with new tech
challenges as it pre-
pares to conduct

the Democratic Nation-
al Convention, partially,
or in full, online.

On May 12th, the DNC's
Rules and ByLaws
Committee (RBC) voted
to allow aspects of the
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Convention, postponed
because of the corona-
virus pandemic to the
week of August 17th, to
be held virtually. ¥
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Vote by Mail

This last week we enrolled over
15,000 voters into vote-by-
mail! Our goal by August 1 is to
enroll 210,000 low-turnout Dem-
ocrats to vote by mail.

We are using a multi-pronged ap-
proach to enroll voters, including
patch-through calls, direct mail,
texts, and digital ads. Just this
week we contacted one million
Florida voters by phone and
text! Since April 1, we've made
2,207,067 auto-dialer VBM calls
and patched through 21,812 vot-
ers to SOE offices to enroll!

Since the end of May, Supervisors
of Elections offices in eight coun-
ties mailed vote-by-mail enroll-
ment forms to all voters. DNC vol-
unteers texted the Democrats in
those counties who have a sup-
port score of 60+ and a cell
phone, encouraging them to re-
turn their forms. FDP field staff
and volunteers called every Dem-
ocrat with a support score of 60+
and a landline, making three
attempts in one week to encour-
age them to return their forms.
Additionally, FDP mailed vote-by-
mail enrollment forms to Demo-
crats in 37 counties with postage-
paid return envelopes and chased

these enrollment forms with
phone calls.

Voting by mail is safe, secure,
and accessible. It allows more
voters to participate in our de-
mocracy, and it’s a com-
monsense way to run an elec-
tion, especially during a public
health crisis. Check out these
stats for our Democratic sen-
iors 65+ VBM enrollment num-
bers:

On Election Day 2018,
628,089 Democratic sen-
iors were enrolled in
VBM. We have almost as
many enrolled today,
603,877, nearly 5
months from Election
Day.

On Election Day 2018,
59,943 more Republican
seniors were enrolled in
VBM than Democratic
seniors. Today we are
only behind by 799 and
poised to quickly surpass
them!

Since the coronavirus crisis
hit, we've had conversa-
tions with 20,348 Demo-
cratic seniors, including
wellness checks and
VBM encouragement.

Be sure to share our Vote-by-
Mail websites in

both English and Spanish wi
th links to sign up for Vote
by Mail in every county.

FLYDEMS



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y9oWmG4D6KpHkEAReJj0iCLXhtutSNwO3c3EfzKQObevZuxuWYnzftWivfJLKUOmLKwklIHD85BySg52xr15P9nyuYgKFyVeR8FU5KOj-ukCKoBh07Y0MNpYirL_9TzystWGQgXULegzUz1W9J01og==&c=UOo5fcBVomwt0cOT3WorsspfW68_DpzdDp_mr6kp73kHuACB4VLu3Q==&ch=SgPXCte20qgv7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y9oWmG4D6KpHkEAReJj0iCLXhtutSNwO3c3EfzKQObevZuxuWYnzfnXGE0ejcbXtv9r4_p20RQlYd72SAbnitmLDjLBbreCFK0z-eL3lAbfvxbOOrkSTGvQiBJw4LA7nwba9itDJVlpy1lmRksJIhw==&c=UOo5fcBVomwt0cOT3WorsspfW68_DpzdDp_mr6kp73kHuACB4VLu3Q==&ch=SgPXCte20qgv7
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Florida Democratic Party

Virtual Fundraiser with Congressman Adam Schiff!

Join us Sunday,
June 28 at 2
p-m. ET for a vir-
tual fundraiser
with special guest
California Repre-
sentative Adam
Schiff and Chair
Terrie Rizzo. This
fundraiser will
support our vote-
by-mail pro-
grams. Click
here to RSVP or
Contribute.

2
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PLEASE JOIN US
for a virtual fundraiser to benefit

THE FLORIDA DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S
VOTE-BY-MAIL PROGRAM

ADAM SCHIFF
TERRIE RIZZO

Pam Goodman, Charlotte Perret,
Gary Sugarman, and Andrew Tobias

Debra Kanter, Ken Sommers, and
Judith Teller Kaye

SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH, 2020

2:00 PM - 3:15 PM EST

RSVP: FLORIDADEMS.ORG/SCHIFF
ZOOM UINK RECEIVED UPON CONTRIBUTION


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y9oWmG4D6KpHkEAReJj0iCLXhtutSNwO3c3EfzKQObevZuxuWYnzfq_Y2hGBa2f4-J6EaETu5TWjSCQEfF9qwlRdg45o5pRDBL1-Sa5635_o70bOCHoVfRYtLtjBqELKCyWAEIHopE56E8B9fo46lMNOrU7CsOv7ZvoPbEQVxwSWbrIhdo_CMQ==&c=UOo5fcBVomwt0cOT3WorsspfW68_DpzdDp_mr6kp7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y9oWmG4D6KpHkEAReJj0iCLXhtutSNwO3c3EfzKQObevZuxuWYnzfq_Y2hGBa2f4-J6EaETu5TWjSCQEfF9qwlRdg45o5pRDBL1-Sa5635_o70bOCHoVfRYtLtjBqELKCyWAEIHopE56E8B9fo46lMNOrU7CsOv7ZvoPbEQVxwSWbrIhdo_CMQ==&c=UOo5fcBVomwt0cOT3WorsspfW68_DpzdDp_mr6kp7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y9oWmG4D6KpHkEAReJj0iCLXhtutSNwO3c3EfzKQObevZuxuWYnzfq_Y2hGBa2f4-J6EaETu5TWjSCQEfF9qwlRdg45o5pRDBL1-Sa5635_o70bOCHoVfRYtLtjBqELKCyWAEIHopE56E8B9fo46lMNOrU7CsOv7ZvoPbEQVxwSWbrIhdo_CMQ==&c=UOo5fcBVomwt0cOT3WorsspfW68_DpzdDp_mr6kp7
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

As our nation continues to navigate a world
changed by coronavirus, it’s clear just how
much is at stake this November. That’s why
as we prepare to launch Vice President Joe
Biden to victory, Democrats are focused on
planning a convention that’s both suc-
cessful AND safe. Our party is tapping into
the resilience and ingenuity of the American
spirit, so that together we can meet the mas-
sive challenges before us.

So today, after months of careful considera-
tion, we announced our plans to hold a
convention that protects public health,
while transforming the convention experi-
ence for delegates and viewers. These up-
dates include:

o Broadcasting from Milwaukee and
across the nation—Four nights of conven-
tion programming will be anchored out of
our host community, Milwaukee, from Au-
gust 17-20, 2020. Programming will include
live content from both Milwaukee and other
satellite cities, locations, and landmarks.

o Conducting official business without
risking public health—After consulting
with public health officials about the COVID
-19 pandemic, convention organizers are
announcing today that they have deter-
mined state delegations should not plan to
travel to Milwaukee and should plan to con-
duct their official convention business re-
motely. The DNC will be in touch with dele-
gations in the coming weeks to share more
information about the processes being de-
veloped.

¢ Announcing our Convention Chair—
U.S. Representative Bennie Thompson will
serve as Permanent Chair of the 2020
Democratic National Convention. The Con-

Convention Chair presides over all official
convention business.

e Organizing and mobilizing like never be-
fore—In order to engage even more voters
during this critical election year, we will be
launching a series of engagement cam-
paigns that invite Americans across the
country to add their voices to convention
programming.

o Updating the convention campus—With
fewer people gathering in person at this
year’s event, convention planners are modi-
fying the convention campus. Convention
proceedings will move from Fiserv Forum to
the Wisconsin Center, the convention center
located in downtown Milwaukee.

In the coming weeks, we will announce some of
the new and exciting ways that you'll be able to
share your voices, your stories, and your ideas
with the Democratic National Convention. Until
then, make sure you're following along on our
social media channels and at DemConven-

tion.com. We look forward to sharing more updates
very soon!

Yours,
Jason

Jason Rae
Secretary
Democratic National Committee
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Democratic National Convention Committee Announces Series of
Virtual Platform Hearings

Washington, D.C.— Democratic National Committee Chair Tom Perez
and Platform Drafting Committee Chair Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms an-
nounced today a series of virtual hearings. The hearings are designed to
allow the Drafting Committee to engage in a robust dialogue with Ameri-
cans from all walks of life on the ideas and solutions that will best articu-
late our party’s vision for the country .

The Platform Drafting Hearing and Meeting details are provided below and will be livestreamed on the
DNCC’s YouTube channel

e June 29 at 5-8pm ET (Platform Drafting Committee Hearing)

e July1at 5-8pm ET (Platform Drafting Committee Hearing)

e July 2 at 5-8pm ET (Platform Drafting Committee Hearing)

e July 15 (Platform Drafting Committee Meeting)

Additional information about the ways for interested parties, allied groups
and members of the public can provide their ideas on the platform will be

announced in the coming days. For more information, please email plat-
form@demconvention.com.
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Trump Could Still Break Democracy’s
Biggest Norm

Say joe biden wins the
presidential election in
November. On the
morning of January 20,
Donald Trump will enter
the Oval Office and
leave a handwritten
letter to Biden on the
Resolute desk. Later,
Trump and his wife,
Melania, will stand in
the White House’s North
Portico to await a visit
from the president-elect
and his wife, Jill. After
the armored limousine
glides up the driveway,
the couples will ex-
change pleasantries and
maybe gifts before
heading inside for
coffee.

Trump’s pictures would
already have been
slipped from oversize
frames that, for the mo-
ment, hang empty on

THE ATLANTIC

PETER NICHOLAS

JUNE 16, 2020

the walls. Workers will
pull down drapes and
roll up carpets that
don’t suit the incoming
family’s aesthetic.
Sometime before noon,
the couples will leave
the White House in
separate cars and meet
again on the Capitol’s
west portico. Trump
will be in the front row,
watching as Biden plac-
es his hand on the Bible
and takes the oath of
office. Back at the
White House, Trump’s
senior aides will pack
up and leave. After the
ceremony, the 45th and
46th presidents will
walk side by side to a
waiting helicopter on
the Capitol plaza for a
final goodbye. Trump
will salute, board, and
fly away.

Or maybe not.

Every four or eight
years, the clock hits
noon on January 20 and
the nation learns
whether the old presi-
dent accepts the legiti-
macy of the new

“The current presiden-
tial term ends at noon
on January 20. Full
stop,” Joshua Geltzer, a
Georgetown Law pro-
fessor, told me. If Biden
wins, that’s the precise
moment when his term
would start. It’s democ-
racy’s most dangerous
instant: the interval
when power changes
hands, testing whether
the nation stays moored
to self-governance.

That tradition’s endur-
ance depends on
Trump’s cooperation—

or the resiliency of the
country’s democratic
institutions should he
withhold it. There’s no
assurance that Trump
will accept the validity
of the election results.
He’s already described
mail-in voting as a plot
to steal the election.
And he’s trolled critics
with the tongue-in-
cheek suggestion that,
by popular demand, he
might stay in office be-
yond the Constitution’s
eight-year limit.

..... news is that at the
end of 6 years, after
America has been
made GREAT again
and I leave the beau-
tiful White House
(do you think the
people would de-
mand that I stay
longer? KEEP
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AMERICA
GREAT), both of
these horrible pa-
pers will quickly go
out of business &
be forever gone!

e Donald J. Trump
(@realDonaldTrump) Ju
ne 16,2019

Trump could win, of
course. But if Biden
sweeps enough battle-
ground states in con-
vincing fashion, any
claim that Trump was
robbed of victory would
be ludicrous on its face.
At noon on January 20
he’d no longer be presi-
dent, and if he boycott-
ed the rituals surround-
ing the presidential
handoff and holed up
inside the White House,
he’d be squatting. “He
can sit in the Oval Office
and put his hands to-
gether and say, ‘I’'m not
going to leave,’ but ...
the transfer of power
will occur with him or
without him,” Jonathan
Wackrow, a former Se-
cret Service agent who

was a member of the
presidential protection
detail and was at work
the day Barack Obama
took over from George
W. Bush, told me. In an
interview with Fox
News on Friday, Trump
said that he would ac-
cept defeat, that if he
lost, he’d leave.
“Certainly, if | don’t win,
| don’t win,” he said,
adding that he would
“go on, do other
things.”

Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham, a South Carolina
Republican and Trump
confidant, told me that
he does not believe
Trump would defy the
electoral verdict: “I'm
not buying into that
nutty stuff. I'm not wor-
ried about that.”

Trump’s opponent isn’t
so sure. Speaking with
Trevor Noah on
Wednesday,

Biden predicted that
the military might be
called on to evict Trump
if it came to that—and

that it would willingly
comply. “I am absolute-
ly convinced they will
escort him from the
White House with great
dispatch,” Biden said.

Making the moment
more harrowing might
be an election that is
both close and contest-
ed—a more plausible
scenario than a Trump
wipeout. In Michigan,
the outcome could
hinge on mail-in bal-
loting, which Trump has
sought to discredit. He's
already previewed his
objections to postelec-
tion recounts that don’t
go in Republicans’ fa-
vor.

The Florida Elec-
tion should be
called in favor of
Rick Scott and Ron
DeSantis in that
large numbers of
new ballots showed
up out of nowhere,
and many ballots are
missing or forged.
An honest vote
count is no longer

possible-ballots mas-
sively infected. Must
go with Election
Night!

e Donald J. Trump
(@realDonaldTrump) Nov
ember 12, 2018

If Biden were to notch a
narrow victory, Trump
could look to contest the
results and claim he’d
actually won. He could
put the military and oth-
er tools of presidential
power in an awkward
spot, pressuring them to
pick sides and untangle
competing claims about
who won. A supine Jus-
tice Department led by
Attorney General William
Barr might bolster
Trump’s claims by putting
out statements that the
vote was tainted

“It’s really hard for any-
one in the military, at any
level, to say anything
other than ‘Yes, sir.’
They’re not lawyers,” Ro-
sa Brooks, a former Pen-
tagon official in the

See next page
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Obama administration
and a professor at
Georgetown Law, told
me.

The potential for chaos
exposes the frailties of
an electoral tradition
that depends on the
goodwill of the two can-
didates involved. If one
won’t cooperate, the
system seizes up. The
nation survived a couple
of scares, but only be-
cause the loser was will-
ing to fold. In 2000, Al
Gore conceded the race
when a divided Supreme
Court stopped a recount
in Florida, locking in
George W. Bush’s nar-
row victory. When he
bowed out, Gore ended
his career in elective pol-
itics, a gesture that
Trump might not be so
quick to emulate.

Lawrence Douglas, an
Ambherst College profes-
sor, published a book
this year called Will He
Go? that lays out night-
mare scenarios arising

from a contested elec-
tion: dueling claims
about who won, with
Congress and the courts
unable to resolve the
dispute. “In 2020, we
have no Al Gore to save
us from a complete
electoral meltdown and
the unrest and violence
it could unleash,” Doug-
las wrote.

In an interview, Douglas
told me: “If people real-
ly prepare to engage in
constitutional brink-
manship, the system
isn’t particularly de-
signed to deal with that
type of person ... It de-
pends on people having
internalized the norms
that make a constitu-
tional democracy
work.”

rump’s political career
is the story of norms
upended. He’s denigrat-
ed war heroes and
sparred with Gold Star
families. Would he hon-
or one of the nation’s
most precious norms—
the peaceful transfer of

power—if it meant ad-
mitting failure?

When the fateful mo-
ment arrives, Trump
would need to accept
the same sobering reali-
ty that Gore absorbed:
He lost. What some in
Washington ask is
whether he’d be in deni-
al.

Representative Adam
Smith, the Democratic
chairman of the House
Armed Services Com-
mittee, told me that he
once spoke with a sen-
ior White House official
and asked about
Trump’s intentions in
the event of a defeat.
said, ‘There’s a lot of
concern that if your
boss loses he’s not go-
ing to leave,”” Smith
said. “And he said, ‘No,
that’s ridiculous. Of
course he would.””
Smith wasn’t reassured.
“There’s a zero percent
chance that he would
gracefully transfer pow-
er,” he told me. “The
best we can hope for is
that he

would ungracefully tran
sfer power.”

Brooks, the Georgetown

llI

Law professor and former
Obama official, is helping
lead an informal bipartisan
group called the Transition
Integrity Project that is
looking to ensure the elec-
tion and potential transi-
tion go smoothly. More
than 60 people are in-
volved, including former
governors and Cabinet
secretaries. They're plan-
ning to meet on Zoom in
the next few weeks and
hold “tabletop” exercises
meant to think through
various scenarios: a nar-
row Trump defeat, a clear
Trump victory, and a re-
sounding Biden victory
among them. They’ll game
out what might happen if
Trump and his supporters
use social media to intimi-
date the election workers
tallying votes, or if he re-
fuses to leave in the event
of defeat, among other
possibilities, participants
told me.

Abroad, some are watch-
ing uneasily to see if the
two-century-old American
experiment wobbles. “I
care about that, because
over the years the United
States and its allies have
been able to draw on their

See next page
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Representative Adam
Smith, the Democratic
chairman of the House
Armed Services Com-
mittee, told me that he
once spoke with a senior
White House official and
asked about Trump’s
intentions in the event
of a defeat. “I said,
‘There’s a lot of concern
that if your boss loses
he’s not going to
leave,”” Smith said. “And
he said, ‘No, that’s ridic-
ulous. Of course he
would.”” Smith wasn’t
reassured. “There’s a
zero percent chance
that he would gracefully
transfer power,” he told
me. “The best we can
hope for is that he
would ungracefully trans
fer power.”

Brooks, the Georgetown
Law professor and for-
mer Obama official, is
helping lead an informal
bipartisan group called
the Transition Integrity
Project that is looking to
ensure the election and
potential transition go
smoothly. More than 60
people are involved, in-
cluding former gover-
nors and Cabinet secre-
taries. They’re planning

to meet on Zoom in the
next few weeks and
hold “tabletop” exercis-
es meant to think
through various scenari-
0s: a narrow Trump de-
feat, a clear Trump vic-
tory, and a resounding
Biden victory among
them. They’ll game out
what might happen if
Trump and his support-
ers use social media to
intimidate the election
workers tallying votes,
or if he refuses to leave
in the event of defeat,
among other possibili-
ties, participants told
me.

Abroad, some are
watching uneasily to see
if the two-century-old
American experiment
wobbles. “I care about
that, because over the
years the United States
and its allies have been
able to draw on their
moral authority to call
out autocrats and dicta-
tors who steal elections,
and say, ‘That is not
okay,”” Peter West-
macott, the former
British ambassador to
the United States, told
me. “If we can’t do that
anymore, both our val-
ues and our moral lead-

ership are in jeopardy.”
Arturo Sarukhan, the
former Mexican ambas-
sador to the United
States, told me that the
election “could be a
domino setting off a
chain of events around
the world. It will be used
by autocratic regimes,
by rivals of the U.S., and
by countries that are
chipping away at the
democratic foundations
of nations as show-and-
tell.”

All the polite Inaugura-
tion Day niceties serve a
purpose: hardening
those foundations. Even
the letter counts for
something. Obama be-
gan his note to Trump
with three words ac-
cepting a result he'd la-
bored to prevent: “Dear
Mr. President.”
Watching from his front-
row seat while Biden
takes the oath of office
would be a powerful
signal to Trump’s disap-
pointed voters that he’s
freely ceding power to
his legitimate successor.
Would he attend, or
would he decamp to
Mar-a-Lago? Images of a
White House makeover
might be too painful for

a fragile ego to bear.
Everywhere he looked,
he’d find signs of his re-
pudiation. Peering out
the north-facing win-
dows, he’d see the spe-
cial viewing stand for
Biden to watch the inau-
gural parade march
down Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. “l don’t see him
leaving willingly, based
on what I've seen of how
he’s used his position,”
William Cohen, a former
Republican senator from
Maine and the defense
secretary in Bill Clinton’s
administration, told me.
“He does not believe
he’s subject to any con-
straint.”

Or Trump could win.
Then a transfer-of-power
crisis would be averted
at least until 2025, when
the nation would discov-
er whether Trump is in-
deed joking when he
says he'll stay in

office into the next dec-
ade. ¥

https://www.theatlantic.com/
politics/archive/2020/06/
when-does-trump-leave-
white-house/613060/
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Senator Rick Scott Washington, D.C.
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate
Office Building Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-5274

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov

Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202)
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa:
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035
Call: (813) 977-6450

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696
1st Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Peters-
burg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone:
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite
300 Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-
2817 Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours:
8:30 am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office
University of South Florida — St. Pete
Williams House 511 Second St. S. St.
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the
Tampa District Office address.

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX:
(813) 501-4944_

For the most up-to-
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your Federal, State,
and County represent-
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Why Join the Largo/Mid

~Pinellas Democratic Club?

The club provides a variety of
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and
national political discussions. But
we’re not just about talk. We will
be part of the action in finding
the best candidates and getting
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our
state. But, just as important, we
also want to make time to enjoy
each other’s ‘company and cele-
brate each other’s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year.
Grassroots politics is effective
and fun!

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:

e Meet other active Democrats

e Meet and get to know your
elected officials and potential
candidates

¢ Raise funds and work for candi-
dates

e Participate in community ser-
vice projects

e Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national
importance

e Attend special events and

monthly meetings.

“Like” us on
[i facebook.

htq:s)’."www faceookcom/ipagesilargoMid-Finellas- |
Democratic-Club/
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