
kept coming.  

Another aspect of my 

positivity was the way 

Mr. Floyd’s family act-

ed. They walked with 

their heads held high 

in spite of their grief. 

Mr. Floyd’s young 

daughter told now-

President Biden that 

her Daddy “changed 

the world.” How we 

all hoped that were 

true. In many ways 

the family reminded 

me of the courageous 

families of those mur-

dered in the Emanuel 

African Methodist 

Last summer after 

George Floyd was 

murdered by police 

in Minneapolis, I 

thought we were fi-

nally on our way to 

racial justice in this 

country. Not that it 

had not been a long 

time coming, but in 

the summer of 2020, 

I, along with every-

one who watched 

non-Fox News TV, 

saw weeks of or-

derly protests 

against that horri-

ble murder. The 

protesters were a 

slice of America - 

young, mid-life, 

and older. I saw a 

young mother 

pushing a double 

stroller alongside a 

woman walking 

with the help of a 

walker. People of 

color walked 

alongside every 

variety of Ameri-

can, and they all 
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By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  
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Episcopal Church in 

Charleston, South 

Carolina. I will never 

forget those family 
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members telling the 

man who murdered 

their family and 

friends that they for-

gave him. With their 

voices cracking with 

their grief and 

strengthened by 

their deep belief in 

God, they forgave 

this sad excuse for a 

human being who 

murdered the peo-

ple they loved. I 

could never have 

done that. Could 

you?  

However, Donald 

Trump managed to 

change the percep-

tion of these peace-

ful protests. By 

sending his 

Stormtroopers into 

places like Portland 

and his emphasis on 

his own “facts” such 

as that all violent 

demonstrations 

were the fault of 

black people, that 

white supremacists 

were good people, 

and that he was going 

to be forced to send 

more Stormtroopers 

to Democratic cities. 

While black people 

continued to be killed 

for minor or imagined 

acts, Trump praised 

the police regardless 

of their actions. While 

many police officers 

do their difficult jobs 

every day, it is the big-

ots and haters among 

the police who get the 

headlines, often killing 

black people for minor 

or perceived infringe-

ments. Remember 

that when the police 

in South Carolina 

caught Dylan Root, the 

racist murderer, they 

took him to Burger 

King for a sandwich. 

Stop and think about 

what would have hap-

pened to a black per-

son who killed nine 

white people. Burger 

King wouldn’t have 

been a likely outcome. 

Think about the black 

man killed by police 

for falling asleep in 

a fast food drive-up 

or a killer who 

simply walked past 

the police after kill-

ing one person and 

injuring several 

others. 

This problem 

should have been 

solved several hun-

dred years ago but 

we may be making 

some progress. 

There is a good ar-

ticle in last weeks’ 

Time magazine 

where Michelle 

Obama interviews 

Amanda Gorman 

the talented poet 

from Joe Biden’s 

Inauguration. It 

made me think 

about how many 

things have 

changed subtlety 

over the last few 

years. Remember 

the Cheerios ad 

where a sweet 

little girl hears that 

Cheerios are good 

for a person’s heart 

and, finding her 

black dad asleep on 

the couch, puts a 

handful of Cheerios 

over his heart? That 

ad drew fire from 

people who object-

ed to interracial fam-

ilies. It was taken off 

the air. Now mixed-

race families are all 

over the advertising 

world doing perfect-

ly ordinary things 

that all families do. 

It has become a 

norm to see gay cou-

ples doing the things 

that all of us do, 

whether it is trying 

to find a place to put 

a hot dish or finding 

a couch where they 

can all be comforta-

ble, or kissing while 

eating a rooftop din-

ner. The more that 

interracial, black, 

and gay people are 

shown on TV doing 

the same things as 

everyone else, the 

more it becomes ap-

parent that they are 

like everyone else. I 

MLA from Page 1 
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MLA from Page 2 

believe that when Supervi-

sor Harvey Milk, who was 

assassinated 40 ago for be-

ing gay, told his friends to 

come “out of the closet” 

and face their families and 

friends, he started the 

movement toward gay 

rights in this country. Milk 

knew that when people re-

alized that their well-loved 

nephew was gay or that 

their brother or sister or 

friend was gay, the negative 

aura of homosexuality was 

dissipated. I recognize that 

many gay or lesbian people 

suffered as a result of 

“coming out” and I do not 

dismiss that, but people 

found out that gay people 

were really just people. 

Now that is becoming rec-

ognized in law. Now I realize 

that none of these people 

should have been subject to 

the hate and prejudice of 

others for simply being who 

they are. That is, and always 

has been, unforgivable. But 

we can only work for 

change and accept it. I re-

member the day when my 

father, who was a democrat 

his whole life but who 

suffered from race bigotry, 

called me to say that he was 

sorry he had not voted for 

Barack Obama the first 

time. He admitted the rea-

son was Obama’s race and 

now understood that 

Obama was “a good man.” 

He was late getting there, 

but he got there.  

President Biden is setting 

the example, starting with 

his choice of Kamala Harris 

and filling his Administra-

tion with outstanding peo-

ple of all colors and races. 

He is fighting an uphill 

battle given Republican op-

position. As for each of us 

personally, we can all be 

better. Like my Dad we all 

need to get there and like 

Alexander Hamilton we 

need to give it our best 

shot.    
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Upcoming  Speakers 

SACE Florida Director 
Susan Glickman 
named one of Florida’s 
most influential leader 

Kelsey 
Grentzer | 
September 14, 
2018 | Climate 

Change, Energy Policy 
 
Congrats to our Florida Direc-

tor, Susan Glickman, who 

was just named to Florida 

Trend‘s Florida 500 – a list of 

the 500 most influential Floridi-

ans. Susan has worked with 

the Southern Alliance for 

Clean Energy since 2001 as a 

consultant and lobbyist and 

became Florida Director in 

2013. A Florida native, she’s 

been a consultant for many 

national environmental organi-

zations, such as the Natural 

Resources Defense Council 

and the Union of Concerned 

Scientists. 

Prior to her work on energy 

and climate issues, Susan was 

with the Campaign for Tobac-

co-Free Kids and worked to 

have Congress grant the Food 

& Drug Administration authori-

ty to regulate tobacco. She 

helped to institute a nation-

wide health tracking system 

for the Trust for America’s 

Health and for the first time, 

obtained funding from Con-

gress for prostate cancer re-

search developing the Nation-

al Prostate Cancer Coalition. 

She serves on the Florida 

Commission on Volunteer Ser-

vice appointed by Governor 

Rick Scott and was the Found-

ing Chair of the Florida Com-

mission on the Status of Wom-

en.  

 

quote: 
“It is an exciting time of great 
technological change. In 
working to advance clean-
energy solutions through 
policy at the state, local and 
national level, I am helping 
to build a market for ad-
vanced energy technology 
solutions. Fostering the tran-
sition to a low-carbon econo-
my will open the door for 
good-paying jobs and enor-
mous economic develop-
ment opportunities.” 
 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER: 

MARCH SPEAKER: 

Katie Vicsik 

is the Florida 

State Direc-

tor at All on 

The Line, a 

campaign of 

the National Redistricting Ac-

tion Fund, where Katie leads 

Florida’s statewide program to 

create awareness & action 

around the redistricting pro-

cess via strategic partner-

ships, and grassroots engage-

ment. 

Katie has prior campaign experi-

ence in Florida, working on Presi-

dent Obama’s 2008 and 2012 

campaigns, as well as serving as 

the Florida State Director at En-

roll America, an issue-based 

campaign that educated consum-

ers, and increased enrollment in 

health insurance, for the Afforda-

ble Care Act. 

Katie has a very lovable Labra-

dor, and a 4 year old son named 

Ben. She is a native Floridian, 

who hopes to bring transparency 

to the statewide redistricting pro-

cess, so that we can have elect-

ed officials who represent our 

values. You can reach Katie at : 

 vicsik@redistrictingaction.org  
 
 

  

Katie Vicsik is the 
Florida State Director 
at All on The Line  

https://cleanenergy.org/staff/kelsey-grentzer/
https://cleanenergy.org/staff/kelsey-grentzer/
https://cleanenergy.org/category/climate-change/
https://cleanenergy.org/category/climate-change/
https://cleanenergy.org/category/energy-policy/
https://floridatrend500.com/
mailto:vicsik@redistrictingaction.org
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Nominations for Club Officers 

And directors 

are now open; Submit nominations 

to Ginny Nelson or Bob Glass 

 

Election will be March 15 

To be eligible to RUN for Officer or Director, OR to 

VOTE, your 2021 Dues had to be paid by Jan. 22, 2021 

Officer positions to be voted on include: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

Directors to be elected are all at-large positions.   To 

run , or to nominate someone, please contact: 

GINNY.NELSON72@GMAIL.COM   

GLASSRG@GMAIL.COM 

Join 

now! 

Click  on LINK 

Please note that due to limitations of  on-line voting, no nomina-

tions will be taken from the floor during the election, therefore all 

nomination must be submitted by Feb. 15. 

mailto:doris@dweatherford.com?subject=Nomination%20for%20Club%20officer%20or%20director
mailto:GlasRG@gmail.com?subject=Nomination%20for%20Club%20officer%20or%20director
https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
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Candidates for Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic  
Club Offices 

The following is the cur-

rent slate of candidates 

who have agreed to 

serve again or run for 

offices in the Largo 

club: 

Officers: 
 Mary Lou Ambrose - 

President 

 Dana Polk -Vice-
President 

 Donna Dennis -
Secretary 

 Becky Heeren –
Treasurer / Parliamen-
tarian 

 
Board of Directors: 
For Re-election: 
 Lois Fries 
 Bob Glass 
 Lorena Grizzle  
 Charlotte Maas 
 Ginny Nelson 
 Heidi Sanchez 
 Wanda Schwerer 
 Peggy Tucker 
 Lodewijk van den Berg 
 
Standing for election: 
 Jay Chetney 
 Carl Panzarella 
 Polly Kraus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet : 

Carl Panzarella, DDS  

Candidate for:  Director 

I grew up in Baltimore 

here I graduated from Loyo-

la College and 

then the University of Mary-

land dental 

school.  I practiced mainly i

n Florida, but also in Mary-

land and Virginia. 

  

My wife and I met while in 

dental school and she a 

nurse at Johns Hopkins.  If 

you happen to have surgery 

at Morton Plant there’s a 

good chance you might 

meet her.  Our four children 

are all University of Flori-

da Gators. 

  

Personally, I enjoy being on 

the water fishing, boat-

ing, and diving, 

and flying as a private pi-

lot.  Other activities include 

hiking, reading, cooking and 

just enjoying the company of 

family and friends. 

  

I decided to get involved 

with the Democratic Party 

after watching the political 

debacle of the last ten years 

and especially the 2020 

election.  It is long past the 

time when resistance to the 

misleading, self serving 

ways of Republicans has 

to be ratcheted up in a seri-

ous way.  I have had 

enough of politicians and 

policies that ca-

ter solely to corporate inter-

ests and profits at the ex-

pense of the common 

good.  The time has come to 

do something that protects 

our country and form of gov-

ernment for the future gen-

erations who have no one 

else to stand up for them.   
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Candidates for Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic  

Club Offices 

Jay Chetney 

Candidate for:  Director 

I moved to St Petersburg and 

Florida during the early sum-

mer of 2017 and immediately 

met my neighbor Cora Kost-

ka, who brought me to my 

first Largo Mid-Pinellas Dem-

ocratic Club Meeting.  

 
I  quickly became involved 

with Pinellas County Demo-

crats through the folks I met 

that night, and have been a 

PCM in HD 69, and now in 

HD 68.  

 
I’m active with the Florida 

LGBTQ Democratic Caucus, 

and the Hillsborough County 

LGBTA Caucus, as well as 

Largo’s Tuesday Morning 

Game Changers. Nationally, I 

work with the LGBTQ Victory 

Fund, and recently with the 

Biden-Harris Presidential 

Inaugural Committee. In 

2020 I was a Pinellas 

County Poll Worker during 

the August Primary and 

Early Voting in November 

(including Election Day). 

Throughout 2020 I was al-

so an active volunteer and 

supporter with many cam-

paigns throughout Florida 

and Colorado (my former 

home state). My “specialty” 

was being a part of various 

texting GOTV campaigns 

in Florida and Georgia. 

 

I look forward to having a 

more active role in the Lar-

go Mid-Pinellas Club, 

where I feel I have found a 

“home base” in these tur-

bulent and fractious times.   

 

 

 

 

 

Polly Kraus 

Candidate for: Director 
 
I have volunteered many hours 

over the years, and what I seem to 

be good at is getting things 

done.  Examples of my volunteer 

jobs in the past, I have been a 5K 

Race Director (without any experi-

ence, and I had a good team)for 

about 250 runners, where each of 

the five years, we raised nearly 

$20K. I ran the website, got the 

course certified, ran a committee 

of 6 talented, opinionated women, 

got sponsors, worked out logistics, 

hired professional race timers, got 

signage done, marked out the 

course, and organized the race 

day. I ran three book fairs at our 

kids' elementary school, where we 

raised $10K each year. I have sat 

Cont’d on next page 
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on the synagogue's board for 

more years than I can count 

and served as Preschool Chair, 

Secretary, 5K Race Director, 

many committees, and presi-

dent for two years. In those two 

years as president, I helped 

raise $25K for a new sign.  We 

buried a young rabbi, hired an 

interim rabbi, hired a full-time 

rabbi, did not renew a cantorial 

soloist's contract, retired an ad-

ministrator, and hired a new 

cantor. I also helped fundraise, 

research, and hire the roofing 

company to redo our leaking 

roof. Temple is still standing 

with a much better roof, and we 

are now trying to thrive in the 

time of Covid with a new rabbi 

and cantor. I am now immedi-

ate past president, still serving 

as security committee chair, 

Life & Legacy Co-Chair, a team 

leader for FAST, and fundrais-

ing. In May 2022, I will no long-

er be immediate past president. 

Other volunteer positions in-

clude serving on my homeown-

Candidates for Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic  

Club Offices 

ers' association as VP of 

grounds, treasurer, and Pres-

ident for the last four years. 

In that time, we remodeled 

our front wall and changed 

over from a self ran associa-

tion to professional manage-

ment. I believe this is to be 

my last year as president of 

the homeowner's association. 

 

I want to see the Democratic 

Party thrive and win more 

than Pinellas County. Our 

current governor needs to 

lose the next election, and I 

want to be part of that action. 

I will tell you I am not very 

good at remembering peo-

ple's names, but I can organ-

ize a picnic and social events 

when Covid ends or virtually. 

I'm not running for president 

or an officer's position. I want 

to get more involved and 

learn the ropes and see how 

things get done on the back 

end. I am still trying to work 

out all the districts and how 

the Democratic Party of Pi-

Con’t from previous page nellas County gets things 

done. 

 

Before becoming a full-time 

mom and volunteer, I was a 

respiratory therapy technician 

from 1986-1995. I stopped 

working when we moved to 

Boston for my husband's fel-

lowship due to two boys under 

three at the time and no child 

care. Then upon moving here 

to Clearwater in 1996 and 

contemplating going back to 

work, I got pregnant with the 

third boy. I have always tried 

to keep busy and do my share 

in the community while raising 

my boys. They turned out ok 

and I haven’t had to bail one 

out of jail --yet.   
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Meet Volunteer 

 Lisl Schick 

Submitted by, 

Ginny Nelson, nominating 

committee  

 

She uses her life experi-

ences as a teaching tool 

for children and adults.  I 

got to speak with her per-

sonally because of our re-

cent call for Largo club 

members to step forward 

and serve as volunteers 

for club positions.  Lisl 

Schick was one of those 

who stepped up.  She was 

motivated to offer to us 

whatever she could do in 

the name of educating vot-

ers and future voters.  In 

fact, she has already 

been doing that as a 

board member on the 

Board of the Holocaust 

Museum.  Her life story 

includes what happened 

to her family when she 

was 10 years old and Hit-

ler and the fascists 

marched into her 

hometown of Vienna, 

Austria.  She and her 

brother were saved when 

they were allowed to take 

a train and enter Eng-

land.  Her father was a 

prisoner on the Isle of 

Man and the whole 

family, after being 

separated for six 

years, were reunited 

in New York City.   

Her life story, as she 

relates it, is one of 

using all of the good 

and all of the bad 

that she experi-

enced, to live a pro-

ductive life.  And 

now she willingly 

shares those events 

to educate us.  She 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club     SPOTLIGHT ON: 

speaks of using edu-

cation to live a suc-

cessful life and to not 

let the bad experienc-

es deter you.  For us, 

her example is of a 

woman who knows 

that she has many im-

portant strengths to 

share.  And she steps 

up eagerly to do it.  

In our own unique 
ways, all of us have 
something to offer, 
too.   
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P lea s e don ’ t forg et  y our  d u es!  

Dues are $15 per year, payable in January of each year.  Dues paid in 

the last quarter of 2020 carry forward into this year.    

 

If you have not already paid you can pay online at:    

https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved  

Or mail a check to 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 

P O Box 1242 

Largo, FL 33779 
 

Click  on 

LINK 

https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
https://www.largodemocrats.org/get-involved
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 Pinellas Democratic Party 
District News 

District 66 New Leadership! 
 Bryan Beckman - D66 Chair -cell:  224-

430-3990  
 Judith St. Onge - D66 Vice Chair 
 Elena Kourchenko - D66 Secretary / 

Treasurer 
 Susan Johnson - Rules and Bylaws 

Committee 
 Deb Anderson - Grievance Committee 
 
Draft 2021/22 Goals 

Goal Planning 2021 - Voter Regis-
tration 

 2016-2020 Registration - D66 
 D66 registration increase by 8,700 

(7.8%) 
 Precinct 511 increased by 674 (22%) 
 Need District 66 Registration leader/

coordinator 
Traditional/historical tactics: 
 2019: Events, tabling at SPC Seminole 
 2019/20: Door-to-door, including re-

turning citizen targeting 
 2020: used new Mapper tool to send 

postcards 

District 66 District 67 

District 67 Elects New Leader-
ship 
  
Along with other Democratic districts in 
Pinellas, District 67 held elections to-
ward the end of January. Here are the 
new officers who were elected: 
  
 Chair – Julia Heinke 
 Vice Chair – Meredith Ray 
 Secretary-Treasurer – Michael McCoy 
 Bylaws Committee – Kevin Rowland 
 Grievance Committee – Juan Londono 
  
District leadership and Precinct Commit-
tee Persons will hold their first meeting 
on Wednesday, Feb. 17 and will meet on 
the 3rd Wednesday each month going 
forward. As a reminder, District 67 is a 
large district that covers roughly from 
the corner of Missouri & Ulmerton east 
to 49th Street and north to Sunset Point. 
  
For more information on how to get in-
volved, you can contact Julia Heinke 
at Julia.heinke@pinellasdemocrats.com 
or Peggy Tucker 

at peggytucker55@hotmail.com. 

  
Congratulations to the new officers! 

mailto:Julia.heinke@pinellasdemocrats.com
mailto:peggytucker55@hotmail.com
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against crime. Her tenure was 

marked by a dramatic 40% re-

duction in violent crime, includ-

ing robberies, shootings and 

murders. Chief Demings also 

served as Co- Chair of the 

Florida Gang Intervention Re-

gional Task Force and Member 

of Florida Police Chiefs Legis-

lative Team. In addition, Con-

gresswoman Demings founded 

“Operation Positive Direction,” 

a youth mentoring program de-

signed to strengthen the rela-

tionship between law enforce-

ment and youth in the commu-

nity.  

In 2016, Demings was elected 

to Congress in Florida's 10th 

District. Her committee assign-

ments include the following: 

Committee on Homeland Se-

curity ( subcommittee- Trans-

portation and Maritime Securi-

ty) , House Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence 

(subcommittees- Defense Intel-

ligence and Warfighter Support 

and Intelligence Modernization 

and Readiness), and the 

House Judiciary Committee 

(subcommittees- Antitrust, 

Commercial, and Administra-

tive Law and Crime, Terrorism, 

and Homeland Security). 

Demings is a member of the 

Congressional Black Caucus, 

Women’s Caucus, and New 

Democrat Coalition. In addi-

tion, Rep. Demings is a Vice 

Chair of the Gun Violence Pre-

vention Task , Recruitment 

Chair for the Democratic Con-

gressional Campaign Commit-

tee, Member of the Election 

Security Task Force, and 

Member of the Congressional 

Badge of Bravery Review 

Board.  

In 2019, Demings, again, 

made history when she was 

appointed by the Speaker of 

the House to serve as an Im-

peachment Manager, one of 

only 3 women to ever serve in 

that position.  

Congresswoman Demings 

stays involved in her commu-

nity through numerous organi-

zations, including: Saint Mark 

A.M.E. Church; Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Inc.; the Orlan-

do Chapter of The Links; 

NAACP; National Organization 

of Black Law Enforcement Ex-

ecutives (NOBLE); as well as 

numerous other affiliations. 

Congresswoman Demings al-

so enjoys riding her Harley 

Davidson Motorcycle. Con-

gresswoman Demings is mar-

ried to Jerry Demings, who 

serves as the Orange County 

Mayor. The couple has 3 sons 

and 5 grandchildren .  

Black History Month Honoree  : Representative Val Demings 

February 22    -    12:00-1:30  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Congresswoman Valdez B. 

Demings, the youngest of sev-

en children, was born in Jack-

sonville, Florida to James and 

Elouise Butler. The first in her 

family to graduate college, she 

worked as a social worker, 

then joined the Orlando Police 

Department. Over a 27-year 

career, Demings had many no-

table assignments, including 

Commander of the Airport Divi-

sion during 9/11, Commander 

of Special Operations, member 

of the Crisis Negotiation Team, 

Commander of the Critical Inci-

dent Stress Management 

Team, and Executive Vice 

President of the International 

Association of Airport and Sea-

port Police.  

In 2007, Demings was select-

ed to serve as Chief for the Or-

lando Police Department–the 

first woman to hold that posi-

tion. Upon taking office, she 

launched an all-out war 
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The Hill We ClimbThe Hill We ClimbThe Hill We Climb   

Mr. President, Dr. Biden, 

Madam Vice President, Mr. 

Emhoff, Americans and the 

world: 

When day comes we ask our-

selves, where can we find light 

in this never-ending shade? 

The loss we carry, a sea we 

must wade. We’ve braved the 

belly of the beast. We’ve 

learned that quiet isn’t always 

peace. In the norms and no-

tions of what just is isn’t al-

ways justice. 

And yet, the dawn is ours be-

fore we knew it. Somehow, we 

do it. Somehow, we’ve weath-

ered and witnessed a nation 

that isn’t broken, but simply 

unfinished. We, the successors 

of a country and a time where 

a skinny 

Black girl 

descended 

from slaves 

and raised 

by a single 

mother can 

dream of becoming president, 

only to find herself reciting 

for one. 

And yes, we are far from pol-

ished, far from pristine, but 

that doesn’t mean we are 

striving to form a union that 

is perfect. We are striving to 

forge our union with purpose, 

to compose a country com-

mitted to all cultures, colors, 

characters and conditions of 

man. 

And so, we lift our gazes not 

to what stands between us, 

but what stands before us. 

We close the divide because 

we know, to put our future 

first, we must first put our 

differences aside. 

We lay down our arms so we 

can reach out our arms to one 

another. We seek harm to none 

and harmony for all. Let the 

globe, if nothing else, say this is 

true. That even as we grieved, 

we grew. That even as we hurt, 

we hoped; that even as we 

tired, we tried; that we’ll forev-

er be tied together, victorious. 

Not because we will never again 

know defeat, but because we 

will never again sow division. 

Scripture tells us to envision 

that everyone shall sit under 

their own vine and fig tree, and 

no one shall make them afraid. 

If we’re to live up to our own 

time, then victory won’t lie in 

the blade, but in all the bridges 

we’ve made. That is the prom-

ise to glade, the hill we climb if 

only we dare it. Because being 

American is more than a pride 

we inherit; it’s the past we step 

into and how we repair it. 

We’ve seen a forest that would 

Con’t on next page 
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shatter our nation rather than 

share it, would destroy our 

country if it meant delaying 

democracy. And this effort 

very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be 

periodically delayed, it can 

never be permanently defeat-

ed. In this truth, in this faith 

we trust, for while we have our 

eyes on the future, history has 

its eyes on us. This is the era 

of just redemption. We feared 

it at its inception. We did not 

feel prepared to be the heirs 

of such a terrifying hour, but 

within it, we found the power 

to author a new chapter, to 

offer hope and laughter to 

ourselves. 

So, while once we asked: 

“How could we possibly pre-

vail over catastrophe?” Now 

we assert, “How could catas-

trophe possibly prevail over 

us?” 

We will not march back to what 

was, but move to what shall be: 

a country that is bruised, but 

whole; benevolent, but bold; 

fierce and free. We will not be 

turned around or interrupted by 

intimidation, because we know 

our inaction and inertia will be 

the inheritance of the next gen-

eration. Our blunders become 

their burdens. But one thing is 

certain, if we merge mercy with 

might, and might with right, 

then love becomes our legacy, 

and change our children’s birth-

right. 

So, let us leave behind a country 

better than one we were left. 

With every breath from my 

bronze-pounded chest, we will 

raise this wounded world into a 

wondrous one. We will rise 

from the gold-limned hills of 

the West. We will rise from the 

wind-swept Northeast where 

our forefathers first realized 

revolution. We will rise from 

the lake-rimmed cities of the 

Midwestern states. We will rise 

from the sun-baked South. We 

will rebuild, reconcile and re-

cover in every known nook of 

our nation, in every corner 

called our country our people 

diverse and beautiful will 

emerge battered and beautiful. 

When day comes, we step out 

of the shade aflame and un-

afraid. The new dawn blooms 

as we free it. For there is al-

ways light. If only we’re brave 

enough to see it. If only we’re 

brave enough to be it. 

— Amanda Gorman’s “The Hill 

We Climb,” as recited at the 

inauguration of President Joe 

Biden and Vice President Ka-

mala Harris 

The Hill We ClimbThe Hill We ClimbThe Hill We Climb   

From previous page 

When day comes, we step out of the 

shade aflame and unafraid. The new 

dawn blooms as we free it. For there 

is always light. If only we’re brave 

enough to see it. If only we’re brave 

enough to be it. 
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call or email for more information.  
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Thank you for con-
tacting me to ex-
press your concerns 
about the violent in-
surrection that oc-
curred at the U.S. 
Capitol on January 6, 
2021.  I appreciate 
your taking the time 
to share your 
thoughts, and wel-
come the opportuni-
ty to respond. 
 
January 6th marked 
a dark day in our na-
t i o n ' s  h i s t o -
ry.  Domestic terror-
ists, incited by the 
President of the Unit-
ed States, attacked 
the United States 
Capitol, America's 
temple of democra-
cy. It was an act of 
sedition with the aim 
to overturn a free 
and fair presidential 
election.  Like you, I 
was horrified at the 
events that unfolded: 

horrified for the 
safety of my fellow 
elected officials 
and staff, horrified 
for the safety of 
our Capitol Police, 
and horrified for 
our democracy. 
 
As our Capitol was 
under siege, with 
the President of 
the United States 
refusing to call off 
the mob he incit-
ed, I, in turn, 
called on the Vice 
President to in-
voke the 25th 
Amendment to re-
move the Presi-
dent from office. I 
also supported the 
second impeach-
ment of President 
Trump. If the Pres-
ident's actions 
don't rise to the 
level of impeach-
ment, I don't know 
w h a t  w o u l d . 
 
As we work to pick 
up the pieces from 
that awful day, I 
find faith in the 
strength of our de-
mocracy and the 
strength of our 
people. Although, 
the insurrection-
ists caused a lot of 
d a m a g e ,  t h e 

wheels of democra-
cy continued to turn 
and Joe Biden is our 
duly elected Presi-
d e n t . 
 
I am likewise in-
spired by the heroes 
of that day: those 
brave Capitol Police 
officers who put 
their lives on the line 
to protect and de-
fend the People's 
House. One officer in 
particular, Eugene 
Goodman, single-
handedly led a mob 
away from the doors 
of the Senate cham-
ber, where Senators, 
staff, and press shel-
tered. His quick 
thinking saved lives 
and the electoral 
college documents 
which had yet to be 
fully processed.  For 
his heroism, I draft-
ed and introduced 
the bipartisan Of-
ficer Eugene Good-
man Congressional 
Gold Medal Act, 
H.R.305, to award 
him Congress' high-
est civilian honor.  It 
may be hard to find 
the good in difficult 
times, but I can't 
help it.  I'm an opti-
mist.  Heroes like Of-
ficer Goodman make 
me prouder than ev-

er of our country 
and the values we 
stand for. Brighter 
days are ahead! 
 
Thank you for reach-
ing out and please 
keep me informed 
on issues important 
to you and your 
family; your input 
helps me to better 
serve you.  To stay 
up-to-date on my 
work in Washington 
and Pinellas, please 
v i s -
it crist.house.gov to 
sign up for my e-
newsletter. 
 
 
 

http://crist.house.gov/
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Publix has 831 gro-
cery stores in Florida 
but only 756 pharma-
cies in Florida. These 
pharmacies are NOT 
evenly distributed 
across the state and 
frequently do NOT 
serve low income, 
minority ethnic or dis-
abled population 
groups. 
 
The state has other 
“free enterprise” play-
ers: CVS, Walgreens, 
WalMart and, possi-
bly, others AND the 
state has already in 
place a governmental 
entity; the Florida De-
partment of Health 
system. 
 
Why did DeSantis se-
lect Publix?  Some 
conjectures: Does 
money talk? Yes! Is 
the Governor a close 
ally of Trump? Prov-
en! Did the Governor 
select Publix as a 
way to prove alle-
giance to Trump? 
Possibly. Who bene-
fits? Ostensibly the 
Gov as he has estab-
lished a potential quid 
pro quo NOT ONLY 
with the Publix com-
pany and their PAC 
but ALSO WITH Fan-
celli and her friend’s 
money - all for his re-
election or try for 

From FLScot1 

Sun, Jan 31, 10:08 AM
   

  
Just Follow the 
Money 
 
Florida politics has 
long and frequently 
had the smell of dev-
ilously sulfurous mon-
ey. Now is no excep-
tion. Consider that Ju-
lie Jenkins Fancelli, 
George Jenkins’ 
daughter and Publix 
heiress, gave more 
than $1.4 million to 
Trump, a sizable per-
cent of that to fund 
the seditious Jan. 6th 
D.C. Trump rally. Nat-
urally, Publix disa-
vows Ms Fancelli’s 
actions. Sure, she is 
not involved in Publix’ 
“operations” but she 
certainly gets a cushy 
living from her stock 
dividends and growth, 
among other remu-
nerative Publix con-
nections. Publix man-
agement is frantic to 
dissociate the compa-
ny from a real link to 
Fancelli. Why? 
 
Now to Governor De-
Santis’ bromance with 
Trump and the Gov’s 
selection of Publix as 
the SOLE distributor 
of Covid19 inoculation 
in the near future: 

higher office. 
 
Does the situation 
smell of potential graft 
and corruption. You be 
the judge.   

er, not as adversaries, 
but as neighbors. We 
can treat each other 
with dignity and respect. 
We can join forces, stop 
the shouting, and lower 
the temperature. For 
without unity, there is no 
peace, only bitterness 
and fury.” 
  
From the morning to the 
evening, our Washing-
ton D.C. bureau provid-
ed extraordinary cover-
age of this extraordinary 
event. 
  
Please read: 
  
Biden to take the oath of 
office with troops on 
guard and towering 
challenges ahead 
  
President Biden urges a 
divided nation to ‘end 
this uncivil war’ in inau-
gural address 
  
Excerpts from President 
Joe Biden’s inaugural 
speech 
  
Here’s what Biden plans 
to do on his first day as 
president 
  
Meanwhile, calm pre-
vailed at the Florida 
Capitol, as Biden pre-
pared to take the oath of 
office as president. Cap-
itols across the country 

CON’T NEXT PAGE —> 

By Diane Rado 
Editor-in-chief 
Florida Phoenix 
  
  
Whether you were on 
your phone, a laptop 
or computer or in front 
of a TV, you couldn’t 
have missed the dra-
matic presidential in-
auguration in Wash-
ington, D.C. on 
Wednesday. 
  
Joe Biden became the 
46

th
 president of the 

United States. Kamala 
Harris became our 
country’s vice presi-
dent – the first female 
in history to hold that 
role. 
  
Despite the COVID 
pandemic and the 
sharp political divi-
sions and the drama 
of the election season, 
the inauguration’s 
words, prayers, songs 
and poems somehow 
calmed us down. 
  
In his inaugural 
speech, Biden noted: 
  
“We can see each oth-

https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=dd3df00d7a&e=9629ce7988
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https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=dd3df00d7a&e=9629ce7988
https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=a2d5c3113c&e=9629ce7988
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https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=a2d5c3113c&e=9629ce7988
https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=7cabed4da2&e=9629ce7988
https://floridaphoenix.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b77adea1c8ea66b0b8046d88&id=7cabed4da2&e=9629ce7988
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  have been on alert 
after the Jan. 6 mob 
riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol. 
  
No sign of trouble at 
Florida Capitol as 
Biden prepared to 
take office 

 

FROM PRIOR PAGE 

Live By The 

Sharpie, Die By 

The Ballpoint ― 

Much Of Trump’s 

Legacy Undone In 

Days 

 

From border wall funds 

to the Muslim ban, the 

accomplishments 

Trump bragged about 

were done by execu-

tive action and have 

just as readily been 

undone. 

 

By S.V. Date 
01/25/2021 06:19 PM 
ET 
 

From the border wall 

with Mexico to the ban 

on transgender people 

in the military to travel 

prohibitions on majority

-Muslim countries to 

the withdrawal from 

the Paris climate ac-

cord, many of former 

President Donald 

Trump’s proudest ac-

complishments have 

been undone in just 

the first days of suc-

cessor Joe Biden’s ad-

ministration. 

Trump’s failure to codi-

fy his preferred poli-

cies through legisla-

tion, relying instead on 

a black Sharpie mark-

er to scrawl his signa-

ture onto executive ac-

tions and then show 

them off for the cam-

eras, left them vulner-

able to Biden’s signa-

ture on countermand-

ing orders. And so far, 

the new president has 

signed dozens of 

them ― albeit with a 

ballpoint pen and less 

flourish, but every bit 

as effective ― wiping 

out much of Trump’s 

“legacy” in a matter of 

days. 

“Elections have con-

sequences,” said a 

former Trump adviser 

on condition of ano-

nymity.  

For more 

than a dec-

ade, the fed-

eral mini-

mum wage 

has not 

budged from 

$7.25 an 

hour.  

The Raise the Wage Act, 

introduced in the 

House Tuesday, would 

gradually raise the feder-

al minimum wage to $15 

an hour by 2025, narrow-

ing racial and gender pay 

gaps and strengthening 

the economic well-being 

of this country’s lowest-

paid workers.    

Here’s the Act’s upshot:   

 Raises the minimum 

wage to $9.50 this 

year.   

 Then raises it in steps 

annually to $15 by 

Con’t next page 
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2025.   

 After that, adjusts the wage 

to keep pace with the growth 

of typical worker pay.   

 Phases out the tipped-worker 

wage (frozen at $2.13 since 

1991)—so that all workers 

must be paid at least the reg-

ular minimum wage.   

 
Who will benefit?   

 32 million workers—or 21% 

of the U.S. workforce.   

 Year-round workers, who will 

see $3,300 added to their an-

nual income.   

 Women, who make up the 

majority of minimum wage 

earners.   

 People of color, who make up 

a disproportionate share of 

low-wage workers.    

 60% of workers living in pov-

erty.    

 Communities, thanks to 

workers having $107 billion 

more to spend.   
  It’s past time to raise the feder-

al minimum wage.   

 

Why the U.S. needs a $15 

minimum wage 

The federal minimum hourly 

wage is just $7.25 and Congress 

has not increased it since 2009.  

Low wages hurt all workers and 

are particularly harmful to 

Black workers and other work-

ers of color, especially women 

of color, who make up a dispro-

portionate share of workers 

who are severely underpaid  

Share the fact sheet: 
Why the U.S. needs a $15 

minimum wage  
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November 3, Election Day seemed 
to unfold in an unusual and amaz-
ingly smooth and calm way across 
the United States.  Even Florida 
was a piece of angle food cake for 
reporters with early returns report-
ed. 
 
“To the President, something felt 
amiss on December 2, he said, ‘It 
was all very ,very  strange. Within 
days after the election, we wit-
nessed an orchestrated effort to 
anoint the winner, even while many 
key states were still being count-
ed.’”  Donald Trump did not con-
cede when the race was called for 
Joe Biden on November 7, but 
many people in cities around the 
U.S. did come together to celebrate.  
Many corporate/business leaders 
who had previously supported him 
began calling Trump recommend-
ing concession, which obviously 
caused concern. 
 
The AFL-CIO and the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce had formed an 
alliance and published a joint state-
ment on Election Day, in order “to 
keep the peace and oppose Trump’s 
assault on democracy.”  
 
For over a year, business and labor 
had joined forces to “protect the 
election”, so “ensuring it would be 
free and fair, credible and uncor-
rupted”.  Norm Eisen, a lawyer who 

had worked in the Obama Admin-
istration, “recruited Republicans 
and Democrats to the board of the 
Voter Protection Program”, which 
accomplished many advances, to 
quote: 
1. They got states to change vot-

ing systems and laws and 
helped secure    hundreds of 
millions in public and private 
funding. 

2. They fended off voter-
suppression lawsuits, recruited 
armies poll workers and got 
millions of people to vote my 
mail for the first time. 

3. They successfully pressured 
social media companies to 
take a harder line against dis-
information and used data-
driven strategies to fight viral 
smears.  

4. They executed national public-
awareness campaigns that 
helped Americans understand 
how the vote could would un-
fold over days or weeks, pre-
venting Trump’s conspiracy 
theories and false claims fo 
victory from  getting more 
traction. 

5. After Election Day, they moni-
tored every pressure point to 
ensure that Trump could not 
overturn the result.  

 
Mail ballots were “a Democratic 
plot and the election would be 
rigged”, Trump predicted along 

with attempting to limit and sup-
press voting before the election, af-
terwards he attempted to block vote 
counting and interfered with it.  
Then he tried to discredit and “steal 
the lost election with law suits, con-
spiracy theories, and pressure on 
state and local officials.” 
 
The dangers and unraveling” avert-
ed, “We look back and say this 
thing went pretty well, but it was 
not all clear in September and Octo-
ber that that would be the case.” 
said Zach Wamp, a former Republi-
can U.S. Congressman, who coordi-
nated aa bipartisan election-
protection council.  Ian Bassin, co-
founder of Protect Democracy said 
“Every attempt to interfere with the 
proper outcome of the election was 
defeated”.  “But it’s massively im-
portant for the country to under-
stand that it didn’t happen acci-
dentally. The system didn’t work 
magically.  Democracy is not self-
executing.”  
 
To fortify the election, not rig it, “a 
well-funded cabal of powerful peo-
ple, ranging across industries and 
ideologies, working together behind 
the scenes to: 
1. 1. influence perceptions 
2. 2. change rules and laws 
3. 3. steer media coverage 
4. 4. control the flow of infor-

mation 

The Secret History of the Shadow Campaign That Saved the 2020 
Election 

By Molly Ball   February 4 for Time Magazine February 15, 2021 

Reporting by: Leslie Dickstein, Mariah Espada & Simmone Shah 

Reviewed by Elizabeth Valentine, PdD 

Con’t next page 
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Mike Podhorzer, AFL-CIO, formed 
the Analyst Institute, a group of lib-
eral strategists who gathered togeth-
er in the early 2000’s, to apply sci-
entific research methods and consul-
tation to progressive political cam-
paigns.  With Laura Quinn, a pro-
gressive leader, he co-founded the 
Catalist a progressive, national voter 
data bank and file for 50 states and 
the District of Columbia.   Podhor-
zer said “it’s all pretty obvious if 
you don’t overthink it or swallow 
the prevailing frameworks 
whole….”After that , just relentless-
ly identify your assumptions and 
challenge them.”   
 
In October 2019 Podhorzer ex-
pressed his concerns, “The usual 
tools of data, analytics and polling 
would not be sufficient in a situation 
where the President himself was try-
ing to disrupt the election….Most of 
our planning takes us through Elec-
tion Day…But, we are not prepared 
for the two most likely outcomes”.   
1. 1. “Trump losing and refusing to 

concede” 
2. 2. “Trump winning the Electoral 

College (despite losing the pop-
ular vote) by corrupting the vot-
ing process in key 
states…“anticipate and plan for 
the worst we know will be com-
ing our way.” 

 
The Democracy Defense Coalition 
Voting rights and civil rights organi-
zations were raising alarms…
emergency powers Trumpmmigh 
exploit.  Protect Democracy assem-
bled a bipartisan election-crisis task 
force.  Podhorzer said “it turned out 
that once you said it out loud, peo-

ple agreed and it started building 
momentum.” 
The “decentralized election sys-
tem couldn’t be rigged in one fell 
swoop,” so they shored it up. 
 
Podhorzer wrote on March 3, 
“Threats to the 2020 Election”  a 
prescient warning in his memo.  
Trump has made it clear that this 
will not be a fair election, and 
that he will reject anything but his 
own re-election as ‘fake’ and 
rigged,.  On Nov. 3 should the 
media report otherwise, he will 
use the right-wing information 
system to establish his narrative 
and incite his supporters to pro-
test.”  He added four categories of 
challenges. 
attacks on voters 
attacks on election administration 
attacks on Trump’s political op-

ponents 
efforts to reverse the results of the 

election 
 
The Covid19 pandemic created 
new problems for election plan-
ning including shortage of work-
ers with particular problems in 
Milwaukee and NYC.  Absentee/ 
mail ballots would be necessitat-
ed in a big way.   
 
Michael Podhorzer began to have 
Zoom meetings with numerous 
progressives:  
the labor movement, Planned 
Parenthood, Greenpeace and oth-
ers; resistance groups, MoveOn 
and Indivisible; progressive data 
geeks and strategists, donors and 
foundations, grassroots organizers 
at the state level and racial justice 
activists and more.  Weekly 2 1/2 
hour Zoom meetings had series of 

5 minute presentations on everthing 
relevant. including goals, messaging, 
legal strategy. messaging guidance 
shaped the groups approach of Anat 
Shenker-Osorio.   
 
Money was needed to overhaul some 
of the election infrastructure.  Elec-
tion officials needed protective 
equipment, postcards concerning in-
forming voters about absentee voting 
and in some states for mailing ballots 
to every voter.  Extra staff and scan-
ners were needed to process ballots.  
The CARES Act provided 400 mil-
lion dollars to state election adminis-
trators and as more was needed foun-
dations contributed millions in elec-
tion administration funding.  Chan 
Zuckerberg Initiative added $300 
million.  The National Vote at Home 
institute gave secretaries of state 
technical advice to local election of-
ficials including communications to 
kits.  Amber McReynolds “detailed 
the importance of absentee ballots 
for shortening lines at polling places 
and preventing an election cri-
sis.”Thirty seven 
states and D.C, were helped in bol-
stering mail voting by the Institute.  
The Voter Participation Centerheld 
focus groups on helping voters vote 
by mail and ballots applications were 
sent to 15 million in key states of 
which 4.6 million were returned.  
Voting by mail was challenged by 
the Trump campaign in some places, 
more to sow doubt…intimidate . 
 
Voting in 2020 was done by 50% of 
voters via mail, 25% early in person 
voters and 25% voted in person on 
Election Day. 
   
Laura Quinn, co-founder of Catalist 

is 
a 
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disinformation defense expert 
which was a big factor in the 
2020 Election and The Big Lie 
continues to disturb to this day.  
She has researched dangerous 
lies, found in past research that 
“engaging with toxic content only 
made it worse…platforms boost 
it.”  She presented her research to 
Mark Zuckerberg in November 
2019 and he had a dinner at his 
home with nine civi right leaders 
who discused the danger of elec-
tion-relate falsehoods which were 
spreading.   The groups devel-
oped more rigorous rules and en-
forcement according to Vanita 
Gupta who was the president and 
CEO of the Ledership Confer-
ence on Civil and Human Rights, 
and arrangements for tagging 
things and taking them down 
were agreed upon for official dis-
information on Twitter as well. 
 
Dick Gephardt former Democrat-
ic Majority and Minority Leader 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for 14 years of his 28 years 
in Congress is a human rights 
lobbyist in Washington, D. C. 
since his retirement. Issue One & 
Reformers Caucus included 
Chuck Hagel, Leon Panetta, Tom 
Ridge, Tom Roemer and Zack 
Wamp. They gathered 22 Demo-
crats and 22 Republicans on the 
National Council on Election In-
tegrity met on Zoom at least once 
a week.  Free and fair elections 
were the goal and main topic. 
“They ran ads in six states made 
statements wrote articles and 
alerted local officials to potential 
problems.” 
 

Voting Rights Lab, IntoAction 
urged “every vote to be counted” 
symbols were spread by social 
media.  Protect Democracy con-
ducted high profile presented me-
dia briefings and issued report 
across the political spectrum con-
cerning “potential election issues 
and fact-checking of Trump’s 
false claims.”  Over 70% of the 
public didn’t expect to know the 
winner of the presidential elec-
tion on election night.  Bassin of 
Protect Democracy “We knew 
exactly what Trump was going to 
do:  he was going to try to use the 
fact that d=Democrats voted by 
mail and Republicans voted in 
person to make it look like he 
was ahead, claim victory, say the 
mail-in votes were fraudulent and 
try to get them thrown out”  
“Setting public expectations 
ahead of time helped undercut 
those lies.” 
 
Fair and easy voting are key con-
cepts!  Shenker-Osorio who pre-
sented on Podhorzer’s Zooms had 
shown studies show that “when 
people don’t think their vote will 
count or fear casting it will be a 
hassle, they’re far less likely to 
participate.” 
 
Podhorzer briefed the media and 
shared analysis showing Trump 
would to better than the polls 
showed, many of his votes com-
ing in on election day. and of the 
“blue shift” in key battlegrounds 
as mail ballots were counted over 
time.  Election defenders” were 
trained in de-escalation tech-
niques by the Working Families 
Party in de-escalation techniques 
who would be available in urban 

areas at early voting and on Elec-
tion Day, with “joy to the polls” 
protection and made sure polling 
places stayed open, as they were 
required.  Many organizations 
from 150 liberal groups joined 
‘Protect the Results” coalition 
ready to protest and demonstrate 
to stop a coup which they feared. 
 
Podhorzer was contacted with the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce to 
issue a joint statement expressing 
their “shared commitment to a 
fair and peaceful election”. 
the National Association of Evan-
gelicals and the National African 
American Clergy Network joined 
the AFL-CIO and Chamber in a 
statement by their top officials 
released on Election Day stating:  
“It is imperative that election of-
ficials be given the space and 
time to count every vote in ac-
cordance with applicable laws. 
We call on the media, the candi-
dates and the American people to 
exercise patience with process 
and trust in our system, even it 
requires more time than usual…
Although we may not always 
agree on desired outcomes up and 
down the ballot, we are united 
our call for the American demo-
cratic process to proceed without 
violence, intimidation or any oth-
er tactic that makes us weaker as 
a nation.” 
 
Podhorzer found the election un-
folding as modeled on that night.  
The liberal alliance gathered on a 
Zoom call at 11pm on Election 
Day saying victory seemed in 
sight.  Fox News called Arizona 
for 
Biden 

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  

Con’t next page 

FROM PRIOR PAGE 



 

Page 23 Vol. 13    Number 2 

 the personal and political interests 
and motives.  Issue one ran televi-
sion ads in Lansing.  Calls and 
other  
contacts were made with various 
influencers, including three former 
Michigan governors expressed 
their wishes for all votes to be 
counted and one Congressman 
wrote an op-ed for Detroit news-
papers urging officials to honor 
the will of the voters.  Being pre-
pared and having a viable activists 
knowledgeable network was 
shown to be invaluable.  Even 
bribery was discussed publicly. 
And a street artist projected their 
images onto the outside of the 
building along wit he words THE 
WORLD IS WATCHING when 
they went for a drink at the Trump 
Hotel.  The canvassing board  2  
Republican were also courted and 
bullied by Trump, Van Lange-
velde held respected the voters’ 
wishes as expressed by attendees.   
 
“Republican officials in Arizona 
and Georgia stood up to Trump’s 
bullying”, too. 
Podhorzer and his allies are still 
holding their Zoom strategy ses-
sions. 
 
Fight Back Table and Protect De-
mocracy and the good government 
advocate are now concerned with 
issues and reforms before Con-
gress. “Democracy won in the 
end.”  Being prepared is ever so 
important.     
 

while they talked.  Caution was 
urged and frame the count accu-
rately.  Activists were urged to 
restrain action thinking their might 
be a Trump coup and reoriented 
Protect the Results celebration for 
the coming weekend, then the dec-
laration came on Friday the 7th of 
November.  Dancing in the streets 
followed. 
 
Podhorzers Five Steps to Victory 
1. Winning the Vote, (succeeded 

on this, but then there were 
more steps), 

2. Winning the Count, 
3. Winning the Certification 
4. Winning the Electoral College 
5. Winning the Transition 
 
Michigan was an issue, on the 
night of the Election, in Detroit 
where a busload of “observers 
crowded the TCF Center where 
the votes were being tallied, 
crowding the vote counting tables, 
refusing to wear masks heckling 
the mostly Black workers.”  
Reyes, We the People, Michigan 
was expecting this casting asper-
sions  on the workers, as to vote 
fraud, stealing the election. He 
went to the arena and sent out 
word to his network.  Racial jus-
tice activists, Fems for Dems and 
local elected officials all gath-
ered..”to counterweight the GOP 
observers.”  Certification after as-
sertive action was taken by the 
Black Detroiters, flooding the can-
vassing board of Wayne County. 
 
As we know the GOP Legislative 
leaders were invited to Washing-
ton on November 20.  Protect De-
mocracy local contacts researched 
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Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

& LAYOUT EDITOR 
Wanda Schwerer 

admin@largodemocrats.com  

PHOTO EDITOR 
Heidi Sanchez 

Board of Directors 
Mary Lou Ambrose, President 
Lois Fries, Vice-President 
Becky Heeren, Secretary 
Wanda Schwerer, Treasurer 
Lorena Grizzle  
Bob Glass 
Charlotte Maas 
Ginny Nelson 
Heidi Sanchez 
Wanda Schwerer (Webmaster)  
Lodewijk van den Berg  
Peggy Tucker 
 

All of the officers were elected 
March, 2019. Next election is March, 
2021 

Additional contact information is avail-
able on 

www.largodemocrats.org.  

 

For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

LinkClick.aspx?

fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%

3d&portalid=72  

Senator Rick  Scott Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274  

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov   
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 
1st Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Peters-
burg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 
300 Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-
2817 Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office 
University of South Florida – St. Pete 
Williams House 511 Second St. S. St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  

https://www.facebook.com/Largodemocrats/
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
https://www.votepinellas.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=R9k4r7jkBB4%3d&portalid=72
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
mailto:help@rickscott.senate.gov
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20http:/www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-senator-rubio?p=Contact
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/crist.house.gov/contact/
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20%20https:/castor.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm
http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/opinions_and_letters/email%20form:%20http:/bilirakis.house.gov/contact/email-me

